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The World of Rare Books 
By FREDERICK M . HOPKINS 

B E F O R E A N D A F T E R T H E H O L I D A Y S SALE O F R A R E A M E R I C A N A 

' I " H E auction scaseiii in this count ry is 
•*• divided into two well-defined p a r t s — 

the half before the hol idays , and tha t a f te r 
them. Since the war , owin<j to the ava lanche 
of rarities that have come into the marke t , 
the first ha l f of the season has been used 
to t ry out the temper of collectors and the 
r a r e book t rade , the remainder of the 
season depending upon the result . 

T h i s season the A r n o l d and Chew sales 
were looked f o r w a r d to as fu rn i sh ing a 
very t h o r o u g h test of the auct ion marke t 
f o r genuine rari t ies. Not only were these 
sales re i i iarkably successful, establishing 
m a n y new h igh records, but there has no t 
been a single session this season in any of 
the auction rooms at which r a r e books, a u ­
t o g r a p h letters, or manuscr ipts of the first 
impor tance were offered tha t has not been 
successful. Ev iden t ly dealers and collectors 
a re w a t c h i n g the sales ve ry closely and can 
be depended upon to pa} ' f a i r prices fo r 
a n y t h i n g real ly w o r t h w h i l e tha t is offered 
to them. 

Jus t wha t the remainder of the season has 
in store f o r us is no t yet clear. I t is a good 
t ime to sell. T h e r e is no doubt about that . 
But whe the r this condit ion wi l l a t t ract sales 
remains to be seen. J a n u a r y starts off we l l 
wi th several i m p o r t a n t sales, bu t there are 
f ew announcements as yet fo r the coming 
months . T h e unshakable s tabi l i ty of the 
ra re book market under al l condit ions, as 
shown since the close of the war , is m a k i n g 
collectors re luc tant to pa r t wi th their collec­
t ions. As l o n g as they are assured of good 
prices w h e n e i e r they are r eady to dispose of 
them, there is no pa r t i cu la r reason why they 
shou ld be in a h u r r y abou t it . 

A M E R I C A N A , inc lud ing a wide r ange 
•^^*- o f r a r e books, a u t o g r a p h letters and 
documents , the p rope r ty of the late George 
E. Hoad l ey of H a r t f o r d , C o n n . ; J o h n D . 
Lindsay of this city, and others , wi l l be sold 
at the Anderson Galleries J a n u a r y 19, 20, 
and 2 1 . T h e 783 lots include such ex­
t r a o r d i n a r y items as the o r ig ina l manuscr ip t 
contract f o r the g rea t chain across the H u d ­
son River to prevent the Brit ish ascending 
the r iver , 1 7 7 8 ; the first compiled laws of 
Arkansas T e r r i t o r y , 1 8 3 5 ; Ca l i fo rn i a d r a w ­
ings, 1849 and l a t e r ; first editions of ear ly 
Amer ican fiction; N a t h a n Ha le ' s account 
book, love poem t o Al ic ia Rip ley his be­
t r o t h e d ; account of the siege of Ostend, 
wi th which is possibly the only contem­
p o r a r y e n g r a v i n g of Hudson ' s ship, " T h e 
H a l f M o o n " ; Hami l ton ' s " T h e F a r m e r Re­
fu ted , " 1775 , wr i t ten when only eighteen 
years of a g e ; the rare Ind ian t rea ty wi th the 
Six Nat ions , held at Lancaster in J u n e , 1744 , 
pr in ted by Benjamin F r a n k l i n ; the first ses­
sion laws of Iowa T e r r i t o r y , 1 8 3 9 ; ^' '^t 
compi la t ion of the l aws of M a r y l a n d wi th 
an unrecorded tit le page , 1 7 2 7 ; the ra re 
M a r y l a n d l aws of 1 7 2 8 ; the first number 
of the first Ba l t imore newspaper . The Mary­
land Journal and the Baltimore Advertiser; 
a collection of letters by, or re la t ing to 
Joseph Bonapa r t e , m a i n l y concerning his 
Amer ican afi^airs; r a re N e w Y o r k Revolu­
t ionary broads ides ; the first book pr in ted in 
the Nor th -Wes t T e r r i t o r y , Cincinnat i , 1 7 9 6 ; 
the first code of Oregon , 1 8 5 1 ; manuscr ipt 
jou rna l of a voyage f r o m Georg ia to Cal i ­
forn ia , 1 8 5 2 ; the rare Amer ican edition of 
the procedings of the Congress of 1766 
protes t ing against the Stamp A c t ; the ra re 
journa l of the House of Representat ives of 
Tennessee, 1 8 0 5 ; j o u r n a l o f the council 

of the first legislative assembly of Wis­
consin, one of the earliest specimens of 
Wisconsin p r in t ing , 1836, and scores of 
other items of s imilar rar i ty . 

W H A T IS A N O R I G I N A L MS.? 

TH E query as to w h a t is an o r ig ina l 
manuscr ip t is g r o w i n g in impor tance as 

the interest in and va lue of manuscr ipts ad­
vance. The Bookman's Journal has under­
taken to answer this query in its cur ren t 
issue. I t says: 

"Questions of first o r second or la ter is­
sues of first editions are a lways w i t h u s ; 
but , wi th typewri te rs cl icking out several 
copies of the same w o r k in every au thor ' s 
s tudy, has no t the t ime come to lay d o w n 
w h a t shall constitute an 'o r ig ina l MS '? 
Of course, any M S . wr i t ten or corrected in 
the hand of its a u t h o r is o r ig ina l in one 
sense, but we mean or ig ina l in the sense of 
the 'first. ' T h e p rob lem was wi th us be­
fore the age of typewri ters . T h e r e is usual­
ly more than one manuscr ipt of any l i t e ra ry 
w o r k ; a first d ra f t , a second d ra f t , perhaps 
m o r e draf ts , and then the final M S . — i f any 
M S . be ever final! If, as in the case, the 
first separate ly-pr inted f o r m is the one given 
to the publ ic , w h y should it not be under­
stood tha t the M S . f r o m which the first 
p r in ted version was pr in ted is the 'o r ig ina l 
MS'? T h e recent sale in America of the 
M S . of Stevenson's poem, 'Requiem, ' wi th 
the words as first pr in ted , m a y point a 
m o r a l ; an ear l ier and infer ior M S . version 
was pr in ted only a few years a g o . T h e r e 
can be no doubt here which one should be 
called the or ig ina l M S . " 

N O T E S A N D C O M M E N T 

E M O R Y H A L L O W A Y ' S new inclusive 
edition of W h i t m a n ' s "Leaves of 

Grass , " published by Doub leday , Page & 
Co. , is a vo lume tha t W h i t m a n collectors 
wi l l w a n t in the o r ig ina l issue. T h i s vo l ­

ume is admi rab ly edited and well pr in ted and 
for the first t ime gives a fu l l and final text . 

" T h e Or ig ina l Letters of Sir J o h n F a l -
staff a n d His F r i ends , " first published in 
1796, have been repr in ted direct f r o m old 
style Caslon type in a l imited edition of 720 
numbered copies by H a r p e r & Brothers . T h e 
o r ig ina l edit ion is r a re , on ly several copies 
of which are in existence. T h e N e w Y o r k 
Publ ic L i b r a r y has a copy which lacks a 
frontispiece. T h e r e is ano the r copy in the 
Brit ish M u s e u m . Char les L a m b and Jaines 
Whi t e , accord ing to Southey, were jo in t au­
thors. 

v̂ 8 ^ 

One of the most l imited of special edit ions 
is the Ai rda le , two-copy edition of " W h e r e 
the Blue Beg ins , " handsomely bound by the 
F rench Binders . One of these copies w i th 
the special p r o o f s of the R a c k h a m i l lus t ra­
t ions t ipped in a n d an a u t o g r a p h e d p re face 
by Chr is topher M o r l e y is owned by James 
F . D r a k e , the rare book dealer, the other by 
a col lector w i t h an interest ing pr iva te l ib ra ry . 
As M r . D r a k e never sells books a u t o g r a p h e d 
to h im, nei ther of the books is l ikely to 
find its w a y into the book marke ts . 

.^ Jt 

' I ' H E question has f requent ly been asked 
•*~ of late as to w h a t effect the new 

b iographies of Rober t Louis Stevenson, se­
vere ly crit ical as to his l i t e ra ry w o r k and 
personal conduct in his early years, wi l l 
have on collectors w h o have been pay ing 
b ig prices for his first editions and manu­
scripts. T h e r e is no indication that Steven­
son wi l l lose any of his popula r i ty a m o n g 
collectors on either side of the At lan t ic . 

(Beit^alOg'p: ^"^ ^^°^^ °^ ^^*"-
^^^+^^^^^.^. logical Books IS the 
largest in the world. Send 10 cents in stamps 
for our 168 page priced Catalogue listing 
nearly 5000 titles. Goodspeed's Book 
5/10^,9" Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 

COUNTER ATTRACTIONS 
NEW & OLD BOOKS :: COLLECTORS' ITEMS PRINTERS & BINDERS :: WRITERS'SERVICES 

Single insertion rate: 6 cents a word 

BARGAIN OFFERS 

BOOK. LOVERS, Collectors and Readers in 
general find pleasure in visiting our shop, where 
a dean, well-selected and richly varied stock 
of books in all branches of Art, Science and 
Literature is oifered at reasonable prices. Courte-
ou« and intelligent service. Correspondence so­
licited. Catalogues issued. Dauber & Pine, 
Inc., 83 Fourth Ave., New York. Telephone 
Stuyvesant 13S3. 

EXCHANGE your undeslred books for de-
uired ones. Write for terms. Your book wants 
will be promptly attended to. Brussels Book 
Eichang-e, 149 Alabama Ave., Brooklyn, N . Y. 

DO REVIEW READERS EVER BUY? Giv­
ing discount to ascertain. Blue Faun Bookshop, 
29 Lexington Avenue, near 25rd Street, New 
York City. Open evenings. 

SEIFFER'S ROOK BARGAINS CON­
T I N U E D : Poe's Complete Works, 10 vols., 
Harper's, special price $5.95 j Dc Maupassatit, 
10 vols., flexible leather, $7.50; Within a Bud­
ding Grove, Marcel Proust ($5.00), special, 
$3.25. Sciffer's, 755 Westchester Ave., N. Y. 

RARE EDITIONS 

R.\RE BOOK CO., 99 Nassau St., New York, 
dealers in old historical books, Christian Sci­
ence literature, old laws, autographed letters. 
Catalogues furnished. 

FOR T H E BOOK LOVER. Rare b o o k s -
First Editions—Books now out of print. Latest 
catalogue sent on request. C. Gerhardt, 25 West 
42d St., New York. 

DULAU & CO., Ltd. (established 1792), 34-> 
35 & 36 Margaret St., London, W. I. Latest 
Catalogues—post free on request. 121, Rare 
Books in English Literature from a Nobleman's 
Library. 119, Astronomy, Dialling, Meteorol­
ogy, Aviation, Physics, Chemistry, and Mathe­
matics. *'DuIau & Co., Ltd., with whom one 
DOW associates volumes of especial bibliographi­
cal interest."—Tke New York Times. 

FIRST EDITIONS of Modern Authors in 
fine condition. Books, Prints, Programmes and 
photographs relating to the Drama. Books by 
and about Walt Whitman. Good Literature at 
moderate prices. Monthly Catalogs issued. Ox­
ford Books Shop. Alfred F. Goldsmith, 42 
Lexington Ave., at 24th St. The Sign of the 
Sparrow. 

A N C I E N T AND MODERN BOOKS, In­
teresting catalogue of Books from 15th to 20th 
Century, mailed free on application. Howc8 
Bookseller, St. Leonards on Sea, England. 

GOOD AND RARE BOOKS. Catalogue. 
Books searched for. E. W. Johnson, 343 East 
140th St. 

T H E FLEURON. A Journal of Typography, 
Nos. I, 2 and 3, $6.50 each" Just published, 
Plato's Symposium, $2.50, The Nonesuch Press. 
The. Maxims of Rochefoucault, The Golden 
Cockerel Press, $5.00. Wycherley's Plays In 
four vols.. The Nonesuch Press, $27.50., Pierre 
de Bourdcille's The Lives of Gallant Ladles, 
with woodcuts by-Robert GIbblngs, The Golden 
Cockerel Press, $15.00. 

T H E EIBLIO MAGAZINE. For Booklovcrs, 
Bibliophiles and Collectors. Fourth Year. 
Monthly. $2.50 per year; Complete set of 43 
issues, $8. The Blblio Co., Pompton Lakes, N. J . 

BUTTON G W I N N E T T , Man of Mystery. 
Limited 200 signed copies, $2.50. Ancestry of 
Theodore Roosevelt, from 1649, $1.50. Tre-
lawny with Shelley and Byron, by Joaquin Mil­
ler, 300 numbered copies, $2. The Biblio Co., 
Pompton Lakes, N. J . 

SPECIALISTS 

WE SPECIALIZE in furnishing books for 
fixed monthly or yearly sums to persons any­
where in the world. Suggestions for reading 
based on individual needs or wishes made with­
out charge. Circular without obligation. The 
Arnold Company, Equitable Building, Baltimore, 
Md. 

T H E N O R T H NODE, an Occult Book Shop, 
114. East 57th St. Books on Occultism, Mysti­
cism, Metaphysics, Astrology, The Kabbalah, 
The Tarot, Hermetics, Alchemy, Symbolism, 
The Rosicruclans, Theosophy, Comparative Reli­
gions, Ancient Civilization, Mythology, Folk­
lore, and kindred subjects—old, rare and out-
of-print, new and contemporary. 

READ W I T H O U T BUYING! Rare, Un­
usual and Curious Books, Limited, Privately 
Printed and Subscription Editions, Unabridged 
Translations and Reprints of Famous Classics. 
Persons of cultivated tastes will be interested In 
a plan which enables them to read and enjoy, at 
their leisure, literary treasures hitherto available 
only to individual collectors. W'ritc to Esoterika 
Biblion Society, Inc., 45 West 45th Street, New 
York City, stating occupation or profession. 

OLD-TIME SAILING SHIPS, PIRATES, 
VOYAGES, ETC. Send for illustrated circu­
lars oi our publications. Marine Research So­
ciety, Salem, Mass. 

PRINTERS AND BINDERS 

GRAPHIC PRESS, 39 West 8th St., New 
York. High-grade printing at fair prices. 

FOREIGN LITERATURE 

FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH, GERMAN 
books. Our stock is most complete. Send for 
catalogue stating language desired. Schoenhof*s, 
387 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. ' 

WRITERS' SERVICE 

MANUSCRIPT ADVICE. Professional 
criticism; corrections suggestedj sales ar­
ranged by publisher's advisor, former member 
Munsey staff, contributor to Literary RevutOj 
International Book Reviezv, Neiv Republic, etc. 
Short stories: $5.00. Novels; $10.00. Inclone 
remittance. K E N N E T H FUESSLE, 6 East 8th 
Street, New York. 

WRITERS: Are you tried of criticising? 
Would you like a sale now and then? Write to 
Doc Donnelly, Corrector of Manuscripts, 923 
East 7th Street, North, Portland, Ore. 

LANGUAGES 

GRAMMARS AND DICTIONARIES of 
Oriental languages. Benj. F. Gravely, Martin»-
ville, Va. 

WORLD-ROMIC SYSTEM, MASTERKEY 
to all languages. Primers, $1.94: Chinese, 
French, Spanish, Alphagams, 30c. Dictionaries, 
$1.98. Languages, 8 West 40th, New York. 

G E N E R A L I T E M S 

BOOKS REVIEWED in this issue sent po«t 
free anywhere. Special attention to kinsprits. 
Greenwich Village Book Shop, 4 Christopher 
St., New York City. Spring 8516. 

BUIST'S BOOK SEARCH SERVICE will 
find the book you want at the most reasonable 
price. No charge until the book is found. 
David Craig Bulst, 7 Elm St., Springfield, Mass. 

CONDER'S BOOKSTORE, 65 Fifth Ave., 
New York. Apply for catalogue of desirable 
second-hand books. Books also bought. 

MODERN FIRST EDITIONS, current boofci 
of English and American fiction, poetry, drama, 
criticism, art, essays, can now be procured from 
Eugene Pell, 1203 Locust St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

MAX N. MAISEL, 424 GRAND STREET, 
N E W YORK. The first bookstore in New 
York (Established 1893) to discern the oncom­
ing of an American intelligentsia and to gather 
and carry the best collection of good books for 
the intellectual reader, 

EVERY BOOK IN CREATION. Pratt, 161 
Sixth Ave., New York. 

T H E VILLAGE BOOK SHELVES, 144 Mac-
Dougal St., New York, announces that booka 
in their circulating library may be ordered by 
telephone or mail and they will be delivered 
promptly by messenger. Call Spring 5886. 

SEND FOR CATALOGUE of most inter­
esting books in the world. Dr. French, 2407 
Seventh Avenue, New York City. 

CURRENT ENGLISH BOOKS. The HoUi-
day Bookshop, 10 West 47th St., New York. 

BOOKS REVIEWED here sent post free. 
Israel Soifer, 1244 Clay Ave., New York City-

FAMILY, T O W N , COUNTY and state his­
tories. Catalogs on request. The Cadmus Book 
Shop, 312 West 34th St., New York. 

CODE BOOKS 

BENSINGER CODES—When it's Cable-
Codes you want, remember that Bensinger sella 
them for every purpose. Right in price and 
quality—guaranteed correct. S. R. Bensinger 
Co. (Est. 1887), 17 Whitehall St., New York. 
Cables. Multigraph, Phone: Bowling Green 
6989. 

BOOKS FOR WRITERS 

BOOKS FOR W R I T E R S : And competent 
Editorial Assistance in the Criticism, Revision 
and Publication of their Work. l oo i Placet 
to Sell Manuscripts, $2.50; Polti's 36 Dramatic 
Situations, $1.50; Art of Inventing Character!, 
$2.50; Plotting the Short Story, $1.00; Tech­
nique of Fiction Writing, $1.75 i How to Write 
a Short Story, 65c. Catalogue 25 others. Manu­
scripts revised, typed, advice as to market*. 
Explanatory leaflets. Correspondence invited, 
James Knapp Reeve (former Editor, Th4 
Editor), 3 Alexander Building, Franklin, Ohio. 

OUT-OF-PRINT 

OUT-OF-PRINT books on all subjects quick­
ly supplied at lowest cost. We also specialiEC 
in first editions, rare items, genealogies, maga­
zines, English books, etc. No charge or obliga­
tion for this service. Announcements free. 
American Library Service, Dept. 326, 5cx,i Fifth 
Ave., New York. Longacre 1043; . 

OUR OUT-OF-PRINT SERVICE searchet 
without obligation for books, magazines, gene­
alogies, English publications, special items, etc. 
Items quoted at moderate prices. National Bib­
liophile Service, 1270 Broadway, New York. 
Pennsylvania 2986. 

"TELL US YOUR BOOK TROUBLES." 
Books out of print searched for gratuitously, 
Ginsburg's Bookshop, 1823 Pitkin Ave., Brook­
lyn, N . Y. 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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The Phoenix Nest 

^^ Mr. Samuel 3utler> 
came \o call ^^ ' 

Aunl Ann-ijs û il was so 
UgUlxj lambenl iKal often 
people missed Ker points. 
Samuel Duller came to 
coll upon Ker one day soon 
after Kis AutVioress of 
fee 0d\jssei] (ujKicK in­
sists tl\al taat book IDOS 

u?riftcn by auDoman) had 
been publisKed. He tola 
lier tbat Ke u;as at uoorlc 
upon a boolc on Shakes­
peare s sonnets. He was, 
houjever.onlî  beujilaered 
al her saying ''Oh, Mr Butler 
do you knouj my theory 
aboul the sonnets ? They 
u)ere u^ritlen by Anne 
Halbaujay!" It u)as not ske 
U)ho repeated this story, 
but the author of Eremhon. 
He never saw that she u)as 
lauAing at him, and used 
to tell il, shaking his kead 
sadly and saying,"Poor 
ladu, tkat u;as a sillu 
tmng to say. 

* ^ S ^ 

A 
NINETEENTH 

CENTURY 
CHILDHOOD 
^ Mary Mac Cartkî  

We do not know houj you 
could start the ncu) year 
happier than by reading this 
charming short autobio­
graphy of Mrs, Mac Carthy's. 

^Zr DouUe 

A EW type of American biography has 
•^~*- decidedly struck our fancy. We have 
followed absorbedly his own life story as 
told by James J. Corbett; we have welcomed 
Marie Dressier, and latterly George M. 
Cohan, in their odd and interesting- histories 
of themselves. But the pick of the heap, in 
many ways, is Felix Isman's "Weber & 
Fields: Their Tribulations, Triumphs and 
Their Associates." 

Here is the apotheosis of the Broadway 
comedian, here the epic of the slapstick, the 
history of the American Music Hall's golden 
age. A great ballad might be written about 
Broadway, expressing in its crazy sky-
signs, its eight o'clock splendor and its Sun­
day afternoon tawdriness and one-horse-
townedness, so much of the urban soul of the 
United States; and any such ballad must 
draw for color and glamour upon the age of 
Oscar Hainmerstein and the triumph of 
Weber and Fields. 

Who of true Americans does not recall 
as a vivid memory that great Dutch knock­
about act with its extraordinary evolution 
of idiom: 

MIKE: I received a letter from mcin goil, 
but I don't know how to writteninin her back. 

MYER: Writeninin her back! Such an ed-
umuncation yu got it? Writteninin her back! 
You mean rottcninin her back. How can you 
answer her \en you don't know liow to write? 

MIKE: Dot makes no nefer mind. She don't 
know how to read. 

So went the at-one-time convulsing lines 
that Felix Isiiian recalls to us, so progressed 
the tongue-tangling backtalk that introduced 
into American stage humor a fresh and 
lively element. Weber and Fields created a 
ncAv comic world. They stamped their own 
brand of born foolishness as deeply upon the 
American consciousness as Lewis Carroll in 
"Alice in Wonderland" impressed his non­
sense upon the minds of the English speaking 
world. In the days when there were crowns 
of thorns, as Mr. Isman reminds us, and 
crosses of gold, "full dinner pails and hon­
est money; free and unlimited coinage of 
silver at the ratio of sixteen to one; leather 
lungs and flambeau clubs," Weber and Fields 
opened their own Music Hall on the Great 
White Way. The movie was then begin­
ning as the kineopticon, John Wanamaker 
and Hearst had come to town, we sang "Put 
Me Off at Buffalo!", danced the two-step, 
and viewed "The Yellow Kid" in the Sun­
day papers. The Weber and Fields bur­
lesques were unique. They took hold. They 
farced the dramatic hits of the day; not 
particularly wisely nor too well, but they 
imbued New York with a certain salutory 
self-consciousness about its drama. 

^^^^.^..NVvV^^I^IITi^ 

Mr. Isman recapitulates the state of the 
American theatre in the early 8o's. Recent­
ly, in the Revival of An>ia Cora Moivat's 
"Fashion" modern New Yorkers have had a 
chance to appraise what "was hailed in the 
40's as a bit of realism, a fresh wind in the 
theater, indicating how banal the usual fare 
of our largest city's stage must have been." 
That fare remained often incredibly banal 
long after the Civil War, but in the 8o's "a 
group of men and women began to push 
their way up from the beer gardens, the 
dime museums, the honkytonks and the 
variety saloons, bringing something racy of 
the soil and characteristically American." 

Pete Dailey had made his debut at the 
Globe Museum, "the first of nut comedians," 
the pioneer of a stock vaudeville type. It 
was Broadway via the Bowery for many. 
The Weber and Fields Music Hall could 
boast Lillian Russell, Fay Templeton, Bessie 
Clayton, Weber and Fields, Warfield, De 
Wolfe Hoffer, Kelly, Ross and a chorus of 
forty-two. As Mr. Inman says, if Elsie 
Janis, Fannie Brice, Will Rogers, Ed Wynn, 
Joe Cook, W. C. Fields and Walter Catlett 
could today be got on one stage, together 
with a "Follies" chorus, you might have a 
modern approximation. 

The evolution of "The Follies," he avers, 
legitimately succeeded Weber and Fields, 
and he links the rise of Weber and Fields 
quite definitelv with the rise of the drama 
in America. Just how far this connection 
can be stretched is a matter for argument, 
but the burgeoning of American musical 
comedy into the present spectacular display 
of "The Follies" is certainly a large and 
important chapter in the history of the 
American Theatre. 

No form of American humor is more 
characteristic than the quick-line of the vau-
deviUian. From such repartee come the 
catch-vi'ords and retorts taken up all o\er 
the country, lines full of phrases that pass 
into what Mr. Mencken regards as the 
American Language. Weber and Fields 
were earlv adventurers with the quick-line, 
and they evolved a colloquial style as strong­
ly and strangely American, and as indi­
vidual, as the style of Mark Tzvain, though, 
of course, it demands the action suited to the 
word and does not survive examination in 
the study. 

Weber and Fields formed a new art of 
clowning. They are in the tradition, we 
will venture, of Triboulet and his ilk. 
After all, in America, the Mass is Monarch, 
and demands its jesters. The notable thing 
about Shakespeare's fools is the shrewd wis­
dom mixed with their folly. And, though 
we be convicted of lese m-ajeste, we believe 
that this is the essence of the appeal of all 
great stage clowning, through Weber and 
Fields to Ed Wynn. Behind the balderdash 
one senses a particularly canny native wit, 
and native wit is the medicinal herb we all 
turn to with relief after confrontation by 
the insoluble riddles posed by philosophy 
and metaphysics. Many a highbrow, be it 
whispered, finds relief from tortuous specu­
lation in the farcical explosion of some par. 
ticular bit of buncombe accomplished casual­
ly bv the knockabout grinner-through-a-
horse collar, in a padded wig. There are 
still latent in our variety shows those "thun­
ders of laughter clearing air and heart" 
that Meredith speaks of in connection with 
Shakesfeare. 

The history of Weber and Fields is the 
courageous history of the native wit, tenacity 
and inborn comic genius of two Jewish boys 
who wrote by themselves a brilliant page 
in the histrionic chronicle of these States. 
Thev gathered around them the first flower­
ing of burlesque talent in the United States 
and laid a foundation for all future stage 
extravaganza. Today many of the methods 
and effects that the latest innovators are 
groping, toward on the stage are funda­
mentally simply different aspects of the very 
ideas that Weber and Fields, crudely and 
with garish colors, splashed prodigally up 
and down Broadway. W. R. B. 

OUT NEXT WEEK! 

ROMAIN ROLLAND'S 
Incomparable Study of a Woman's Soul 

ANNETTE AND SYLVIE 
Translated by Ben Ray Redman 

VOLUME I OF THE SOUL ENCHANTED 

In that Titan among novels, Jean-Christophe, Mr. RoUand includes 
everything in the life of a man. In The Soul Enchanted he has written 
an equally great study of a woman. The story of a girl whose pride and 
strong intellect clashed with an intensely passionate nature. $2.50 

HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY, 19 West 44th St., New York 

<^^S& > ^ (^e^ 
HAVE Y O U READ THE 
GREAT NOBEL PRIZE 

NOVEL? 

Uhe 

PEASANTS 
By Ladislas Reymont 

The first two volumes {Autumn and 
Winter) are now published and the 
story is in full swing. 
"A panoramic scape bej'ond criticism 
and also beyond the praise of colorless 
superlatives. Masterly, simple and 
true."—Brooklyn Eagle. 
"It pours along like an army. It has 
more color than Frank Norris's 'Octo­
pus.' "—Carl Van Doren in The Cen­
tury. 

$2.50 each or two 'volumes boxed at 
$5.00. Ask your bookseller for full 
details of tins great work. 

THE FIRST REVIEW 
"If a more amusing, more compact­
ly done, or better written book 
comes to this desk during the sea­
son—well heaven hasten the day!" 

Uhe 
MATRIARCH 

By G. B. Stern 
"Here is something you can talk about 
in the same breath with such a family 
chronicle as 'The Forsyte Saga,' all in 
less than 300 pages. Hundreds of 
people pour through the pages and each 
becomes a delightful picture. Family 
and freedom engage in battle over a 
canvas seven generations in size and 
this is no mean job of writing. It is a 
new kind of novel and, to this sur­
veyor, one of the best he has come upon 
during the season."—The N. E. A. 
Book Survey. $2.50 

INTRODUCING TO AMERICA 
TWO GREAT MODERN RUSSIANS 

THE CLOCK 
By Aleksei Remizov 

"Remizov is the most important event 
for non-Russian readers since we first 
encountered Chekhov."—Ernest Boyd 
in The Sun. He is in the Dostoevski 
tradition, distinguished by the peculiar 
living quality of his prose and his 
mastery of racy, idiomatic language. 
This sympathetic translation by John 
Cournos of his finest novel is the best 
introduction to his work we could 
have. $2.50 

TALES of the 
WILDERNESS 

By Boris Pilniak 
In 1922 Pilniak jumped into the lime­
light of all-Russian celebrity. He was 
the first novelist to utilize the new 
forms of Russian life since the Revolu­
tion. He is of the youngest generation 
and very typically Russian. $2.50 

fVith an Introduction by Prince 
D. S. Mirsky 

Translated by F. O'Dempsey 

BY THE AUTHOR OF 
"A PASSAGE TO INDIA" 

/ ROOM 
WITH A VIEW 

By E. M. Forster 
In a lighter vein than A Passage to 
India but retaining all the fine quali­
ties of characterization and perception 
in that work, this is a delightful love 
story beginning in a pension in Flor­
ence and ending in a mid-Victorian 
town in England. 
A Borzoi Pocket Book. $1.25 

ALFRED A K N O P F 
730 F/fih <LAvenue • New York 
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