The Adventures
Of Cohn and Schine
RICHARD H. ROVERE

FAR the most remarkable thing
BYabout
Roy M. Cohn and G.
David Schine, the young men who
for six disaster-strewn months have
been serving as Chief Counsel and
Chief Consultant, respectively, to the
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of Senator McCarthy's Committee on Government Operations,
is the way they fracture the categories of human behavior.
Most of us are prepared by the
mere experience of living to encounter paradox and contradiction in
character. It surprises no one that a
wolf should appear in sheep's clothing; it is in the nature of evil to
masquerade. It is not astonishing to
learn that a reformer has become a
tyrant; in this century we know very
well what the road to hell is paved
with. Nevertheless, there have always
been certain unwritten but intuitively acknowledged laws dealing
with the propriety of disguises and
with the natural limits of contradiction, and it is these laws which Cohn
and Schine so spectacularly violate.
Inquisitors in Motley
Their chosen field of endeavor is
inquisition. Inquisitors dissemble in
many ways. Torquemada was a
monk in an order of learned mendicants. But while the imagination
accepts without protest the poor
ecclesiastic presiding over the roasting of two thousand of his fellow
men, it will not accept, or at least it
is greatly wrenched by, the thought

that a Grand Inquisitor might either
be or pretend to be a punchinello,
say, or a tumbler. The clown's disguise would never occur to a heresy
hunter, who must be a man full of
earthly vanity or of spiritual pride,
and the hunting of heresies would
never occur to a clown.
Or so, at any rate, it would seem.
But now, in 1953, Cohn and Schine
are on hand to prove all this wrong.
For Cohn and Schine are lamentably
successful inquisitors who do not pretend to be, but in point of fact are,
buffoons. In the spring of the year,
they took a celebrated trip to Europe
that was marked from beginning to
end by low comedy. In the basic circumstance of the trip there was the
ready-made plot for a gorgeous farce
—two young men madly and preposterously bent on the ideological purification of the greatest government
on earth. And the journey itself, the
real journey, had such familiar fixtures of farce as a female spy who
was once the toast of Vienna, a contretemps that involved a platoon of
diplomats in a search for a mislaid
billfold, and an altercation—denied
in toto by the principals but sworn
to by reputable journalists and in
any case firmly fixed now in the profoundest realities of myth—in which
young Mr. Schine chased young Mr.
Cohn around a hotel lobby swatting
him over the head with a rolled-up
magazine.
What more could anyone have
asked? Only Victor Moore, perhaps,
as our startled, victimized Ambassador to Graustark. Seen at close range,
the performance belonged so plainly
to the world of burlesque that the
British immediately took to chanting, "Positively, Mr. Cohn! Absolutely, Mr. Schine!" The illusion of

fun and theater was fortuitously
encouraged, of course, by such things
as the young men's names (monosyllabic, neatly and memorably
mated, advantageous for puns,
rhymes, and parodies) and the fact
that, like Laurel and Hardy, Gallagher and Shean, and Abbott and
Costello, Cohn and Schine are a
study in contrasts: Cohn short, dark,
and jumpy; Schine tall, fair, and
sleepy.
V ^ E T it is a register of the spoilsport
•*- quality of our age that very few
of those who laughed as Cohn and
Schine moved about Europe—ten
cities, seven countries, seventeen days
—failed to realize that the junket was
also a catastrophe of the very first
order. Following closely upon the
series of assaults they made on the
Voice of America and the home
offices of the International Information Administration, they delivered
the coup de grace to an enterprise
that had been a tremendous asset to
American diplomacy. And as Theodore Kaghan, one of the bravest and
most distinguished officials in that
undertaking, points out, we have not
yet reaped the full harvest sown by
these jokers. All over Europe and all
over Washington, there are government servants with their resignations
signed, sealed, and pocketed, ready
for delivery as soon as other jobs are
lined up, as soon as family affairs can
be set in order, as soon as enough
time has elapsed to give their actions
the appearance of unhurried judgment rather than of panic inspired
by Cohn and Schine.
Meanwhile, quite apart from the
havoc wrought within our government, there is the matter of the blow
dealt American prestige by the sim-
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pie fact of Cohn's and Schine's perambulations. To be sure, it can be
argued that it was not really these
gray-fianneled Argonauts who did the
damage but Senator McCarthy, whose
agents they were. The voices in the
star chambers were Cohn's and
Schine's, but the hand was the hand
of McCarthy.
Had McCarthy himself gone to
Europe to terrorize American officials, there would have been nothing
to laugh at. McCarthy is at least a
man of substance, a demagogue of
formidable gifts, a cause adequate to
the effects he produces. What is
funny and pathetic and grotesque
and infuriating about Cohn and
Schine is their manifest inadequacy.
What made the comedy they staged
piquant was that two such young
men had somehow been vested with
the power to stand a great republic
on its ear.

Writ; he later attended Columbia
College and Columbia Law School.
Schine is one of several children of
Meyer Schine of Gloversville, New
York, the proprietor of a chain of
hotels, the best known of which are
the Roney Plaza at Miami Beach and
the nearby Boca Raton Club, and
also of a chain of movie houses and
radio stations. Young Schine went to
the Fessenden School, Phillips Andover Academy, and Harvard College.
is
to relate Cohn and
Iment,Schine
to the McCarthy movebut Cohn's case is on the
T

DIFFICULT

whole a good deal easier to understand than Schine's. Cohn at any rate
grew up in a political atmosphere,
though one rather different from
that in which he now operates. His
father is a Bronx Democrat who
owes his present eminence largely to
the good will of Edward }. Flynn,
Men Without a Past
the tough, urbane county boss who
managed
Franklin Roosevelt's thirdCohn arid Schine may have a future,
term
campaign.
Though Cohn apbut, being only twenty-six, they have
pears
to
have
had
no opportunity to
not much in the way of pasts. This
develop
the
compulsive
hatreds that
makes them almost unique among
leading McCarthyites. Before their lead many to the adoption of McCaradvent, McCarthyism had been thyism as a way of life, one need
drawing on two types for its cadres: only observe him and his deportguilt - ridden ex - Communists like ment briefly to see that he is the sort
Louis Budenz, the man with the of young man who takes things hard.
latex memory, and careerists like His dark eyes are flinty and bright.
Don Surine, the former FBI man who He has a studied toughness of manwas declared unfit for Mr. Hoover's ner. "He bounces around a room like
service. Neither Cohn nor Schine is a movie gangster who suspects that
an ex-Communist or, as far as can the draperies conceal a rival hood,"
be discovered, an ex-anything. They
have had neither the occasion nor
the time to amass the fund of regrets
HAWKSHAWS' HEGIRA
and grudges that leads so many disExclusive
of travel time but includenchanted Bolsheviks to give theming
sleep,
sightseeing, and press :
selves over to the Bolshevism of the
conferences,
Cohn and Schine spent
Right. And neither has been driven
approximately forty hours in Paris,
into McCarthyism by the spurs of
which they saw twice, seventeen
necessity and failure.
hours in Bonn, twenty hours in Berlin, nineteen hours in Frankfurt,
Both have come, and very recently,
sixty-five hours in Munich, forty-one
from comfortable and secure middlehours in Vienna, twenty-three hours
class backgrounds. In Schine's case,
in Belgrade, twenty-four hours in
the background is downright plush.
Athens, twenty-five hours in Rome,
Both were expensively and liberally
and six hours in London. After the I
educated. Cohn, a native New
first nine days of the trip, Cohn
Yorker and the only son of a judge in
told the press in Munich: "We figthe Appellate Division of the Suure we have spoken to approxipreme Court, attended the Fieldston
mately 147 people." On their reSchool, which is under the manageturn they announced in New York
ment of the Ethical Culture Society,
that they talked to about 200 peoand Horace Mann, where the writple and obtained many affidavits.
ings of John Dewey are as Holy
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a man who had a brief, unpleasant
encounter with him has written.
Last fall, when, as a Department
of Justice lawyer, Cohn presented
the results of a grand-jury inquiry
into subversion among employees of
the United Nations Secretariat, he
thought it fitting to advise the court
that the work he had directed was
"probably the most important investigation ever conducted in the entire
history of the United States."
It was in the Department of Justice that Cohn acquired his knowledge of the Communist movement,
which, though well short of overwhelming, is greatly superior to
either Schine's or McCarthy's. He
joined the Attorney General's staff
in New York in 1948, immediately
after being admitted to the bar. It
is reasonable to assume that his
father's high standing with the Truman Administration constituted no
hindrance to his Federal employment. His first cases were routine
ones—narcotics and the like—but he
soon began to specialize in cases
involving Communists and persons
suspected of being Communists. He
had a hand in the prosecution of
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and in
the government's Smith Act case
against thirteen Communist functionaries. He was also involved in
the indictment and prosecution of
William Remington. The United
Nations investigation, the one he regards as the most important in
American history, was almost entirely his handiwork. It was this job
that drew him to McCarthy's attention.
Der Meistersinger von Gloversville
Schine's espousal of McCarthyism is
even more perplexing. He not only
seems to lack animus; he comes very
close to lacking animation. With his
wavy, well-tended hair, his regular
features, and his somnolent eyes, he
is a good-looking youth in the style
that one associates with male orchestra singers, and there is evidence that
the world is not completely on the
skewgee in the fact that the appearance is not altogether deceiving. He
has never been an orchestra singer,
but he has written and published
two or three songs. One is called
"Please Say Yes, or It's Goodbye,"
and the opening lines are:
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Haven't found a good solution,
There is only one way out.
My heart is in a sad confusion,
And I've got to end this doubt.
So I'm asking you to tell me how
things stand.
A simple yes or no is all that I
demand.
Schine, the owner of a Cadillac
with telephone service and of a
piano with built-in organ and record changer, was also at one time a
kind of press agent for Vaughn
Monroe's orchestra. It is in character,
too, that he should have sojourned
briefly in Hollywood and have had
well-publicized flirtations with one
of Joan Bennett's daughters and
with a starlet named Piper Laurie.
Schine's hobby is collecting cigars.
His Gloversville home houses what
is said to be the world's largest—and
possibly its only—collection.
When Schine is asked about his
competence as Chief Consultant to
McCarthy's committee, he refers to
a curious work entitled "Definition
of Communism," of which he is the
author. This is a six-page pamphlet
bearing the colophon of the Schine
Hotels ("Finest Under the Sun").
Schine wrote the pamphlet a few
months before going to work for
McCarthy and had copies of it put
on every bureau in every one of the
Schine Hotels, of which his father
had two or three years back appointed him president and general
manager.
Why David felt called upon to
undertake his essay in the counterindoctrination of his guests is a matter for conjecture. In any event, the
pamphlet is said to have been the
instrument that brought together
Schine, Cohn, and McCarthy. The
story is that last fall a Rabbi Schultz
of Yonkers, New York, who runs
an organization called the Jewish
League Against Communism, sought
out the hospitality of the Gulfstream
Hotel, another Schine hotel in
Miami Beach, found "Definition of
Communism" in his room, was
stunned by its depth of understanding, promptly sought out the author,
and introduced him to Roy Cohn.
Cohn, who was then preparing to go
to work for McCarthy, introduced
him to the Senator, who immediately
hired him.

Cohn and Schine
The New Nihilism
Immediately on joining the committee staff, Cohn and Schine were
placed in full charge of the first big
McCarthy production for 1953, the
campaign against the Voice of America and its parent agency, the International Information Administration.
Cohn and Schine came to New
York with nothing to go on but the
bits and pieces collected by members of the "Loyal American Underground" (see page 25). They themselves acknowledged that they had
made no particular study of conditions at the Voice. But the magic of
McCarfhyism lies largely in its Luther Burbank touch with humble
and unpromising materials; working
with nothing but a mass of trifling,
unrelated, and as a rule purely negative facts, it can produce whole fields
of Shasta daisies. By the time McCarthy and the television cameras
were through, they had toppled most
of the Voice leadership, forced the
leaders of the Administration party
to disown the agency, and sown despair and confusion everywhere in
the middle and lower ranks.
It is impossible to escape the conclusion that ruin was what they had
sought from the start. One of the
extraordinary things about McCarthyism is that it is a point of view—
and for some people, indeed, a way
of life—that can only be defined in
terms of itself. Most political movements, whether angelic or infernal
in character, have some sort of end
in view; they seek either to reconstruct or to modify social institutions. McCarthyism, however, seeks

nothing; it has no positive goals; and
those who make it a way of life, as
Cohn and Schine do, come very close
to being the purest sort of nihilists.
When, during the Voice investigation, officials who had been accused
of nothing at all and were merely
eager to preserve the good reputation of their offices against the testimony of wounded and embittered
subordinates, sought to explain what
they had been trying to do, they
found Cohn and Schine supremely
uninterested. Causes and reasons and
explanations simply bored them.
They were frank to say all they
sought was circumstantial evidence
of malfeasance; extenuating circumstances, if any, were none of their
business.
Often Voice executives would
plead such extenuating circumstances. One after another, while the
investigation was on they would go
to Cohn and Schine to argue that the
testimony of subordinates, while not
necessarily inaccurate, was misleading. They would appeal to the good
sense and discrimination of the investigators and petition them that
no judgment be made on the evidence of this testimony alone. Numerous interviews went pretty much
along the following lines:
COHN-SCHINE: SO what you're after
is a chance to clear your department.
Are you here to tell us that no mistakes have been made?
PETITIONER: Of course I'm not. I
admit there have been mistakes.
More than a few, I suppose. But
there ought to be some way of showing that by and large we're doing
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what we're supposed to do. I just
felt that there ought to be a little
sense of proportion in all of this.
You fellows are giving the impression we never do anything right.
COHN-SCHINE: Well, this committee isn't set up to show that agencies
are doing what they're supposed to
do. Our job is to find the weak spots.
We'd waste time and money if we
did it the other way around.
PETITIONER: I understand that. I'm
just saying you give the impression
we have nothing but failures.
COHN-SCHINE: We're not concerned
with what you do ninety per cent of
the time. It's the ten per cent—the
mistakes you yourself admit you
make—that interests us.
PETITIONER: I never said we made
mistakes ten per cent of the time.
My God, if I thought that I'd be
agreeing with you. I'd say it's less
than one per cent of the time.
COHN-SCHINE: Have it your own
way—ten per cent, one per cent—
whatever it is, that's what we're
after.
PETITIONER: Then I guess what
you're telling me is that the committee doesn't want to hear my side of
this. Is that it?
COHN-SCHINE: NO, we're not saying
that. We're not the committee. We
only work for it. All we're saying is
that we don't think the committee
would be interested in this kind of
testimony. We're not going to recommend that the committee hear you.
But if you want to write out your
answers to all this, that's your privilege. Give it to us, we'll give it to
the committee, and maybe they'll
hear you. We don't know. We just
don't think so.
PETITIONER: I see.
COHN-SCHINE: Of

course, if the

committee does hear you, we'll have
to go into the whole record. We can't
just put your story on. We'll have
to subpoena a lot of other people
in your office. You understand that,
don't you?
A New Low
As an instance of moral nihilism,
nothing excels the behavior of McCarthy and Cohn during the interrogation of Reed Harris, the former
State Department official who headed
the International Information Administration during a kind of interregnum last winter and who was
driven from the government by McCarthy after it was revealed that
Harris had written a book back in
1932 in which he had had some
harsh things to say about college
athletics and about American education in general.
In Harris's testimony on March 3,
it came out that in 1932 he had been
suspended from classes at Columbia
University because some of his editorials in the Spectator, the campus
daily, had struck the college authorities as being in poor taste. After
establishing this fact, McCarthy
asked Harris if he had at the time
been provided with the services of
an attorney by the American Civil
Liberties Union. This exchange took
place:
HARRIS: I had many offers of attorneys and one of those was from
the American Civil Liberties Union,
yes.
THE CHAIRMAN: The question is:
Did the Civil Liberties Union supply you with an attorney?
HARRIS: They did supply me with
an attorney.
THE CHAIRMAN: The answer is
"Yes"?
HARRIS: The answer is "Yes."
THE CHAIRMAN: YOU know that
the American Civil Liberties Union
has been listed as a front of the Communist Party?
HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, this was
1932.
THE CHAIRMAN: I know this was
1932. Do you know that they since
have been listed as a front doing the
work of the Communist Party?
HARRIS: I do not know that they
have been listed so. I have heard that
mentioned, or read that mentioned.

ow
is wrong here is not simN
ply that the American Civil Liberties Union was not in 1932 or at
WHAT

any time before or after that year
a Communist front; or that it has
never been so listed either by the
Attorney General or the FBI or any
committee of Congress; or that the
only charge of this nature ever to
be made came from the Tenney
Committee of the California Legislature, a source of such monumental
disreputability that even the House
Committee on Un-American Activities will not give credence to its
findings. The really breath-taking
thing about the Harris incident was
not the gall required to pursue the
line of questioning McCarthy pursued but that it was done on March
3, 1953, and that Roy Cohn was at
his side when he did it.
Those of us who watched this particular act observed that McCarthy,
just before asking Harris if he knew
about the political coloration of the
Civil Liberties Union, paused and
looked hesitantly at his Chief Counsel, clearly asking Cohn's approval
of what he was about to do. Cohn
responded with a silence that was
McCarthy's cue to press forward, and
with that silence new ground in
political immorality was broken.
For the fact of the matter was that
less than three weeks earlier Cohn
had attended and addressed an
American Civil Liberties Union conference at the Henry Hudson Hotel
in New York.
Bloodhounds with Wings
The Voice hearings came to an
end in late March. They were not
THE REPORTER
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completed; ft is characteristic of McCarthyism never to complete anything, and there has not been and
probably never will be any sort of
report or summation of findings.
The hearings themselves just trailed
off into nothingness. Then, sud-

denly, Cohn and Schine turned up
in Paris on Saturday, April 4, and
were off on their European tour.
This expedition appears to have
been set up only a few days in advance, and the purpose of it was so
obscure that almost everywhere the

travelers touched down they gave a
different account of why they were
traveling. In Paris they said they
were looking for inefficiency in government offices overseas. In Bonn
they said they were looking for subversives. Asked in Munich which it

EVOLUTION OF A POLICY
May 1952 — Recommendation by
Committee on Books Abroad, advisory subcommittee to State Department (members: Dr. Martin R. P. McGuire of Catholic University, chairman; Charles P. Brett, president of
the Macmillan Company; Cass Canfield, chairman of the board of Harper & Brothers; Robert L. Crowell,
president of Thomas Y. Crowell Company, and Keyes D. Metcalf, Director
of Libraries for Harvard University):
"The Committee is positive and
unanimous in its decision to recommend to the United States Advisory
Commission on Educational Excnange
that authorship should not be a criterion for determining whether or
not a book is available for USIS
libraries abroad."
February 19, 1953—State Department Directive signed by W. Bradley
Connors:
"In order to avoid all misunderstanding, no material by any controversial persons, Communists, fellow
travellers, etc., will be used under
any circumstances by any IIA media."
March 17, 1953—Memorandum to
Dr. Robert L. Johnson, IIA Director,
from Carl W. McCardle, for the Secretary of State:
". . . Responsible U.S. periodicals
of program value may be included
in U.S.I.S. overseas libraries. The
Mission should withdraw any individual issues containing any material hostile to U.S. objectives. . . ."
April 22, 7953—Statement submitted
by Richard A. Humphrey, Acting Assistant and Administrator, International Information Center Service,
after his testimony before the Hickenlooper Committee:
"Since February 18, 1953, the Information Center Service has, in pur-

suance to a new policy of the Department of State, sought security
clearance for authors of books under consideration for purchases for
progam use abroad."
June 11, 1953—Statement by Senator Joseph R. McCarthy:
"The committee's investigators
have discovered, using Library of
Congress statistics, that 31,345 books
by [257] writers who have been
named under oath as Communists or
who have public records of affiliation
with Communist fronts were purchased by the Truman-Acheson administration. . . . Following the disclosure of the facts by our committee,
the State Department, under its new
leadership, ordered books by Communist authors removed from the
shelves of our information centers in
other countries. As fast as we disclose more information on Communist writers, the State Department
has promised action in clearing out
this Communist propaganda. . . ."
June 15, 7953—Press conference of
Secretary John Foster Dulles:
Q: Does the Department have any
master list of authors whose books
are not to be included in overseas
libraries?
A: The Secretary said not that he
was aware of.
Q: Is there some distinction between
deshelving and burning?
A: The Secretary said all that he
could say was that he thought he
would be asked a question, perhaps,
about book burning, and so he
asked Dr. Johnson to let him know
how many books had been burned.
Dr. Johnson told him eleven. He said
that the reporters knew as much as
he did.
Q: Is it true that the directive involving these books sets the standard

of the reputation of the author
rather than the content of the book
in deciding which books should be
removed from the libraries?
A: The Secretary said that it was his
recollection that more emphasis is
put upon the Communist character of
the author than upon the content of
the book. . . .
June 17, 7953—President Eisenhower's press conference:
Q: Senator Hennings . . . remarked
that . . . you could demonstrate your
distaste for "book burning" by rescinding the State Department order
which permits books to be removed
from our foreign libraries because of
their authorship.
A: Now he has not seen that order.
As he said before, he has asked them
to bring it in and discuss it with
him. In fact he didn't know they had
issued one in the form that the reporter now apparently intimates that
it has. He didn't know there was a
definite proscription — whether we
had a list of books.
June 26, 1953—New York Times:
"The State Department said today
that more than 300 book titles by
about eighteen authors had been
removed from U.S. libraries abroad
under specific directives to rid the
Government's overseas information
program of works by Communist,
pro-Communist or "controversial"
writers. There were indications that
additional volumes running into the
hundreds had been removed from
library shelves under interpretations
by officers in the field.
"The department also announced
that a new directive was in preparation to end the confusion and excesses of zeal that officials acknowledged had resulted from earlier instructions."
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was, Cohn explained that it was both.
"Efficiency," he said, "includes complete political reliability. If anyone
is interested in the Communists, then
he cannot be efficient."
In Rome a new angle came to
light. McCarthy, back in Washington, had told the press that they had
been sent abroad to bring back a
report on the amount of money that
had been spent "in putting across
the Truman Administration" in
Europe. This was news to Cohn, but
he was equal to it. "We haven't
heard about that," he said, "but anything the chairman of our committee
says, if he said it, goes with us."
Apparently they had no purpose
beyond McCarthy's continuing one
of free-style, catch-as-catch-can harassment. For this, the trip was unnecessary; its victories could have
been enjoyed without any traveling
at all. Theodore Kaghan had been
publicly fingered in the course of the
Voice investigation; his days were
numbered from the moment McCarthy asked Reed Harris, in the televised hearings, how it happened
that he had in the HA a man,
Kaghan, who had twice been refused
security clearances. Cohn and Schine
merely publicized the unhappy affair.
The book burning was not a consequence of the trip; the State Department had begun to pulp, ignite, and
donate to charity the offending volumes the moment it learned that McCarthy had developed bibliographic
interests. By the time Cohn and
Schine got to the libraries, most of
them had been thoroughly bowdlerized; what remained to be done
scarcely required their attentions. In
terms of McCarthyism's own economy, the trip was wholly unnecessary.
Nevertheless, it was richly productive of mischief. Cohn and Schine
were a pair to be laughed at, but
they made a bitter jest, for they
moved about under a crazy-quilted
panoply that unmistakably bore,
among other devices, the Great Seal
of the United States.
The Whispering Gallery
Merely by their well-publicized presence in Europe, Cohn and Schine
robbed this republic of some of its
dignity. Their statements made matters worse, and some of their actions

were very nearly unspeakable. Nothing, perhaps, was worse than their
use of European informants to test
the loyalty of American personnel.
Once, when Cohn and Schine were
teen-agers, an FBI man called on a
British subject working in Washington and asked his opinion of the
loyalty of an American the Englishman chanced to know. The Englishman drew himself up and said, "Am
I to presume, sir, that you mean
loyalty to the Crown? In this regard, I would suppose Mr. A to be
most deficient."
Among men of principle engaged
in the sort of work Cohn and Schine
were supposed to be doing, the use
of foreign informants is thought to
be indefensible except in the most
extreme of circumstances. Yet Cohn
and Schine consulted many of them.
One was a young German journalist,
Wolfgang Lohde, who is regarded by
both German and American authorities as a careerist in the business of
selling political intelligence to anyone who will buy it. Lohde, with
whom Cohn and Schine conferred in
Munich, is a farily recent emigre
from the East Zone but one who, in
1952, signed his name to at least

one Communist "peace" petition in
West Germany. Cohn and Schine
listened to this man's tales about
American government employees.
Another of their informants was
a man named Hermann Aumer, a
former Bundestag representative
who lost his seat in October, 1950,
when it was revealed that his vote
for a raise in gasoline prices had
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been purchased by an oil company
for a fee of 22,000 marks. As a bribetaker he was expelled from the ranks
of the party he represented, the
Bayernpartei. Yet he was requested
by Cohn and Schine to brief them
on the activities of employees of the
United States government in Germany.
Cohn and Schine not only accorded their peculiar informants the
privilege of being heard; some they
actually deputized for further services. Thus, Herr Aumer informed
Americans he met after the departure of Cohn and Schine that he had
been assigned by them to report to
the McCarthy Committee on any
anti-McCarthy articles that appeared
in German newspapers that were
even partly financed by American
funds.
similar fashion, Mrs.
IVienna,
Hede Massing, the former toast of
became an authorized repN SOMEWHAT

resentative of the Congress of the
United States. Mrs. Massing was in
one post-toast stage the wife of Ger
hart Eisler, the Cominform agent
who jumped bail in this country to
become one of the leaders of the
Grotewohl Government in East Germany, and she was herself the leader
of a Communist spy ring in Washington in the 1930's. Reformed now,
she was the companion of Cohn and
Schine during their two tours of inspection in Munich and was asked
to. work for them there.
As a naturalized American, Mrs.
Massing had a perfect right to that
sort of employment provided she
could do the work, and of that there
was little doubt. Her association
with Cohn and Schine, though, provided an interesting example of the
power of good connections with McCarthy. For some six months before
the arrival of Cohn and Schine, Mrs.
Massing had been trying to carve out
a career for herself as a field officer
in the cold war. She had had the
thought that it would be a fine
stunt if the United States High
Commission would authorize her to
broadcast through the Iron Curtain
appeals addressed to her former husband, Herr Eisler, and she had also
thought it would be helpful if she
lectured in Germany, under American auspices, on the subject of "ComTHE REPORTER
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munist Infiltration of the United
States Government." As a sometime
journalist, she also wished the High
Commission to give her access to
classified political information within its possession.
The High Commission considered
her various requests and decided that
the national interest would not be
served by granting any of them. This
continued to be the High Commission's view even after Mrs. Massing
appeared with a letter from Cohn
and Schine vouching for her good
character and requesting the extension of courtesies. The High Commission, however, is an agency of the
Department of State, and shortly after
Cohn and Schine's visit, instructions
were transmitted from Washington
that Mrs. Massing would henceforth
be recognized as a representative of
the Legislative Branch and that she
was immediately to be given access
to the classified information she regarded as necessary to her work.
Gumshoes' Progress
Cohn's and Schine's dealings with
persons such as Lohde and Aumer
were for the most part conducted in
private. What made the trip a sensation was the public behavior of the
travelers, which was observed and
recorded for posterity by as many
journalists as normally are assigned
only to such eminences as kings,
Presidents, Prime Ministers, and
Rita Hayworth.
Even their exchanges with hotel
clerks were taken down. Checking
into the Hotel Excelsior in Munich,
they asked for adjoining rooms but
insisted that the accommodations be
separate. One of them explained to
the uncomprehending room clerk,
"You see, we don't work for the State
Department."
When Cohn and Schine repaired
to their hotels, the reporters covered
the building like cops preparing to
close in on a jewel thief. They did
not always learn the identity of visitors—many were skittish about revealing it—but they at least made an
accurate count on those using the
front stairs and those using the back
stairs, and they were able on occasion
to put certain statements made on
the run by Cohn and Schine into a
proper historical perspective. In
Bonn on April 6, for example, the

travelers told the press that they had
been conferring with "representatives of the German community." As
background for this, one reporter
cabled his office: "Since they arrived
on the night of April fifth, and since
all of their meetings and movements
then and today are known, it is probable that the 'representatives' referred to are taxi drivers and restaurant waiters, these being the only
Germans they have met so far."
Viennese Waltz
Vienna was a typical way station
for the investigators. They arrived
there by plane from Munich on Friday evening, April 10. (Hede Massing had been at the airport to see
them off, and as Cohn and Schine
went up the ramp, Cohn shouted
down, "So long, Hede. If anything
goes wrong, get in touch with Joe!")
They stayed in Vienna all day Saturday and into Sunday afternoon. The
total elapsed time was forty-one
hours, which was slightly above the
par of thirty-eight.
Three and a half of the forty-one
hours were devoted to the labor of
inspections, surveys, and talks with
government officials which they explained was their principal business.
This was one hour more than they
devoted to press conferences. They
held their first press conference immediately upon alighting from their
plane. At it, Cohn denied the Abendpost story about Schine's having hit
him on the head. It was, he said, "a
pack of lies." He did not try to pretend that he and Schine always saw

eye to eye. "We are not always in
constant agreement," he said, "but
then I am not always in agreement
with Senator McCarthy." He did not
choose to elaborate on this intriguing assertion. The report that he
and Schine had come to blows was,
he said, "so fantastic it is really
amusing." He then went on to give
the routine talk about the purposes
of their inquiry, pointing out that
the visit to Austria was unique in
that they had had no reports of subversion in government agencies there.
"Nobody in the State Department
projects in Austria has been named
before our committee as a possible
Communist sympathizer," he said.
"We are not trying to get after anybody here. We only want to check
on mismanagement and fix any responsibility for it."
After this press conference, Cohn
and Schine repaired to their hotel
and did not emerge until noon the
next day. They had left instructions
not to be disturbed on Saturday
morning. The newspapermen were
hard by in the corridors and observed that their only caller was the
Vienna correspondent for Hearst's
International News Service, a German. At noon, they paid a twentyminute call on the American ambassador, who had them given a
twenty-minute briefing on the work
of the embassy and the information
services. Since our information services in Austria are about as elaborate as they are any place in the
world—they include the management
of Austria's biggest daily newspaper
and its leading radio network, as well
as the conduct of intensive film,
pamphlet, lecturing, and book-publishing programs that reach far into
the Soviet occupation zone—time
must have imposed a rigorous economy on the briefing officials.
enlightened, au
I courant withand diplomacy
and psyNFORMED

chological warfare on that particular
frontier, Cohn and Schine went shopping. Schine visited a tobacconist
and added some unusual items to his
unusual collection. This, if the correspondents' timing was correct, took
an hour and was followed by a latish
lunch with two American officials—
the editor of the subsidized newspaper and the officer in charge of
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the subsidized radio network. The
conversation was general, according
to subsequent interviews with these
men, and could not greatly have
augmented Cohn's and Schine's store
of information.
NEXT went back to their
hotel, leaving it in midafternoon
for a tour of the spacious Soviet
Information Center. Here their interest, which reporters say had been
noticeably lagging, perked up. According to one American reporter's
account, Cohn and Schine, "speeding
through the cards, discovered that
the authors Agnes Smedley and
Theodore Dreiser, among others,
were represented in the Soviet Information Center's collection. A U.S.
escorting officer, pointing out other
books in the open shelves, showed
them that Mark Twain was also represented.
"Then the investigators headed for
the U.S. Information Center three
blocks away. Cohn and Schine took
only a cursory glance at the bookshelves and the lines of customers in
front of the circulation desk. As
usual they shielded their search from
the prying newsmen, but it was clear
that they were studying the files for
the presence of such authors as had
been spotted in the Soviets' card
catalogue down the street."
They stopped briefly in the periodicals room, determined that neither
the Freeman nor the American
Legion Magazine was available, and
complained of these lacks. The man
in charge confessed a regrettable
ignorance of the existence of the
Freeman as he scribbled down the
name of it; as for the American
Legion Magazine, he said his view
of the matter was that the number
of American Legionnaires in Vienna
wasn't quite great enough to justify
a library subscription. Cohn and
Schine also came across the widely
respected Commonweal, which one
of them called a "Communist Catholic magazine."

politely, how a combination of ignorance of the subject and half-hour
inspections could possibly enable
them to form reasonable judgments
of our government operations in
Vienna. They airily explained that
they were supplementing what they
had seen and learned with information gathered from reliable "Austrian sources." The press was unable
to learn the identity of the Austrian
sources; some of its members wondered by what feats of magic they
had managed to see any Austrians,
since their only known visitor was a
German newspaper writer and they
had visited no one. They are still
wondering.
On Sunday morning nothing was
accomplished. Schine stayed in his
room, and Cohn went for less than
half an hour to the Information Center to read some interoffice memos.
Right after that, the travelers went

Invisible Sources
The complete inspection of books
and periodicals lasted just a bit less
than thirty minutes. Right after it
Cohn and Schine held their second
Vienna press conference. It was like
all the others. The reporters asked,

out to the airport and said farewell
to lovely Vienna.
The Aldrich O. K.
That was the grand tour. It ended
with a visit to London, where the
reception was icy. Deeply hurt by
the jeering of the British press and
by the angry, challenging questions
about them in Parliament, they did
not look deeply into the workings of
the BBC, though it would have been
entirely legitimate and possibly most
beneficial for them to have done so.
They talked for twenty minutes or
so with one BBC official, Hugh
Carleton Greene; conferred briefly
with our Ambassador, Winthrop
Aldrich; and gave the world one last
belly laugh by announcing in regard
to the latter, "for a man who has
been here only two months, he seems
to have grasped the problems very
well." They got out of London fast
and flew back to McCarthy.
As of the moment, Cohn and Schine
are still at McCarthy's right hand
and in charge of his investigation of
exchange students. But the newspapers have reported the imminence of
change. Dr. }. B. Matthews, new Executive Director of McCarthy's committee, is reported to have been discouraged at the chaotic condition of
the committee's staff. Howard Rushmore, the Hearst newspaperman who
has been in charge of the committee's research department, has been
telling his friends that he will be
leaving soon and that Cohn and
Schine know so little about Communist conspiracy as to be almost totally
useless. Questioned by reporters,
Schine has not denied the possibility
of his early leavetaking.
Already, however, new vistas are
opening up for Schine. While still
formally working for McCarthy,
Schine has for the past month or so
been spending much of his time as
an adviser to Dr. Robert L. Johnson,
the former advertising director of
Time, Inc., who now heads the Voice
of America. Dr. Johnson inherited a
badly shattered organization and
needs help in reshaping it. That is
where Schine comes in. He is helping
Dr. Johnson, he said the other day,
to select personnel to carry out, in
that branch of the government, the
bold new policy the Eisenhower Administration hopes to advance.
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The McCarthyization
Of Theodore Kaghan
THEODORE KAGHAN
matter lightly. It was the last day
of February, and I assumed that
within a few days everything would
be straightened out. I knew that I
had been cleared for loyalty and security, and I waited for the Department of State to send me some kind
of instructions, advice, or information. I was so sure that nothing serious could come of the irresponsible
charges that had been made against
me and Ed Schechter, my Vienna-born
radio chief, that I airily pooh-poohed
Schechter's alarm. The Department
will clear it up, I told him; take it
easy; our records speak for themselves.
The Department said nothing and
cleared up nothing. After waiting
more than a week, I sent a cable to
the Department, dated March 9, saying that Schechter and I had refrained from individual action on the
allegations against us pending Departmental instructions. In view of
the absence of such instructions, the
cable continued, we wished to be
heard by the McCarthy Committee
at the earliest opportunity. No answer. Two weeks passed without a
peep. I had several occasions to speak
to Public Affairs people in Washington on the telephone during that
period, and invariably asked, among
other things, about an answer to my
cable. Their replies were guarded, to
put it kindly, but it was made clear
that action on the matter was beyond
the competence of the International
Information Administration people
who dealt with Germany.
Finally I told Sam Reber, the Deputy High Commissioner for GerTVTHEN the news first reached me in many, who was taking off for Wash»» Bonn that I had been mentioned ington about two weeks after I had
at a hearing of the McCarthy Com- sent my cable, that he could tell the
mittee as a security risk, I took the powers that be that unless I heard

On February 28, 1953, at a hearing
before Senator McCarthy's Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations,
James F. Thompson, Facilities Manager of the Voice of America, stated
that Theodore Kaghan, Acting Deputy Director of the Public Affairs
Division of HICOG (U.S. High Commission, Germany), did not have security clearance to work for the Voice,
that his office was responsible for
"inordinate delays," and that he was
one of "a bunch of pseudo-Americans." Kaghan's March 9 cable requesting a hearing was not acted
upon by the State Department.
On April 5 Roy M. Cohn and Gerard David Schine, investigators for
the subcommittee, arrived in Bonn
during their tour of U.S. propaganda
agencies abroad. While in Germany
Mr. Cohn made it clear that he considered Mr. Kaghan Communistically inclined.
On April 28, April 29, and May 5,
Mr. Kaghan was finally allowed to
appear before the subcommittee in
Washington. On May 11, while he
was flying back to Bonn, it was revealed that the "State Department
had accepted his resignation."
On May 28 some 250 friends of
Mr. Kaghan's, including Dr. James
B. Conant, U.S. High Commissioner
for Germany, appeared at a farewell
testimonial party for him. A number
of the guests were subsequently
asked to provide lists of the people
they saw there.
The following is Mr. Kaghan's account of the events leading to his
resignation.

something from them within a few
days I would cable the McCarthy
Committee directly to ask for a hearing. Schechter joined me in telling
this to Reber, who was at all times
most sympathetic.
A day or two after Reber arrived
in Washington a cable came in answer to mine of March 9. It said, in
substance, that Schechter's case and
mine were under review and that we
would be advised of any action taken.
Both Schechter and I considered it a
highly unsatisfactory reply, but being good State Department bureaucrats of long standing, we followed
the order to stay put and shut up.
Meanwhile our names slid in and out
of the news.
Cohn and Schine. We
T
in
were advised of their
arrival by a cable from the State
HEN CAME
HICOG

Department sent simultaneously to
Paris, Frankfurt, Berlin, Bonn, Munich, and Vienna. Cohn and Schine
wanted, the cable said, to consult
with top Public Affairs people at all
points.
When the cable arrived, the Director of Public Affairs, Alfred
Boerner, was on leave. He had taken
off alone in his car a day or two
before, headed for Italy. In view of
the fact that Cohn and Schine might
be embarrassed to find that I, as
Deputy, was in charge of the operations in Germany, it was decided to
try to find Boerner and call him
back. The decision was made by the
Executive Director of HICOG, Glenn
Wolfe, and Reber in consultation
with me. (High Commissioner James
B. Conant was in the United States
with Chancellor Konrad Adenauer.)
Boerner's wife and I were the only
ones who knew that he was going to
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