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Free Food
[RIPPING OFF RESTAURANTS]

N A COUNTRY SUCH AS Amcrika, there is bound to be
a hell of a lot of food lying around just waiting to be
ripped off. If you want to live high off the hog without having to do the dishes, restaurants are easy
pickings. In general, many of these targets are easier marks
if you are wearing the correct uniform. You should always
have one suit or fashionable dress outfit hanging in the
closet for the proper heists. Specialized uniforms, such as
nun and priest garb, can be most helpful. Check out your
local uniform store for a wide range of clothes that will get
you into—and especially out of—all kinds of doors.

I

In every major city there are usually bars that cater to
the Now Generation-type riff-raff trying to hustle their
way up the escalator of Big Business. Many of these bars
have a buffet with hors d'oeuvres served free as a come-on
to drink more booze. Take a half-empty glass from a
table and use it as a prop to ward off the anxious waitress.
Walk around sampling the free food until you've had
enough. Often there are five or six such bars in close
proximity, so moving around can produce a delightful
"street smorgasbord." Dinner usually begins at 5:00 P M .
If you are really hungry, you can go into a self-service
cafeteria and finish the meal of someone who left a lot on
the plate. Self-service restaurants are usually good places
to cop things like mustard, ketchup, salt, sugar, toilet paper,
silverware and cups for home use. Bring an empty school
bag and load up after you've cased the joint. Finishing leftovers can be worked in even the fanciest of restaurants.
When you are seated at a place where the dishes still remain,
chow down real quick. Then after the waitress hands you
the menu, say you have to meet someone outside first, and
leave.
There are still some places where you can get all you can
eat for a fixed price. The best of these places are in Las
Vegas. Sew a plastic bag onto your tee-shirt or belt and
wear a loose-fitting jacket or coat to cover any noticeable
bulge. Fried chicken is the best and the easiest to pocket
(or should we say bag).
In fancy sit-down restaurants, you can order a large
meal and halfway through the main course, take a little
dead cockroach or a piece of glass out of your pocket and
place it deftly on the plate. Jump up astonished and summon the headwaiter. "Never have I been so insulted. I
could have been poisoned," you scream, slapping down the
napkin. You can refuse to pay, and leave, or let the waiter
talk you into having a brand new meal on the house for this
terrible inconvenience.
In restaurants where you pay at the door just before leaving, there are a number of free-loading tricks that can be
utilized. After you've eaten a full meal and gotten the
check, go into the restroom. When you come out go to the
counter or another section of the restaurant and order coffee and pie. Now you have two bills. Simply pay the cheaper
one when you leave the place. This can be worked with a
friend in the following way. Sit next to each other at the
counter. He should order a big meal and you a cup of

coffee. Pretend you don't know each other. When he leaves,
he takes your check and leaves the one for the large meal
on the counter. After he has paid the cashier and left the
restaurant, you pick up the large check, and then go into
the astonishment routine, complaining that somebody took
the wrong check. You end up only paying for your coffee.
Later, meet your partner and reverse the roles in another
place.
In all these methods, you should try to leave a good tip
for the waiter or waitress, especially with the roach-in-theplate gambit. You should try to avoid getting the employees
in trouble or screwing them out of a tip.
One fantastic method of not only getting free food but
getting the best available is the following technique that
can be used in large metropolitan areas. Look in a large
magazine shop for gourmet digests and tourist manuals.
Swipe one or two and copy down a good name from the
masthead inside the cover. Making up a name can also
work. Next, invest $5.00 to print business cards with the
name of the magazine and the new "associate editor." Call
or simply drop into a fancy restaurant, show a copy of the
magazine and present the manager with your card. They
will insist that the meal be on the house.
Great places to get fantastic meals are weddings, bar
mitzvahs, testimonials and the like. The newspaper society
sections have lists of weddings and their locations. If your
city has a large Jewish population, subscribe to the newspaper that services the Jewish community. There are extensive lists in these papers of family occasions where lots
of good food is served. Show up at the back of the
synagogue a few hours after the affair has begun with a
story of how you'd like to bring some left-overs of "good
Jewish food" back to your fraternity or sorority. If you
want to get the food served to you out front, you naturally
have to disguise yourself to look straight. Remarks such as
"I'm Marvin's cousin" or learning the bride's name ("Gee
Dorothy looks marvelous") are great. . . . A man and
woman team can work this freeload much better than a
single person, as they can chatter back and forth while
stuffing themselves.
If you're really into a classy free meal, and you are in
a city with a large harbor, check out the passenger ship
section in the back pages of the newspaper. There you
find the schedule of departures for ocean cruises. Most
trips begin with a fantastic bon voyage party on board ship.
Just walk on a few hours before departure time and start
swinging. Champagne, caviar, lobster, shrimp and more—
all as free as the open seas. If you get really bombed and
miss getting off, you can also wiggle a ride across the ocean.
You get sent back as soon as you hit the other side, but it's
a free ocean cruise. You should have a pretty good story
ready to go, or you might do the trip in the brig.

[ F R E E FOOD PROGRAM]

I

N AMERiKA, THERE IS a national food stamp program
that unfortunately is controlled by the states. Many
states, for racist reasons, do not want to make it too
available, or even to publicize the fact that it exists.
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It is a much better deal than the food program connected
with welfare because you can use the stamps to buy any
kind of food. The only items excluded are tobacco products
and alcoholic beverages. In general, you can qualify if you
earn less than $165 per month; the less you earn, the more
stamps you can receive. There is minimal hassle involved
once you get by the first hurdle. Show up at your local food
stamp office, which can be found by calling the Welfare
Department in your city. Make an appointment to see a
representative for your area. They will tell you to bring all
sorts of receipts, but the only thing you need is a few rent
stubs for the most recent months. If the receipts are for a
high rent, tell them you rent a room from a group of people
but eat separately. They really only want to prove that you
have cooking facilities. Once you get stamps, you can pick
them up regularly. Some states even mail them to your pad.
You can get up to a hundred dollars worth of free purchases
a month per person in the most liberal states.
Large amounts of highly nutritional food can be gotten
for as little as three cents per meal from a non-profit organization called Multi-Purpose Food for Millions Foundation,
Inc. Their address is 1800 Olympic Avenue, Santa Monica,
California. Write and they will send you details.

[SUPERMARKETS]

Talking about food in Amerika means talking about supermarkets—mammoth, neon-lighted streets of food packaged to hoodwink the consumer. Many a Yippie can be
found in the aisles, stuffing his pockets with assorted delicacies. We have been shoplifting from supermarkets on a
regular basis without raising the slightest suspicion.
We are not alone, and the fact that so much stealing goes
on and the supermarkets still bring in huge profits shows exactly how much overcharging has occurred in the first place.
Supermarkets, like other businesses, refer to shoplifting as
"inventory shrinkage." It's as if we thieves were helping
Big Business reduce weight. So let's view our efforts as
methods designed to trim the economy, and push forward
with a positive attitude.
Never go shopping in the supermarket without a briefcase (men) or a large handbag (women). In those crowded
aisles, especially the ones with piles of cases, all sorts of
goodies can be transferred quickly from shopping cart to
handbag. A drop bag can be sewn inside a trench coat for
more efficient thievery. Don't worry about mirrors or attendants; never look at them. Become a discriminating shopper and don't stuff any of the cheap shit in your pockets.
Small bottles and jars often have the same size cap as
the larger, expensive sizes. If they have the price stamped
on the cap, switch caps, getting the larger size for the
cheaper price. You can empty a pound of margarine and fill
it with sticks of butter. Small, narrow items can be hidden in
the middle of rolls of toilet paper. Larger supermarkets sell
records. You can sneak two good LPs into one of those large
frozen pizza boxes. In the produce department, there are
bags for fruit and vegetables. Slip a few steaks or some lamb
chops into the bottom of a large brown bag and pile some
potatoes on top. Have the little man in the white coat weigh
the bag, staple it and mark the price. With a black crayon,

you can also mark your own prices.
It's best to work shoplifting in the supermarket with a
partner who can act as look-out and shield you from the
eyes of nosey employees, shoppers and other crooks trying
to pick up some pointers. Work out a prearranged set of
signals with your partner.
You can walk into a supermarket, get a few items from
the shelves, and walk around eating food in the aisles. Pick
up some cherries and eat them. Have a spoon in your pocket
and open some yogurt. Open a pickle or olive jar. Get some
sliced meat or cheese from the delicatessen counter and eat
it up, making sure to ditch the wrapper. The cart full of
items, used as a decoy, can just be left in an aisle before you
leave the store.
Case the joint before pulling a big rip-off. Know the least
crowded hours, learn the best aisles to be busy in, and check
out the store's security system. Once you get into shoplifting in supermarkets, you'U really dig it. You'll be surprised
to learn that the food tastes better.
Large chain stores like Safeway throw away day-old vegetables and the outer leaves of lettuce, celery and the like.
This stuff is usually found in crates outside the back of the
building. Tell them you're working with animals at the college labs, or that you raise guinea pigs. They might even get
into saving them for you, but if they don't, just show up
before the garbage is collected (generally early in the morning) , and they'll let you cart away what you want. Dented
cans and dented fruit can often be gotten free, or certainly
at a reduced rate. They are still as good as the undamaged
ones.
[WHOLESALE MARKETS]

ARGE CITIES ALL HAVE a wholesale fruit and vegetable
area where the workers will often give you loads of
, free food just for the asking. Get a good story to•" gether. Get some church stationery and type a letter "To whom it may concern" introducing yourself, or
better still, wear some clerical garb. Orchards also make
good pickings just after the harvest has been completed.
Factories often will give you a case or two of free merchandise for a "charitable" reason. Make some calls around
town and then go pick up the stuff at the end of the week.
A great idea is to get a good list of a few hundred large
corporations around the country by looking up their addresses at the library. Poor's Register of Companies, Directors and Executives has the most complete list. Send them
all letters complaining about how the last box of cereal was
only half full, or how you found a dead fly in the can of
peaches. They often will send you an ample supply of items
just to keep you from complaining to your friends, or worse,
taking them to court. Often you can get stuff sent to you
by just telling them how good their product is compared to
the trash you see nowadays. You know the type of letter.
"Rice Krispies have had a fantastic effect on my sexual
prowess," or "Your frozen asparagus has given a whole new
meaning to my life." In general, though, the nasties get the
best results.
Slaughterhouses usually have meat that they will give
away. They are anxious to give to church children's programs
and things like that. In most states, there is a law that if the
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slab of meat touches the ground, they have to throw it away.
Drop around meat houses late in the day and trip a few
trucks.
Fishermen always have hundreds of pounds of fish that
have to be thrown out. You can have as much as you can
cart away, generally just for the asking. Boats come in late
in the afternoon and they'll give you some of the catch, or
you can go to the markets early in the morning when the
fishing is best.
These methods of getting food in large quantities can only
be appreciated by those who have tried them. You will be
totally baffled by the unbelievable quantities of food that
will be laid on you, and by the ease of panhandling.
Investing in a freezer will allow you to make bi-weekly
or even monthly trips to the wholesale markets, and you'll get
the freshest foods, to boot. Nothing can beat getting it wholesale for free. Or is it free for wholesale? In any event, "Bon
appetit."

nutritional diets. There is a lot to learn, such as where to
get raw grains in 100-pound lots and how to cut up a side
of beef. A good idea is to get a diet freak to give weekly
talks in the store-front. Cooking lessons can also be given.
Organizing a community around a basic issue of survival
such as food makes a lot of nitty-gritty sense. After your
conspiracy gets off the ground and looks permanent, you
should seek to expand it to include more members, and an
emergency food fund should be set up in case something happens in the community. There should also be a fund whereby the conspiracy can sponsor free community dinners tied
into celebrations. Get it together and join the fight for a
worldwide food conspiracy. Seize the time! STEAK!

[FOOD CONSPIRACIES]

Forming a food cooperative is one of the best ways to
promote solidarity and get every kind of food you need to
survive real cheap. It also provides a ready-made bridge for
developing alliances with blacks, Puerto Ricans, chicanos
and other groups fighting our common oppressor on a community level.
Call a meeting of about 20 communes, collectives or community organizations. Set up the ground rules. There should
be a hard core of real good hustlers that serve as the shopping or hunting party, and another group of people who
have their heads together enough to keep records and run
the central distribution center. Two or three in each group
should do it. They can get their food free for the effort. Another method is to rotate the activity among all members of
the conspiracy. The method you choose depends upon your
politics and whether you favor a division of labor or using
the food conspiracy as a training for collective living. Probably a blend of the two is best, but you'll have to hassle that
out for yourself. The next thing to agree upon is how the
operation and all the shit you get will be paid for. This
depends on a number of variables, so we'll map out one
scheme and you can modify it to suit your particular situation. Each member of every commune should be assessed
a fee for joining. You want to get together about $2000, so
with 200 members this is ten bucks apiece. After the joining
fee, each person or group has to pay only for the low-budget
food ordered, but some loot is needed to get things rolling.
The money goes to getting a store-front or garage, a beat-up
truck, some scales, freezers, bags, shelving, chopping blocks,
slicer and whatever else you need. You can get great deals
by looking in the classified ads of the local overground newspaper and checking for restaurants or markets going out of
business. Remember-—the idea of a conspiracy is to get tons
of stuff at real low prices or free into a store-front, and then
break it down into smaller units for each group and eventually each member. The freezers allow you to store perishables
for a longer time.
The hunting party should be well acquainted with how to
rip off shit totally free and where all the best deals are to be
found. They should know what food is seasonal and about

Free Money

N

o BOOK ON SURVIVAL should fail to give you some
good tips on how to rip off bread. Really homing in on this chapter will put you on Freeloader
Street for life, 'cause in Amerika, with money
the only thing you'll have trouble getting is poor.
[WELFARE]

It's so easy to get on welfare that anyone who is broke
and doesn't have a regular relief check coming in is nothing
but a goddam lazy bum. Each state has a different set-up.
The raci.st penny-pinchers of Mississippi dole out only $8.00
a month. New York dishes out the most, with monthly payments up to $120. The Amerikan Public Welfare Association publishes a book called Public Welfare Directory with
information on exactly what each welfare agency provides
and how you go about qualifying. You can read the directory at any public library to find out all you can about how
your local office operates.
When you've discovered everything you need to know,
head on down to the Welfare Department in your grubbiest clothes. Not sleeping the night before helps. The receptionist will assign an "intaker" to interview you. After
a long wait, you'll be directed to a desk. The intaker raps to
you for a while, generally showing sympathy for your plight,
and turns you over to the caseworker, who will make the
final assessment.

Illustrations by Greg Irons
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[UNEMPLOYMENT]

Have your heaviest story ready to ooze out. If you have
no physical disabilities, lay down a "mentally deranged"
rap. Getting medical papers saying you have any long-term
illness or defect helps a lot. Tell the caseworker you get
dizzy spells on the job and faint in the street. Keep bobbing
your head or yawning. Tell him you tried to commit suicide
recently because you just can't make it in a world that has
forgotten how to love. Don't lay it on too obviously. Wait
till he pries some of the details from you. This makes the
story more convincing. Most welfare workers are young and
hip. The image you are working on is that of a warm, sensitive kid victimized by brutal parents and a cold, ruthless
society. Tell them you held off coming for months because
you wanted to maintain some self-respect even though you
have been walking the streets broke and hungry. If you are
a woman, tell him you were recently raped.
After about an hour or so of this soap-opera stuff, you'll
be ready to get your first check. From then on it's a monthly
check, complete medical care for free and all sorts of other
outasight benefits. Occasionally the caseworker will drop by
your pad or ask you down to the office to see how you're
coming along, but with your condition, things don't look so
good. Don't abandon hope, though. Hope always helps fill in
a caseworker's report.
The real trick is to parlay welfare payments in a few
different states. Work out an exchange system with a buddy
and mail each other the checks when they come in. If the
caseworker comes by, your roommate can say you went to
find a job or enroll in a class. We know cats who have parlayed welfare payments up to $600 a month.

Every outlaw should learn everything there is to know
about the rules governing unemployment insurance. As in
the case of welfare, rules, eligibility and size of payments
differ from state to state. In New York you are eligible for
payments equivalent to half your weekly salary (before
taxes), up to $65 per week, on the condition that you have
worked for a minimum of 20 weeks during the year. Payments are somewhat lower in most other states.
In order to collect, you must show you are actively
searching for a job and keep a record of employers you
contact. This can easily be fudged. Every time you're questioned about it, mention one or two companies. If your hair
is long you'll have no problem. Just say they won't hire you
until you get a haircut. When this is the case, the unemployment office cannot cut off your payments (or your hair).
They also cannot make you accept a job you do not want.
Tell them any job offer you get is not challenging enough
for your talents. Unemployment can be collected for six
months before payments are terminated. Twenty more weeks
of slavery and you can go back to maintaining your dignity in the unemployment line. These job insurance payments cannot be taxed, and since you are working so few
weeks out of each year your taxable income is at a minimum.
Read all the fine print for Tax Form 1040 (the long form)
and discover all the deductible loopholes available to you.
You should wind up paying no taxes at all, or having all the
taxes that were deducted from your pay reimbursed. Never
turn over to the government any funds you can rip off. Remember, it isn't your government, so why submit to its
taxation if you feel you do not have representation?
[RIP-OFFS]

F YOU ARE CLOSING OUT your checking account, overdraw your account by $10. The bank won't bother
chasing you down for a lousy ten bucks.
Call the telephone operator from time to time and
tell her you lost some change in a pay phone. They will
mail you cash.
You can get $150 to $600 in advance by willing your body
to a university medical school. They have you sign a lot of
papers and they put a tattoo on your foot. You can get the
tattoo removed and sell your body to the folks across the
street. The universities can be ripped off by enrolling, applying for a loan and bugging out after the loan comes through.
This is a lot easier than you might imagine, and you can hit
them for up to $2500 with a good enough story.
The airlines will give you $250 for each piece of luggage
you lose when flying. The following is a good way to lose
your luggage: When you get off a plane, have a friend meet
you at the gate. Give him your luggage claim stubs and
arrange to meet at a washroom or restaurant. Your friend
picks up the bags and takes them out of the baggage room.
Before he leaves the airport he turns over the stubs to you
at your prearranged rendezvous. You casually wander over
to the baggage department and search for your elusive luggage. When all the baggage has been claimed, file a complaint
with the lost and found department. They'll have you fill out
a form, explain that it probably got misplaced on another
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carrier, and promise to send it to you as soon as it is located.
In a month you'll receive a check for $250 per bag. Enjoy
your flight.
[THE INTERNATIONAL YIPPIE CURRENCY EXCHANGE]

Every time you drop a coin into a slot you are losing
money needlessly. There is at least one foreign coin that is
the same size (or close enough) that will do the trick for less
than a penny.
Washers are the most popular types of slugs. You can go
to any hardware store and match them up with various coins.
Sometimes you might have to put a small piece of Scotch
tape over one side of the hole in the middle of the washer
to make it more effective. Each washer is identified by its
material and a number, e.g., # 1 4 brass washer—which with
Scotch tape on one side is a perfect dime. When you get the
ones you want, you can buy thousands for next to nothing
(especially at industrial supply stores) and pass them out
to your friends.
[TELEPHONES]

R

IPPING OFF THE PHONE company is so common that
Bell Telephone has a special Security Division that
tries to stay just a little ahead of the average free- loader. Many great devices like the coat-hanger
release switch have been scrapped because of changes in
the phone box. Even the credit card fake-out is doomed to
oblivion as the company switches to more computerized
techniques. In our opinion, as long as there is a phone company, and as long as there are outlaws, nobody need ever
pay for a call. In 1969 alone the phone company estimated
that over 10 million dollars worth of free calls was placed
from New York City. Nothing, however, compares with the
rip-off of the people by the phone company. In that same
year American Telephone and Telegraph made a profit of
8.6 billion dollars! Like all public utilities, AT&T passes
itself off as a service owned by the people, while in actuality
nothing could be further from the truth. Only a small percentage of the public owns stock in these companies and a
tiny elite clique makes all the policy decisions. Ripping off
the phone company is an act of revolutionary love, so help
spread the word.
[PAY PHONES]

You can make a local ten-cent call for two cents by
spitting on the pennies and dropping them in the nickel
slot. As soon as they are about to hit the trigger mechanism,
bang the coin return button. Another way is to spin the
pennies counterclockwise into the nickel slot. Hold the
penny in the slot with your finger and snap it, spinning
with a key or other flat object. Both systems take a certain
knack, but once you've perfected the technique, you'll always have it in your survival kit.
If two cents is too much, how about a call for one penny?
Cut a 14 -inch strip off the telephone book cover. Insert the
cardboard strip into the dime slot as far as it will go. Drop
a penny in the nickel slot until it catches in the mechanism.
(Spinning will help.) Then slowly pull the strip out until

you hear the dial tone.
Bend a bobbie pin, after removing the plastic from the
tips, and jab it down into the transmitter or the mouthpiece.
When it presses against the metal diaphragm, rub it on a
metal wall or pipe to ground it. When you've made contact
you'll hear the dial tone. If the phone uses old-fashioned
rubber black tubing to enclose the wires running from the
headset to the box, you can insert a metal tack through the
tubing, wiggle it around a little until it makes contact with
the bare wires, and touch the tack to a nearby metal object
for grounding.
Put a dime in the phone, dial the operator and tell her you
have ten cents credit. She'll return your dime and you'll
get your call free. If she asks why, say you made a call on
another pay phone, lost the money, and the operator told
you to switch phones and call the credit operator.
This same method works for long distance calls. Call the
operator and find out the rate for your call. Hang up and call
another operator, telling her you just dialed San Francisco
direct, got a wrong number and lost $.95, or whatever it is.
She will connect you free of charge.
If there are two pay phones next to each other, you can
call long distance on one and put the coins in the other.
When the operator cuts in and asks you to deposit money,
drop the coins into the one you are not using, but hold the receiver up to the slots so the operator can hear the bells ring.
When you've finished, you can simply press the return button on the phone with the coins in it and out they come. If
you have a good tape recorder you can record the sounds
of a quarter, dime and nickel going into a pay phone and
play them for the operator in various combinations when
she asks for the money. Turn the volume up as loud as you
can get it.
You can make a long distance call and charge it to a phone
number. Simply tell the operator you want to bill the call
to your home phone because you don't have the correct
change. Tell her there is no one there now to verify the call,
but you will be home in an hour and she can call you there
if there is any question. Make sure the area code exchange
is correct.
Always have a few made-up credit card numbers. The
code letter for 1970 is S, then seven digits of the phone
number and a three-digit district number (not the same as
the area code). [See RAMPARTS, August 1970: "Ripping Off
Ma Bell."] The district number should be under 599. Example: S-473-2100-421 or S-637-3402-035. Look up the
phone numbers for large corporations in the phone book.
You can find the district numbers for your area by simply
requesting a credit card for your home phone, which is very
easy to get, and then using the last three numbers with another phone number. Usually, making up exotic numbers
from far-away places will work quite well, as it would be
impossible for an operator to spot a phony number in the
short time she has to check her list. If the people you call
get inquiries from the phone company, tell them a lot of
people use the phone and not to bother you anymore.
[HOME PHONES]

We advise against making phony credit card calls on a
home phone. We have seen a gadget that you install between
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the wall socket and the cord which not only allows you to
receive all the calls you want for free, but eliminates the
standard form of electronic bugging. They are being manufactured and sold for 50 dollars by a disgruntled telephone
engineer in Massachusetts. Unfortunately you are going to
have to find him on your own or duplicate his efforts, for he
has sworn us to secrecy. If someone does offer you such a
device, it probably really does work. Test it by installing it
and having someone call you from a pay phone. If it's working, the person should get his dime back at the end of the
call.
Actually, if you have the slightest information about wiring, you can have your present phone disconnected on the
excuse that you'll be leaving town for a few months, and
then connect the wires into the main trunk lines on your
own. Extensions can easily be attached to your main line
without the phone company knowing about it.
If you plan to stay at your present address for only a few
more months, stop paying the bill and call like crazy. After
a month you get the regular bill, which you avoid paying.
Another month goes by and the next bill comes, with last
month's balance added to it. Shortly thereafter you get a
note advising you that your service will be terminated in ten
days if you don't pay the bill. Wait a few days and send them
a five- or ten-dollar money order with a note saying you've
had an accident and are pressed for funds because of large
medical bills, but you'll send them the balance as soon as
you are up and around again. That will hold them for another
month. In all, you can stretch it out for four or five months
with a variety of excuses and small payments. (This also
works with the gas and electric companies and with any department stores you conned into letting you charge.)
You can get the deposit for half of the normal rate if you
are a student or have other special qualifications. Surprisingly, these rates and discounts vary from area to area, so
check around before you go into the business office for your
phone. There is an incredible 50-cent charge per month for
not having your phone listed. If you want an unlisted phone,
you can avoid this fee by having the phone listed in a fictitious name, even if the bill is sent to you. lust say you want
your roommate's name listed instead of your own.

Assorted Free-Bees
[PETS]

Your local SPCA will give you a free dog, cat, bird or
other pet. Have them inspect and innoculate the animal,
which they will do free of charge. You can get free or very
cheap medical care for your pet at a school for veterinary
medicine.
Every year the National Park Service gives away surplus
elk in order to keep the herds under its jurisdiction from outgrowing the amount of available land for grazing. Write to:
Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park, Yellowstone,
Wyoming 93020. You must be prepared to pay the freight
charges for shipping the animal and guarantee that you can
provide enough grazing land to keep the big fellow happy.
Under the same arrangement the government will send you
a free buffalo. Write to: Office of Information, Department
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of the Interior, Washington, D.C. So many people have
written them recently demanding their free buffalo that they
called a press conference to publicly attack the Yippies for
creating chaos in the government. Don't take any buffalo
shit from these petty bureaucrats; demand the real thing.
Demand your Free Buffalo.

You can get a free 16-mm movie about parakeets called
"More Fun with Parakeets" by writing to: R. T. French
Co., 9068 Mustard Street, Rochester, New York 14609.
[SECURITY]

For this trick, you need some money to begin with. Deposit it in a bank and return in a few weeks, telling them you
lost your bank book. They give you a card to fill out and
sign and in a week you will receive another book. Now withdraw your money. This leaves you with your original money
and a bank book showing a balance. You can use this as
identification, to prevent vagrancy busts when traveling, as
collateral for bail or for opening a charge account at a store.
Another trick is to buy some travelers checks. Wait a week
and report your checks lost. They'll give you new ones to
replace the missing ones. You spend your new checks and
keep the ones you reported lost as security. (This security
is great for international travel, especially at border crossings.) If you want you can spend the travelers checks by
giving them to a friend to forge your name. Before you call
the office to report the loss, call the police station and say
you were mugged and your wallet was stolen. The agency
always asks if you have reported the lost checks to the police,
so you can safely answer yes. Never do this for more than
$500, and never more than once with any one company.
[POSTAGE]

Because almost all letters are machine-processed, any
stamp that is the correct size will pass. Easter seals arid a
variety of other stamps usually get by the electronic scanner.
If you put the stamp on a spot other than the upper righthand corner, it will not be cancelled and can be used again
by the person who gets your letter. If you have a friend
working in a large corporation, you can run your organization's mail through their postage meter.
Those ridiculous free introductory offers or subscription
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letters that you get in the mail often have a postage-guaranteed return postcard for your convenience. The next one you
get, paste it on a brick and drop it in the mailbox. The
company is required by law to pay the postage. You can also
get rid of all your garbage this way.

[MINISTRY]

Unquestionably one of the best deals going is becoming
a minister in the Universal Life Church. They will send you,
absolutely free, bona fide ordination papers. These entitle
you to all sorts of discounts and tax exemptions. Right
now, sit down and write to Universal Life Church, Inc.,
601 Third Street, Modesto, California 95351.
[ATROCITIES]

Join the Army!

the hotel. Once at the roulette or craps table you and your
friend bet the same amount of chips against each other
on even-paying chances. For example, he would bet on red
and you on black. When either of you wins you keep the
house chips; when you lose, turn in the specially marked
chips that cannot be cashed in. What you are doing is
simply exchanging the chips you came with for house chips
that you can cash in for real dough. Theoretically your two
vacations should cost $23 if you do the betting at the crap
table and $52 if you bet even chances at roulette. It sure
is a hell of a vacation for the money, and you get free
champagne on some flights.
You can get half a vacation free by going to the Amerikan Embassy or Consulate in the country you find yourself in and claiming that you're destitute. There is a law on
the books that says they have to send you home. They
might try to send you away, but be persistent. Make up a
story about how your parents are away from home. Say
you got mugged or something and you are about to go to
the newspapers with your story. Eventually they'll get you
a free plane ticket. They stamp your passport invalid,
though, and you have to pay the government back before
you can use it again.
[DRINKS]

When hitching, it's a good idea to carry a bottle opener
and a straw. You take the caps off soda bottles while they're
still in the machine and drink them dry without ever touching the bottle.

[VETERAN'S B E N E F I T S ]

Write to the Veteran's Administration Information Service, Washington, D.C. 20420, asking them for the free
services they provide for veterans. Send 15 cents to the
Government Printing Office for their booklet, "Federal Benefits Available to Veterans and Their Dependents."
[WATCHES]

A $330 Bulova sport-timer, accurate to one-tenth of a
second, will be loaned free to judges and referees to time
any amateur sporting event. Call your local authorized
Bulova dealer and get one loaned to you under a phony
name.
[VACATIONS]

There are many ways to take a free vacation, but here's
one you might not have considered. It's an all-expense-paid
trip to Las Vegas for absolutely nothing. Call your travel
agent and request information about Las Vegas gambling
junkets. (You'll probably have to hunt around, because
this practice is being curtailed.) Different hotels have different deals, but the average one runs something like this:
If you agree to buy $500 worth of chips that can only be
spent on the gambling tables of the host hotel, they will
fly you round-trip, pay all hotel and food bills and provide
you with a rented car. Go with a close friend and check into

[DIPLOMAS]

Above the paper towel dispenser in a service station
restroom was written: "San Francisco State Diplomas." If
you reaUy need a college or high school diploma, send
$2.00 to Glennco, Box 834, Warren, Michigan 48090. They
send you one that looks authentic. It ain't Harvard, but it
looks good enough to frame and put on your wall.
[TOILETS]

SNEAK UNDER!
Abbie Hoffman is co-founder of the Yippies and author of
Woodstock Nation and Revolution for the Hell of It.
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"Medium Chile":
Cin6maV6rit6 inside the Third World

T

HEY'RE NOT OUT there every day,
but most of us have seen them.
They drive up and sit in their
new American station wagons, keeping
watch. In Chile, the new station wagons mark them as government people,
in this case cops, the secret police. They
park opposite our rambling, tree-shaded
Spanish-style villa on the quiet, upperclass Avenida Ricardo Lyon, while we
go about our business, arguing the rationale for a team of leftists making a
movie about revolution and living in
such a bourgeois house. Actually, the
movie company is half Chilean, but that
half lives in its own houses and refers to Lyon as the "Boarding House";
it is a commune-of-necessity. We are
crammed together and eat our communal meals at a big mess-table. Gabriel
(the Fixer) tells us when new developments threaten us: our phone is definitely being tapped; don't mention revolutionary subjects or the black market
rates on U.S. dollars. If the secret police
really wanted to bust the movie wide
open before we'd even half made it,
they surely could. A large house full
of long-haired, left-wing, dope-smoking
Americans—who needs a warrant for
that in Chile? But they are biding their
time. This is before the September 4th
Chilean presidential elections: they
want to see what the new line is to be
toward radicals—and Americans. The
whole country is in a state of feverish
political suspense. Later, after the election, even after the inauguration of Allende in office, the suspense would remain. Once the outcome of the election
was known, people still had to ask:
what could such a victory ultimately
mean? That is also one of the questions
the film was made to pose.
The film opens with a dramatic shot
of a Braniff Airlines jet whistling to a
halt at Santiago Airport. In fact, this
happens twice, and each time we follow a different guy as he gets out and
through the heavy green-coated Cus-

toms cops. One is Martin Scott Bradford, whose travel papers say he's here
on business; the other is Simon, a Chilean who's been in Cuba since the revolution and is returning ostensibly to
help the Communist-backed Unidad
Popular win the election. Both of them
are men with a mission—they walk that
way. Dick Stahl, who plays Martin,,
knows how to frown like an earnest liberal, and Anibal Reyna, who plays Simon, knows his dialectics, having once
founded Chile's El Teatro Libre (Free
Theatre). As they descend the stairs
on deplaning, a familiar voice ballads
out their respective life stories in a sardonic languid tone: Country Joe McDonald is in Chile to help Saul Landau
and Raul Ruiz produce a revolutionary
film—or is it several films being spun
onto a single reel?
It all began when Jim Becket, 33, expatriate American and international
lawyer living in Geneva, tried to get a
novel he'd written made into a film. The
book followed two Peace Corps workers from disillusionment to politicization; it was set in Chile. That's about
where the similarity ends. Becket went
to Chile with Greek-French director
Nikos Papatakis to check out the possibilities, but Papatakis opted out because he felt he would have had to live
18 months in Chile to do it honestly,
and because the story would carry more
political impact if made by an American. Becket did meet Raul Ruiz, the
whiz kid of South American directors,
and got to hear of New Left film-maker
Saul Landau, who at that time was in
New York. After protracted three-way
correspondence, and a three-day writing session at Bolinas in the California
woods, the trio had a plot and eventually even a film. The script, which had
a habit of changing daily while I was
in Chile, consisted of Saul's idea of following a Chilean Communist as he returns from an extended stint in Cuba,
combined with Jim's Peace Corps story
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and Raul's wish to examine the various
left archetypes of Chile: the Communists who still believe in the elections,
the reformists, the revolutionaries^ the
guerrillas and the drop-outs.

H

AVING ARRIVED to the Strains of
Country Joe, Martin (the CIA
agent cum businessman) and
Simon (the Fidelista) make their respective ways to their hotel (one and
the same), and start making contacts.
Martin is after Suzanne (a Peace Corps
volunteer) to get at her body as much
as to check out her disillusionment.
Simon is to meet Osvaldo, the old-line
Communist, and his revolutionary son
Hugo. When they get it all together,
several thousand feet of filmed debate
ensues and one can only pity the editor
and mourn for Marx that he is destined
to become so much dialectical celluloid
on the cutting-room floor.

From the lounge-room discussions at
the Boarding House, it sure looked as
though Saul was setting out to present
the audience with a series of left-wing
alternatives (old, new, reformist, revolutionary) and inviting them/us to line
up and choose. In fact, says Saul, that's
pretty true, except that all the leftists in
South America must agree that some
version of revolution is on—whether
through the guns of Che and Fidel, or
the electoral process that gave Guatemala a leftist president till the U.S. blew
his regime apart. Without quibbling
over definitions, Saul's image of a battle amongst archetypes was exactly
where Chile was at in this winter of
1970. Here was a Third World nation
with all the textbook problems of an
economy dominated by outside companies (the U.S. investment in Chile
totals over $1 billion), a social class
structure that gets more and more polarized as the peasants flood the cities
and clamor for work, and a political

