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Books of Special Interest
The Last Stuart
ALAS,

QUEEN

ANNE.

By

BEATRICE

CURTIS BROWN. Indianapolis: T h e Bobbs-

Merrill Co. 1929. $4.
Reviewed by BARTLET BREBNER

TT

is hard to decide whether it was an
advantage or a disadvantage to choose
Anne Stuart as a subject for fictionalized
biography. The poor, stupid woman was
so negligible a person before she became
Queen that it is difficult to dredge up out
of an indifferent past much that is significant about her, although not so difiicult as
the author of this book would have her
readers believe. Yet the consequence is that
a biographer with temerity and the encouragement offered by our present appetite for
pseudo-historical portraits, can present almost any picture of Anne before 1688 that
he wishes. Of course the aim will be to
paint an imaginary portrait not too unlike
the Anne who worried William and Mary
and finally ruled in their place. The fact
remains, however, that even after Anne was
drawn into public ken by her mere bloodright of inheritance, she proved to be so
incapable and chicken-headed a nonentity
that then and since she was and has been
regarded as an incalculable living organism
whose continued breath alone stood between
a divided nation and the distresses that
division breeds.
Having chosen so difficult, or so easy, a
subject, Miss Brown has done a good piece
of portraiture. Slie manages to sustain interest in the life and career of her subject
quite remarkably. In fact she almost succeeds in concealing the horrid truth—
namely, that Anne was "a person of no importance" except in terms of the drama of
her times. She was the bridge, or perhaps
better the temporal stop-gap, between the
commercial and imperial England that only
one of the Stuart would-be despots understood, and the even more commercial and
imperial England that finally imported alien
kings from Hanover as mere constitutional
conveniences. Anne was thus queen at a
time when all her Stuart instincts craved for
a miracle to revive the divine hereditary
right of kings, but when those instincts had
only death and exile to feed on. Miss
Brown makes this personal tragedy her

theme, but fails to bring its deep causes up
into appropriate relief.
The book, then, is a qiiietly consistent and
convincing revelation of a perpetually befuddled and thwarted woman, who happened to be a queen. The tragedy of her
life was completed by the fact that she
could bear children, but children who could
not live. In this account of her life there
are a few slight historical errors, such as a
too-early introduction of the theories of the
exiled Locke, but in general the imaginary
history, the "decorated," and the documented, do not seriously offend. One question remains. Why, after all, should we
give our time and attention to ghost-like
and imaginary wraiths on the surface of the
mirror of history when the active underlying forces are brought to life for us and
the whole deep perspective of the times receives such effective treatment as it does in
the brilliant and dramatic "England under
the Stuarts" of G. M. Trevelyan?
That
living historian recreates Anne's life-time
more fully and satisfyingly than Miss
Brown and he does so with no less interest
or literary charm. There are some expert
historians who can write as well as interpret.
Why should we not rediscover them before
we offer too hearty encouragement to mere
novelty?
Then we might give such books
as Miss Brown's the place they deserve, in
this case tribute to a well-written personal
history of a nonentity.

A Negro Musician
BORN

TO

BE.

By

TAYLOR

Reviewed by B. E M M E T KENNEDY

TT

isn't often that one finds an autobiography written with the unaffected
simplicity and childlike frankness found in
Taylor Gordon's "Born T o Be." Seemingly
aware of the fact that every experience has
its place in the varied scheme of character
building, he sees no reason for withholding
any incident of his extraordinary life, however sordid or sensual it might appear.
Throughout the ever-changing narrative
the surprised reader cannot help being impressed by the spontaneity and honesty of a
mind endeavoring to reveal its homely story
precisely as It came about. Unlike many

W h a t are y o u giving
your children for Christmas.?
T H E BLACK BUCCANEER
Stephen W. Meader
Illustrated

by JAMES D.4UGHERTY

"The thrilling adventures of two boys kidnapped by
pirates . . . outstanding in its field. T h e illustrations by
Mead Schaeffer are superb."—Nation.
$3.50

LOVE COMES R I D I N G
Helen Ferris, Editor
Illustrated

by BETH KREBS MORRIS

"A fine collection of romantic stories by such varying
authors as Oscar Wilde, Katherine Mansfield, Alice
Brown, etc."—N. Y. Telegram.
A Junior Literary Guild
Selection.
$2.50

TIMBER LINE
T H E STORY OF A GIRL OF THE CORDILLERAN FOREST

Alida Sims Malkus
Illustrated

by R U T H

KING

"She has caught 'the spirit of Rocky Mountain people."
—Saturday Review.
$2.50

ROOTABAGA C O U N T R Y
Carl Sandburg
Illustrated

by PEGGY B A C O N

"It is good to know," says Anne Carroll Moore in the
N. y . Herald Tribune, "that these stories, with their joyous nonsense, their beauty and their human kindliness,
have taken root in American soil."
$2.50

H A R C O U R T , B R A C E & C O . , 383 M A D I S O N A V E . , N . Y .

-

GORDON.

New York: Covlci-Friede. 1929. $4.

artists who have climbed to success and have
made a conspicuous place for themselves in
the world of music and letters, Taylor Gordon speaks of his lowly beginning and early
struggles with admirable candor and unrestraint.. One is conscious of his deep feeling
of pride in his humble origin and African
heritage when he speaks of his Zulu father,
and tells of his mother who was born a
slave on a Kentucky plantation, and of her
brave efforts to support her children after
her husband's death.
It was Taylor Gordon's unique good fortune to be a member of the only colored
family living in the little Montana town
where he was born. His schooldays, passed
with white companions, were untroubled and
happy; and his mind remaining free from
all feeling of race-consciousness enabled him
in after years to approach his own people
and study their characteristics in a manner
far different than if he had always lived
among them in close intimacy.
Starting to work at an early age, he tells
of his experiences as a page in the questionable house presided over by Big Maude, a
blonde-haired daughter of joy who claimed
relationship to English nobility. Growing
tired of the hectic life and small town opportunities, he tried his luck as a chauffeur
in St. Paul; tlien as a cook on the private
car of the Ringling Brothers circus; next
as a Pullman porter; then at various other
things, until he finally arrived in New York
City and began to consider music as his real
calling. Keen observation and a humorous
outlook add much to the telling of the unusual episodes.
A regrettable feature of this entertaining
book is that so large a portion is devoted
to amorous escapades and dallyings with the
"lustful heathen maid" and so little attention is given to Taylor's musical beginnings and early interest in song. Coming
of a race naturally endowed with melodic
sense and vocal equipment, it is surprising
that his interest in the art of song was not
wholly awakened until he was twenty-two
years old,—if one is to rely on his own
statement. He speaks with admiration of
his mother's voice and the songs she sang.
Were these the same moving, melancholy
spirituals which he is conceded to interpret
with such depth of feeling and understanding?—melodies that never had to be learned
but were a part of his being from earliest
childhood:
After having read the unique account and
reflected on its merits as an important contribution to literature, one finds oneself asking if the patronizing foreword by Carl
Van Vechten and the introduction by Muriel
Draper are not unduly ecstatic. As for
Covarrubias's illustrations, they reflect so
strongly the elements of travesty and burlesque that they are wholly out of keeping
with a story that is presented in all seriousness.

Greek Poets
HELLENISTIC

POETRY.

By

ALFRED

KORTE. Translated by JACOB H A M M E R
and MOSES HADAS. Columbia University

Press. 1929. $4.
"jT" ORTE'S "Hellenistische Dichtung" ap^
pearecl in 1925. In the preface he
says:
This little book is intended not for scholars,
but for the wider circle of readers who can appreciate poetry even wiien it is presented in a
foreign garb. . . . Every educated person is
bound by a thousand ties to classical Greek
poetry; everyone is more or less familiar with
its outstanding works, e. g.. Homer and Greek
tragedy. The greater part of classical Greek
poetry is available in ti'anslations, often of high
excellence. But the layman's knowledge of Hellenistic poetry is practically nil; even classical
scholars have too long treated that branch of
poetry as a stepchild, ft was due only to the
papyrus disco\-cries of tlie last generation, which
measurably increased our store of Hellenistic
poetry, that scholarship was aroused to a more
active interest in this field.
As there is no adequate history of Hellenistic literature in English, this translation
will be welcomed as affording a convenient
resume of our knowledge of this period.
Professor Korte gives a critical estimate
rif the leading Greek poets from the death
of Alexander to the reign of Augustus, with
outlines of their principal works illustrated
by copious extracts in verse translation. In
rendering these selections the translators have
availed tliemselves generally of existing
English translations, only exceptionally giving us a new version. Professor Korte is
thorough and sound in his work, but is hardly a penetrating critic. There are no brilliant flashes of inspiration such as illumine
the pages of Mackail's "Latin Literature."
It must be said that he works with ungrateful material; apart from Theocritus and a
few writers of the -Anthology, no Hellenistic
poet appeals to the modern taste. As a result the book, though useful to the student
of literature, is rather dull.
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Witchcraft in Old and
and New England
By GEORGE LYMA>f KITTREDCE

"It is as fine a bit of work as
Professor Kittredge, whose skill
in such endeavors is admittedly
great, has ever done."—The Contmomveal.
"After so many hasty
and misleading books on witchcraft and its history, it is a joy
to turn to the scholarly pages of
Professor Kittredge."—American
Historical Revie'if. " H e r e is a
superb example of American
scholarship at its best, the ripe
fruit of many years of meticulous study and coordination. . . .
T o those who are interested in
the phenomena of American history and development, it should
prove indispensable."— Century.
$6.00
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
PRESS
2 RANDALL H A L L ,
CAMBRIDGE, AIASS.
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Whyshouldlbea
II
manufacturing''
animal?

I

H A V E read BORSODI'S
book This Ugly CiwUzation.
I am through with the factory's
ugliness and waste. I am going
to build ior myself and my family
an economically self sufficient
home. For one-half the factory
cost I will produce my own necessities. In less time than it
takes to labor for the necessary
money in cities—evil smelling,
crowded and noisy—I will supply
for myself all but the barest essentials now turned out by innumerable ugly factories.
" B O R S O D I has told me
how to do this. Instead of being
a slave in industry's treadmill of
oveiproduction I shall now have
my own domain—some work,
more play, plenty of money to
spend and more time to leam how
to spend it wisely. I will be able
to respect myself. I will cease to
be a manufacturing animal. I
shall become a human being!"
THIS UGLY CIVILIZATION an imj)a5staned >et logical attack on
modem industrialism by a travMA
KxmxrmxA, J)T«sents a canAtractivt
i>rogram for a new iixAvwAuaX anA
communal life, \iaitd.
vn. his exjxrience aridi

the actual caiiacities
0/ contemporary

THIS
UGLY
CIVILIZATION
A-meticam.

A Study o\ the Quest for Com,\<nt

by RALPH BORSODI

"A frank, courageous and, i n many ways
reuolutionary booh. It has the magnificent,
homely virtue of offering at least a practical
solution to a problem that /or years has puzzled
the braiTis of our intellectual classes. I n short.
This Ugly Civilisation is a book which, if
translated into action, might well prove to
be the iTuiugural of a new eiwch."
- A R T H U R S T R A W N . N . Y. World

At all hoohstora $3.00
SIMON AND SCHUSTER
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THE BIG BIOGRAPHY OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

CTTV / ' O T A B L E , because in it Bernard Fay
Qy Y presents Franklin for the first time
not as an idealized historical figure but as a
real man; because it gives a magnificent picture of 18th-century Boston, Philadelphia,
London and Paris; and because of the
breadth, depth and Gallic wit of its style.
The reader will find the good doctor "a
perfect friend, cheerful and fond of good
living, a hearty drinker and a good storyteller" as well as an unforgettable personality.

Here is an extraordinary book value—
made possible by large printings in advance
of publication. It is a large octavo volume
(6j/^ X 9j^ inches) of 547 pages, containing
20 illustrations and maps.

The best
new hook
value of
the year I
Price only
$3,00!

Price only $3.00

oAnd Here are Other
Books Especially Recommended

to Readers of ^^The Saturday Revie'w of Literature
ALL QUIET ON THE
WESTERN FRONT

GRANDMOTHER BROWN'S
HUNDRED YEARS, 1827-1927

LIFE AND LEHERS OF
JOSEPH PENNELL

By ERICH MARIA REMARQUE

By HARRIET CONNOR BROWN

By ELIZABETH ROBINS PENNELL

The outstanding novel of the year both here and
abroad. More than a quarter miUion sold in America!
More than two million sold throughout the world!
$2.50

Most appealing is this life story of a true pioneer
mother of conquering stock—awarded the Atlantic
$5,000 Biography Prize. 15 illustrations.
$3.00

The widow of the great artist writes a vivid record
of his life, using many of his letters. 96 illustrations,
including many sketches. 2 volumes.
$10.00

WHITEOAKS OF JALNA

THOMAS JEFFERSON

By MAZO DE LA ROCHE

By GILBERT CHINARD

FALCONS OF FRANCE
By JAMES NORMAN HALL
and CHARLES NORDHOFF

"A rich and finely readable story. It should make
new friends for her talent."—The Saturday Review of
Literature. An Atlantic Novel. 65th Thousand. $2.50

'•'This .fine biography should be read by every
intelligent American." — Claude G. Bowers in New
York Evening Post. 548 pages. 8 illustrations. $5.00

A vivid, colorful tale of the Lafayette Flying Corps
as told by two of its noted members. With 4 illustrations in color. An Atlantic Book.
$2.50

THE UNCERTAIN TRUMPET

SHEEP

SKY H I G H : The Story of Aviation
By ERIC HODGINS and
F. ALEXANDER MAGOUN

By A. S. M. HUTCHINSON

By ARCHER B. GILFILLAN

"A good story. . . . It has remarkably vivid characters. . . . It is inspiring. I shall recommend it"
this Autumn."—William Lyon Phelps.
$2.50

"A Phi Beta Kappa gone wrong" writes breezily
Df his ten years as a sheep herder. An Atlantic
Book. 22 illustrations.
$2.50

CHARIOT WHEELS

THE FABULOUS FORREST

By SYLVIA THOMPSON

By MONTROSE J. MOSES

By HILAIRE BELLOC

"A better book than her 'The Hounds of Spring'
or 'The Battle of the Horizons'."--A'eu; York Herald Tribune. An Atlantic Novel.
$2.50

This record of a great American actor and his art
is also a vivid commentary on American life and
manners of his time. 22 illustrations.
$4.00

"Tells her story as well as it has ever been told in
English . . . with the greatest sincerity, simplicity and
restrained emotion."—The Spectator, London. $1.75

The first book to trace every development in aviation from the first experiments down to the Graf Zeppelin. 105 illustrations. An Atlantic Book. $2.50

JOAN OF ARC

These books are for sale at all Booksellers

Boston
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