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SIRHAN'S MOTIVES

voracious reader, Sirhan is confident
about his own ability to cope with his
Unlike Lee Harvey Oswald, Sirhan Sirhan
predicament. His eldest brother, Shereif,
has lived to tell of his motivations—but he
told me that Sirhan studies the intricahas chosen to remain silent. The only other
cies of his case as many as ten hours a
potential source of information is his
day in his cell. Shereif recalls that Sirhan
family, which had not spoken to the press.
recently said to him, "I do not need a
lawyer. I understand my case and know
Mahmoud Abdel-Hadi, an Egyptian
how to defend myself." But even so.
correspondent for Akhbar Elyoum in
Attorney Russell Parsons is defending
Cairo, recently gained access to Sirhan's
his client, and doing it on Sirhan's own
family. Based upon information supplied
grounds. "The main issue," Parsons told
him by the family, he has written exclusivme, "is to answer this question: why, for
ely for RAMPARTS the following account
what reason, did Sirhan kill Robert
of Sirhan's motivations and the strategy
Kennedy? There are 100 witnesses who
he plans for his trial.
saw Sirhan shooting Mr. Kennedy, but
Because of the forthcoming trial and
no one seems to know why he did it."
the difficulty of dealing with this subject
without emotional involvement, the editors
Sirhan and his attorney hope that the
o/RAMPARTS have elected to present this
defense—presuming that the television
information of historic interest to our
networks are allowed into the courtreaders without display, and in as ob- room—will show that Sirhan did not
jective a form as possible.
have "malice aforethought" in shooting Kennedy because the act was a politECAUSE I AM AN ARAB I v/as able to
ical gesture, and that Kennedy, to Sirhan
break through the barrier of susat least, was merely a symbol. His
picion that had stopped other
brother Adel notes that "if Sirhan was
journalists cold and obtain the first injust an assassin, he could have done it in
depth interviews the Sirhan I'amily has
another way, just by having a gun with a
given since the assassination. From their
telescope. He went to the Ambassador
comments and from what Sirhan has said
Hotel expecting to get caught; that is
to them, a picture of the man and his why he left his notes at home. I believe
motives begins to emerge, refilacing the
that Sirhan wanted to get caught so that
misleading portraits which hav(3 swamped
he could say what he believes."
the U.S. press.
The fact that Sirhan has not publicly
HEN I FIRST TRIED to meet with
discussed his trial is no accident. It is his
the Sirhan family, I was reown strategy, something he developed
fused. Security is extremely
heavy around them, and they are underafter thinking about it for long hours in
standably wary of new faces. Later, when
his specially made jail cell. In fact, he
I finally obtained an invitation to meet
has confided to his family that he will
with them, Mrs. Sirhan apologized, I
never make any statement unless special
believe for having been inhospitable to
provisions are made for the courtroom
a fellow Arab.
proceedings. What Sirhan wants is,
This family, which fled Jordan to seek
quite simply, publicity. He wants the
greater safety and security than it had
major television networks to be allowed
known, is now living in terror. They are
to broadcast the entire trial. If they do
somewhat at a loss to understand the
this, he says, he will tell all. "And if they
events which have suddenly catapulted
refuse?" his brother Adel recently asked
them into history. None of the four
him. "Then I shall go to the gas chamber
brothers goes to hisjob; they all feel that
—silent," Sirhan replied.
death follows them everywhere, and they
To understand why Sirhan is indeed
move carefully, with a heavy guard.
capable of such an act, one must under"Why don't you just leave this country?"
stand that he is first and foiremost, an
I asked Shereif. "Where shall we go?"
Arab, born in Palestine and consumed
he
answered. "To whom shall we leave
with interest in the Middle Eastern conour brother? Our land is under Israel's
flict. He is deeply committed to making
occupation." Shereif clarified his statehis trial a public and political forum for
ment : "Our brother is in jail; we have to
the Arab position.
stay."
College educated, articulate and a
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I sensed not only the Sirhans' confusion, but also some bitterness. They
have not received any aid from the Arab
countries, as they originally thought they
might. Parsons is also somewhat surprised; he had hoped that the various
local Arab consulates would help defray
court costs.
Indeed, Los Angeles' Jordanian consul, who visited Sirhan in jail at Sirhan's
request, indicated to me that the accused
assassin had expected the Arab people
to treat him as a hero. However, except
for some Palestinian extremists, his act
has been universally repudiated by the
Arab world. One Arab newspaper has
said editorially, "We don't feel any
responsibility for this. It is the society
that fed him with hostility, the society
that gave him the gun, that is responsible." Members of the Arab Students'
Association, of which Sirhan was once
an officer, feel that the killing of Kennedy
was a terrible mistake. One of them said
to me, "What are we going to do with
the rest of the American candidates? Kill
them all because they want to help
Israel?"
Still, the Sirhans' friends are primarily
Arab, and they live in an atmosphere
that is more Arab than American. The
entire family spent a good deal of time
discussing the Arab-Israeli conflict. The
mother says that Sirhan was the most
sensitive and the most involved during
these discussions. Adel says that Sirhan
once saw a television report of Robert
Kennedy addressing the members of the
Neveh Shalom Temple in Portland,
Oregon. While in the synagogue, Kennedy, wearing a yarmulke, declared that
the United States must help Israel
against aggression from whatever source.
"Unlike the South Vietnamese," Kennedy said, "the Israelis have shown they
are willing to fight for their own survival.
Indeed, Israel is the very opposite of
Vietnam: the Israeli government is very
democratic, effective and free of corruption. Its people are united in its support."
The senator then urged the Johnson Administration to proceed at once with the
sale of 50 Phantom jet fighters to the
Israeli Air Force and to cut off" economic
aid to the Arab countries. This whole
episode made Sirhan very angry, Shereif
recalls. "He left the room putting his
hands on his ears and almost weeping."
Continued on page 8

'like a sparkling stream alongside the
oiften turgid waters of Washington journalism/'
That's how Newsweek describes THE
NEW REPUBLIC'S regular "T.R.B.
from Washington" column; "T.R.B.
stays young by staying mad—most
often at established stupidity."
As for T.R.B.'s magazine as a whole,
Newsweek has said: "Readers applaud the intellectual stimulation it
affords., .The subscription list reads
like a who's who of government."
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Now, for just $2.64, you can join
THE NEW REPUBLIC'S 150,000 subscribers (yes, it's a large and rapidly
growing "who's who") during the
last, heated weeks of this election
campaign. The fact is, politicians,
government officials, and thousands
of other readers rely on THE NEW
REPUBLIC'S enterprising brand of
journalism. Not only to find out
what's going on, but to know what
will be going on.

Don't just "keep
up with the news."
Make the news keep

up with you.
Take this past year. In September of
1967, we were the first national
publication to suggest that Lyndon
Johnson need not be the 1968 Democratic nominee. Long before the
New Hampshire primary, we were
first to urge that Eugene McCarthy's
candidacy be taken seriously.

And as involved as we've been in the
campaign (writers like Henry Steele
Commager, Murray Kempton, Senator Thruston Morton, and David
Riesman were keeping our readers
ahead of the pre-convention news),
politics hasn't been our only concern. I n recent issues, David Sanford has exposed some of the "unfoods" we unknowingly eat; James
Ridgeway has uncovered some surprising Columbia University real estate holdings; Gilbert B. Friedman
has revealed how auto insurance
companies are taking us all for a
ride.
Do we get action? "Ralph Nader
writes an article for THE NEW
REPUBLIC about filthy meat," said
the UAW Washington Report, "and
the whole country wakes up and gets
worried." Vietnam, our cities, the
p o v e r t y p r o g r a m , c r i m e in t h e
streets, polarization of the races,
black power, student power, ghetto
education—THE NEW REPUBLIC is
consistently ahead of the news on
all of them.
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So, as a special pre-inaugural inducement, try the next six months
of THE NEW REPUBLIC for just 110
an issue. That's 10 more than most
daily newspapers for the kind of
journalism that makes us, in Walter
Lippmann's phrase, "a necessary
magazine." Before the new administration isvery old, we want to prove
to you that we're more necessary
than ever.
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Michigan Shenanigans

Keep up with the
rest of the world too.
Add to THE NEW REPUBLIC'S influential opinion and behind-the-scenes
reporting regular features (in addition to T.R.B.) like Stanley Kauffmann on films; Robert Brustein on
drama; Richard Oilman on books
and the arts. Plus Osborn, Mauldin
and Feiffer cartoons (wait till they
apply their caustic pens to the postelection cabinet-making and political maneuvering!).
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Is this any way to
run a magazine?
"This special, ad/ess issue of THE
NEW REPUBLIC (we had planned to
skip publishing every other week in
July and August) appears because
the editors are unable between now
and the conventions to be silent—
even for a week."
This quote from our July 27 issue demonstrates the kind of individualistic, enterprising, publishing "madness" which
is rare Indeed in the magazine business
today. THE NEW REPUBLIC normally
publishes every other week in July and
August. We found it a workable policy for
many years. But not for 1968. So we put
three expensive, adiess extra issues into
circulation this summer, at no extra cost
to our subscribers.
Is this any way to run a magazine? Ask
our subscribers, who are getting at least
51 issues this year for the cost of 48.
And not just 51 issues of "a magazine."
51 issues of THE NEW REPUBLIC.

24 issues only
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Special ^k year
election offerjust 11c an issue"

THE NEW REPUBLIC
Subscription Dept., Box 650
381 West Center Street
Marion, Ohio 43302
G O.K./ New Republic, I'll Join you
intoltie new administration. Send
the next 34 issues for just $2.64*.
n 1 think I'm going to need you
longer than that. Send the next
48 issues (a full year's subscription) for $5.00 (exactly V2 the
regular subscription price; a
saving of $14.20 on the newsstand price)*.

City.
StatG„
*New subscribers only
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Continued from page 6
I asked Sirhan's mother why she
thought her son had shot Kennedy.
"Everything in this country was helping
Sirhan," she maintained. "It was pushing him to the danger point. Everything,
the propaganda of the Zionists, everything, was against his country, against
his people."
Adel described Sirhan's current state
of mind: "He feels he has done: a terrible
thing, but he feels now it is too late to be
sorry. Now he wants Americans to listen
to something they have never listened
to."
And at their first meeting in the jail,
Sirhan's mother said to him, "Shame on
you. Why have you done such a thing?"
He replied, "It's too late to speak of it.
But all the Americans will know why."
—MAHMOUD A13DEL-HADI
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EPSTEIN'S GARRISON
wo SUMMERS AGO a tandem attack
on the Warren Report all but relegated that work to the fiction
section of your local library. The first
was Mark Lane's Rush to Judgment,
which convincingly demonstirated—using the Warren Commission's; own evidence—that Oswald could not have done
it alone, and drew the first dim outlines
of the conspiracy theory. The second
was Edward Jay Epstein's Inquest, which
exposed the rather shoddy inner workings of the Commission and laid bare the
tortured logic it finally employed to dispel notions of a conspiracy.
Both books became best sellers, but
their authors have since gone different
ways. Lane, who shuttered his law practice and struggled for years to get his
manuscript published in the United
States (it was first published in Britain),
has stumped the country in support of
District Attorney Jim Garrison's theory
that the assassination was carried out by
an anti-Castro paramilitary team super-
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vised by persons with CIA affiliations.
Epstein, whose book was a converted
Cornell University master's thesis—the
subject was urged upon him by his mentor, Andrew Hacker—has emerged as
one of Garrison's most fervid accusers.
His vehicle is The New Yorker: in the
issue of July 13, he delivered a 25,000word blast at Garrison, calling the DA's
investigation a fraud.
The New Yorker article had its genesis
over a year ago, when the author showed
up at Garrison's office in New Orleans.
According to Chief Investigator Louis
Ivon, Epstein spent about 48 hours in
town, some three hours at the office, and
hasn't been seen since. Much of what he
writes about has occurred since this
touch-and-go visit and is obviously hearsay on his part, yet he writes with the
authoritative tone of a participant. Undoubtedly this technique is convincing
to his audience, which assumedly is unfamiliar with the intricacies of Garrison's
investigation. But to those familiar with
the facts, the article is badly slanted.
For example. Philosophy Professor
Richard Popkin of the University of
California at San Diego, author of the
book The Second Oswald (propounding
the theory of an Oswald double) and
"Garrison's Case" in The New York
Review of Books (September 14, 1967),
recently commented on the article:
"I found it a queer mix of facts, halffacts, rumors and very dubious information from people hostile to Garrison.
Epstein has compressed all this to make
it look like everything's on the same
level. I think it would take an awful lot
of work to disentangle what he's saying
on almost any page as to how much of
it has a factual base, how much of it is
rumor that he has heard from people,
how much of it are charges that have
been made by people like [William] Gurvich [who volunteered to work on the
investigation without pay, passed himself off as the Chief Investigator, then
turned on Garrison] against Garrison,
which haven't been substantiated anywhere except by Gurvich's statement of
them. And also that he tends to take
facts and information and rumors and so
on, that occurred over a year and a half's
period, and compress them all into
simultaneous events, so that a statement
made by Garrison at one time is
pounced upon on the basis of information or statements he made a year and a
half later in a totally different context.
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So I think it's a quite unfair presentation, which has some factual base, but
which also has a lot of very dubious
elements in it."
One of the dubious elements is Epstein's version of the testimony of Dean
Andrews Jr., a colorful attorney who
numbers among his former clients Oswald (who wanted his undesirable discharge from the Marine Corps rectified)
and the late David William Ferrie, a
central figure in the Garrison investigation. The day after the assassination,
Andrews told the Commission he received a phone call from a man he knew
as Clay Bertrand, whom he described as
a "lawyer without a briefcase" for local
homosexuals. Bertrand asked him to go
to Dallas and defend Oswald. Garrison
contends Bertrand is Clay Shaw, whom
he has charged with conspiracy.
According to Epstein, Andrews initially gave the FBI "several different descriptions" of Bertrand, and finally admitted that Bertrand "was merely a
figment of his imagination." Later, before the Commission, Andrews stated
that he had recently seen Bertrand in a
bar and, Epstein says, described him as
"a boy" who was "five feet eight inches"
and had "sandy hair." "No other clues
to Bertrand's identity turned up, however," writes Epstein, "and Wesley J.
Liebeler, a Commission lawyer who conducted the investigation in this area, said
he was convinced that no such person
existed."
An objective reading of Andrews'
testimony, however, reveals that he
told the FBI that Bertrand was "approximately six feet one inch to six feet two
inches in height, brown hair, and well
dressed"—a description that closely
matches the tall, aristocratic Shaw. As
for Bertrand being a figment of his
imagination, Andrews declared, "That's
what the Feebees [FBI] put on." He recounted that G-men had pestered him
to the point where he told them, "Write
what you want, that I am nuts. I don't
care." As for his later remark to the
Commission's Mr. Liebeler that Bertrand was only five feet, eight inches,
Andrews explained that "this time I was
looking for the fellow, he was sitting
down." Nowhere does he refer to Bertrand as a "boy." Epstein was perhaps
confused by his exclamation: "I don't
play Boy Scout and measure them."
In his superficial examination of GarContinued on page 12
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