Trends in China
EDITORS' NOTE—The death of Mao Tse-tung has brought renewed attention to the theme
of continuity and change in the People's Republic of China. We present four articles which deal
with various dimensions of this subject. Mr. Ting looks at the changes that have taken place in the
Chinese leadership in the wake of the purge of the "gang of four" in October 1976 and
assesses the emerging configuration of power. Mr. Choudhury compares current policy toward Asia
with that pursued prior to Mao's passage from the scene, finding considerably more elements of
continuity than of change. Mr. Brown explores the impact of transfers of Western technology on
the economic development of the PRC in recent years and evaluates that country's capacity
to absorb foreign technology in the future. Mr. Whyte, drawing upon data from interviews of
emigres, explores the character of long-range social transformation in China through a study of
trends in rural marriage customs.

Leadership Realignments
By Ting Wang

n October 6, 1976, Chiang Ch'ing, Chang
Ch'un-ch'iao, Wang Hung-wen, and Yao Wenyuan were arrested and removed from their
responsibilities as members of the Politburo of the
Chinese Communist Party. This "October Incident"
signaled a major shift in the uneasy balance of
political forces which had existed in the People's
Republic in the weeks following the death of Mao
Tse-tung the previous month. The Incident resulted
in the wholesale elimination from the political scene
of Mao's widow Chiang Ch'ing and her followers.
These events demonstrated that the competing political cliques within the CCP leadership had been

unable to temper their conflicts over the issues of
the proper political line and distribution of power in
post-Mao China. (Moreover, they showed that under
a dictatorship the question of succession cannot be
resolved peaceably. In this sense, they fulfilled the
predictions that this author made in these pages
four years ago regarding the succession to Mao.1)
Although more than half a year has elapsed since
the Incident, there are many aspects of the political
situation in the PRC that remain murky. Despite the
incompleteness of the information available,2 it is
still possible to carry out a summary examination of
1
See the author's "Looking Inside China: The Succession
Problem," Problems of Communism (Washington, DC), May-June
1973, pp. 13-24.
2
Scholars, it should be underscored, have often bemoaned such
difficulties in conducting research on the political state of affairs
in Communist China. See, for example, Lucian W. Pye, The Authority
Crisis in Chinese Politics, Chicago, IL, Center for Policy Study,
The University of Chicago, 1967, p. 10, and Michel Oksenberg,
"The Political Scramble in Mao's China," Saturday Review (New
York, NY), May 18, 1974, p. 14.

Mr. Ting is Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Ming Pao (Hong
Kong) and Editor-in-Chief of its book section. A longtime observer of Chinese Communist politics, he is
author of forthcoming biographies of Hua Kuo-feng
and of the four principal figures of the Chiang Ch'ing
clique which was purged last October.
1.
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developments within the political leadership since
that event.
This article will first look briefly at the competing
political cliques existing within the CCP leadership
on the eve of Mao's death. It will next explore in
some detail the important changes in the Chinese
Communist power structure which resulted from the
October Incident. Finally, it will attempt to assess
the stability of the resulting configuration of political
forces.

But the formation of cliques has not been based
simply on historical associations—for example, on
common prior service in the First, Second, Third,
or Fourth Field Armies. Indeed, as Jurgen Domes,
the noted European scholar of Asian politics, has

observed, political cliques within the CCP have taken
shape on the basis of both "factions" and "opinion
groups." 4 Clashes over the last decade about political lines and the wielding of actual power have inevitably resulted in the formation of opposing
cliques.5 In addition to historical associations and
differing political perspectives, personal self-interest
has also played an important role in the formation
of CCP cliques.
That career background has greatly influenced the
formation of cliques is unquestioned. For example,
the overwhelming majority of the backbone elements
in the discredited Lin Piao clique were Lin's former
colleagues in the Fourth Field Army,6 or even earlier
in the Red First Corps, 115th Division, Eighth Route
Army.7
At the same time, there is ample evidence that
historical factions are not the sole factor leading
to clique adherence. The cases of Liang Pi-yeh and
of Ch'en Hsi-lien are instructive on this point. As
a cadre of the Red First Corps, 115th Division,
Eighth Route Army and then of the Fourth Field
Army, Liang Pi-yeh had long been associated with
Lin Piao.8 Yet in the early stages of the Cultural
Revolution in the late 1960's, Liang was purged by
Lin, and only after Lin's fall in 1971 did Liang
resume his position as deputy director of the General
Political Department of the People's Liberation Army.
It was not his historical associations (which would
seem to have tied him to Lin) but his association
with an "opinion group" (led by Lo Jui-ch'ing and
opposed to Lin) which caused Liang's temporary
eclipse.9
Ch'en Hsi-lien was an old subordinate and protege
of Liu Po-ch'eng and Teng Hsiao-p'ing. From 1937
to 1951 he held important military positions in the
129th Division, Eighth Route Army, and then in the

3
See Mao Tse-tung, "Talk at Chengchow Conference," FebruaryMarch 1959, in Mao Tse-tung szu-hsiang wan-sui (Long Live Mao
Tse-tung Thought), Peking, n.p., 1967, p. 46.
4
See his paper, "The Relationship Between Party, Army, and
Government in Communist China," presented at the Fifth SinoAmerican Conference on Mainland China, held at Taipei in
June 1976, and his article, "China in 1976: Tremors of Transition,"
Asian Survey (Berkeley, CA), January 1977, pp. 1-17.
s
Due to limited space, the author has not been able to comment
in detail here on the differences in lines and opinions. He has
analyzed this problem in another article, "On Criticism of Lin Piao
and Confucius," Ming Pao Monthly (Hong Kong), October 1974,
pp. 27-31.
6
E.g., Chou Ch'ih-p'ing, Wen Yii-ch'eng, Wu Fa-hsien, and Wu Jui-lin.
7
E.g., Ch'iu Hui-tso, Huang Yung-sheng, Jen Szu-chung, Li Tsop'eng, Liang Hsing-ch'u, Liu Hsien-ch'iian, Lung Shu-chin, Ting
Sheng, Wei Tsu-chen, and Yen Chung-ch'uan. On the historical
background of Lin Piao's former subordinates, see the memoirs of

Lung Shu-chin, Liang Hsing-ch'u, and Tseng Yung-ya, Hsing-huo
liao-yuan (Spark Burning Plain), Peking, People's Literature Publishing House, 1963, Vol. 10, pp. 21-109; the memoirs of
Chou Ch'ih-p'ing, Liang Hsing-ch'u, and Li Tso-p'eng, in Hung-ch'i
p'iao-p'iao (Red Flag Fluttering), Peking, China Youth
Publishing House, I960, Vol. 14, pp. 133-97; and Chung-kung wuchuang pu-tui shih-liao hui pien (Compilation of Historical
Materials on Chinese Communist Armed Forces), Vols. 1 and 2,
Hong Kong, Historical Materials Publishing House, 1971 and 1972.
8
On the early connectings between Liang and Lin, see Liang Pi-yeh,
"First Spring," in Hung-ch'i p'iao-p'iao, Vol. 15, 1961, pp. 3-22, and
Huang Chen-hsia, Chung-kung chun-jen chih (Mao's Generals),
Hong Kong, Institute of Contemporary History, 1968, pp. 313-14.
9
On the difference of opinion between Lin and Lo, see Chinese
Communist Party Central Committee Special Case Group, "Report on
the Errors of Lo Jui-ch'ing," Chung-kung nien-pao (Communist China
Yearbook), Taipei, Research Society en Communist China,
1970, Part 7, pp. 14-21.

CCP Cliques and Their Origins
Before going into political developments since
Mao's death, we need to delineate the several cliques
which had formed within the party leadership over
the preceding five or six years.
By the term "clique" we mean something different than the "factions" (shan-t'ou or "mountaintops," as they are known in China) which have long
existed within the CCP. As Mao once observed,
Our party had many mountaintops in the past. There
were two mountaintops in the First Front Army,
and two mountaintops in the Second Front Army. . . .
In the Yenan Party School, they organized mountaintops even while out taking a stroll at sunset or
going to a meal at a restaurant. Within a mountaintop, everything was said, but nothing could be disclosed to another mountaintop.3
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Members of the new "Third Force" political clique, photographed at the 10th Chinese Communist Party
Congress (from the left): Wu Te, Wang Tung-hsing, Chi Teng-k'uei, and Hua Kuo-feng.
—Eastfoto.

Second Field Army.10 Yet during the Cultural Revolution he chose to renounce his historical associates
to side with Mao Tse-tung and move close to the
Chiang Ch'ing clique. This decision was related to
Ch'en's opinions concerning policy and perhaps also
to considerations of political self-promotion.
One can also identify individuals who became
members of one or another clique out of pure selfinterest. For example, figures such as Ch'iao Kuanhua and Ma T'ien-shui appear to have joined or
been close to the Chiang Ch'ing clique neither because of historical associations nor because they
particularly agreed with the radical political line of
Chiang Ch'ing. Instead, they allied themselves in
order to gain power and position. In a society in
turmoil, there are always many such opportunists.
As all the above suggests, the composition of
political cliques in the CCP has been complex and
constantly changing as a result of many intertwined
factors. Hence, it requires exceptional care and
attention to detail to delineate such groupings.
Nevertheless, one can discern three major political
groups which coalesced in the aftermath of the flight
and death of Lin Piao in 1971: the bureaucractic
clique (including the professional military), the
Chiang Ch'ing clique, and the Third Force.
10

On Ch'en's relations with Liu and Teng, see Ting Ling,
l-erh-chiu shin yu Chin-Chi-Lu-Yu pien-ch'u (The 129th Division and
the Shansi-Hopeh-Shantung-Honan Border Region), Peking, Hsin-hua
Bookstore, 1950.

Such a delineation is at slight variance with the
"division into three" of the CCP leadership widely
accepted by the community of China specialists
in the West. The latter categorization has defined
the cliques as the civilian cadres (or moderates),
the military, and the radical leftists." While this
classification has been generally useful in depicting
groupings within the CCP, the author would suggest
that there were considerable changes in the relative
strength of the political groupings in the PRC after
the Lin Piao Incident and that these developments
actually altered the configuration of the Chinese
political cliques.
The bureaucratic clique. Many have observed,
and rightly, that the demise of Lin Piao enabled the
civilian bureaucrats to stage a recovery by restoring
to power those professional administrators who had
been denounced as members of the "black gang"
by Lin and others during the Cultural Revolution.12
However, another important process was going on
simultaneously. As the civilian professionals enhanced their strength, they also increased their
cooperation with the professional military to the
point that a new, combined clique was formed.
11
See, for example, Parris H. Chang, "The Chinese Leadership
Crisis," Asian Affairs (New York, NY), November-December 1974,
pp. 100-07.
12
See, for example, Parris H. Chang, "Mao's Unfinished
Revolution," Current Scene (Hong Kong), August 1976, pp. 1-12.
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The grounds for this cooperation are easily discerned. As was true of the civilian bureaucrats, very
few military men had joined or had been close to
the radical clique around Chiang Ch'ing. Rather like
the civilian cadres, the military viewed this clique
as political enemies who had assaulted military as
well as civilian professionals during the Cultural
Revolution and after.13 In addition to resisting the
interference of the Chiang Ch'ing clique and its
efforts to grab power, both bureaucracies were apprehensive over the detrimental effect a new power
struggle would have on national security, economic
progress, and social modernization.14
Consequently, in the period after the 10th CCP
Congress (in August 1973), this mixed bureaucratic
clique found itself collaborating in opposing the
power aspirations and political line of the Chiang
Ch'ing clique—a struggle which was the major
theme of political activity right up to the death of
Chairman Mao.'5 The bureaucrats opposed what they
regarded as Mao's plan to groom the Chiang Ch'ing
clique to take over upon his death. In matters of
policy, the bureaucratic clique sought to "rectify"
(or eradicate) what they perceived as the deviations
that Mao and the radicals had introduced during
the Cultural Revolution. In particular, its members
sought to streamline the management of economic
enterprises, the educational establishment, and
scientific and technological institutions, and to effect
the economic rehabilitation of the economy and
expansion of foreign trade. To achieve these ends,
they launched programs for "four modernizations."
These proposals were embodied in three major
documents drafted under the sponsorship of Teng
Hsiao-p'ing, who resurfaced as a major veteran

13

After the 10th CCP Congress in August 1973, not only did the
radicals attack Chou En-lai and the civilian cadres, but they also
clashed with Yeh Chien-ying and other professionals in the military.
See Jen-min Jih-pao (Peking), May 26, 1977.
14
This commonality of interests has been noted by Alan Ned
Sabrosky in his article, "Foreign Policy Implications of the Chinese
Political Succession," Asian Affairs, September-October 1974,
pp. 29-37.
15
On this wrangling between the bureaucratic and Chiang Ch'ing
cliques, see Li Shu, "Damage Done by the Gang of Four to Historical
Study in China," Li-shih Yen-chiu (Peking), April 1977, pp. 14-20,
and Fan Shu-chih, "Expose the Gang of Four's [Use of a] Smoke
Screen in Prime Minister Criticism," Kuang-ming Jih-pao (Peking),
Jan. 14, 1977.
16
The term "four modernizations" was based on Chou En-lai's call
for modernization of agriculture, industry, national defense, and
science and technology, by the end of the century, See Chou's
"Report on the Work of the Government," delivered to the National
People's Congress on Jan. 13, 1975, in Peking Review, Jan, 24, 1975.

(continued in next column)

official in the 1973-76 period after having been
attacked and dropped from power during the Cultural Revolution.16
The Chiang Ch'ing clique. The Chiang Ch'ing
clique opposing the bureaucrats consisted of a
group of radical leftists (plus some opportunists)
which had its principal support in the "Shanghai
Gang," the elements associated with Chang Ch'unch'iao, Wang Hung-wen, and Yao Wen-yuan. Their
main force consisted of "worker-peasant rebels,"
among which "worker" rebels constituted the majority. The latter played important roles in directing
some trade unions, in developing the workers'
militia, in instigating worker disputes and armed
struggle against established authority, and in keeping in check opposing elements on local party committees and in the leadership of certain military
regions. The clique gathered a limited group of
new and old state and party cadres in various areas,
and within the military it was able to recruit a few
remnants of the supporters of Lin Piao—e.g., Ting
Sheng, Hsiao Chin-kuang, Li Po-ch'iu (of the Shenyang Military Region), and Ch'en Shao-kun.
After the 10th Congress, the Chiang Ch'ing clique
(directed, I would propose, by MaoTse-tung) initiated
a series of campaigns such as "Going Against the
Tide," the campaign "to criticize Confucius" and
the campaign "to criticize [the classical novel] The
Water Margin," which were indirect "shadow" attacks on Prime Minister Chou En-lai and on other
leading party, government, and military figures of
the bureaucratic clique.17 They continued to promote the "Cultural Revolution" line and to defend
the "new-born things" introduced during the Cul-

The first of the three documents reportedly prepared under Teng's
guidance was "On the General Program for All Work of the Party
and Nation," the contents of which were revealed in a critical article
by Tso Ch'ing, "Read an Unpublished Document," published in
Hsueh-hsi yu P'i-p'an (Shanghai), April 14, 1976, pp. 11-19. The
second, "Concerning Certain Problems in the Speed-up of Industrial
Development" (a 20-point plan for industry), was discussed by a
Workers' Theory Study Group in ibid., pp. 28-35. The third
document, "Report Outline for the Academy of Sciences," was
attacked by Kang Li and Yen Feng in their article, "Before
and After the Appearance of the 'Report Outline'," in ibid.,
pp. 20-27.
" This interpretation of the objectives of the campaigns is
contained in various bills of particulars set forth against the "gang of
four" in the months since their fall. See, for example, Hupeh
Provincial Communist Party Committee's Great Criticism Group,
"Gang of Four and the Confucius-Mencius Way," Kuang-ming Jih-pao,
April 14, 1977, and Kiangsu Writers' Union Great Criticism Group,
"A Counterrevolutionary Black Gambit of the 'Gang of Four' to Seize
Power," ibid., March 24, 1977.
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tural Revolution—all in an attempt to improve their
prospects for succeeding Mao in power.18
The Third Force. Between these two major opposing camps there arose a new clique, a "Third Force."
With the late K'ang Sheng's public security system
as a nucleus, it embraced Politburo members Hua
Kuo-feng (then Minister of Public Security and now
Chairman of the CCP and PRC Premier), Wang
Tung-hsing (Director of the General Office of the
Central Committee and formerly Mao's personal
bodyguard), and Chi Teng-k'uei (Vice Premier and
First Political Commissar of the Peking Military Region).19 It also seems to have included a number
of figures from a new generation who came to
political prominence at the time of the Cultural
Revolution. On the Politburo, there were PLA figures
Ch'en Hsi-lien and Li Te-sheng, civilian administrator Wu Te, and "worker-peasant" types Ch'en Yungkuei, Wu Kuei-hsien, and Ni Chih-fu. Among the
individuals of lesser stature were Li Su-wen and Yao
Lien-wei (deputy chairmen of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress), and Sun
Chien (vice premier of the PRC). All the last group
had "worker-peasant" backgrounds.
With the exception of the "worker-peasant" elements, most of this clique either had been cadres in
provincial party and government organizations or
had exercised responsibility in various military regions. Ranging in age from 55 to 65 today, they
joined the Politburo after the Cultural Revolution.
It is conceivable that Mao had coopted these strong
rising leaders because he saw the Third Force and
the secret police (the 8341st Troop Unit) under their
control as a power which could help the "gang of
four" to succeed to power after he left the scene.

A 1975 photo of Ch'en Hsi-lien (left), Commander of
the Peking Military Region, and Hua Kuo-feng, then
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public Security.
—Katherine Young.

Certainly, in the early stage of the Cultural Revolution individuals in this grouping had provided considerable support to Mao's line and also had given
some assistance to the Chiang Ch'ing clique. However, in terms of political background and experience, they differed from Chiang Ch'ing, Chang Ch'unch'iao, Wang Hung-wen, and Yao Wen-yuan. More
experienced in the exercise of power and linked
by that experience to party, government, and military hierarchies, they tended to disagree with the
radical excesses of the Chiang Ch'ing clique.20
As a result of these differing perspectives, the

18

For examples of the Chiang Ch'ing clique's defense of "new-born
things" see Hsiao K'o, "Chairman Mao's 'July 2 1 ' Directive Shines
Forever," Liaoning Ta-hsueh Hsueh-pao (Shenyang), No. 3, 1975,
pp. 53-57; Ch'in Hua, "Victorious Achievements of the Great Cultural
Revolution Are Undeniable," Peiching Ta-hsueh Hsueh-pao (Peking),
No. 6, December 1975, pp. 11-16; and an article by the Editorial
Departments of Jen-min Jih-pao, Hung Ch'i, Chieh-fang-chun Pao, "The
Great Cultural Revolution Shines Forever," published in
Jen-min Jih-pao, May 16, 1976.
19
Chi Teng-k'uei and Wang Tung-hsing, as well as Li Te-sheng and
Ch'en Hsi-lien (both to be discussed subsequently), were members of
the Group to Investigate the Lin Piao Case. Chi's involvement in
matters of internal security was suggested by the fact that he
presided over a conference on railway public security work held in
Peking, March 1-13, 1977. See New China News Agency domestic
broadcast of March 16, 1977, translated in Foreign Broadcast
Information Service, Daily Report: People's Republic of China
(Washington, DC), March 17, 1977.
20
In July 1967, Chiang Ch'ing had raised the slogan, "Words for
Attack, Arms for Defense" (Wen Kung Wu Wei), which had the effect

of inciting Red Guards throughout China to raid military headquarters,
to seize weapons from soldiers, and to cause disturbances and
outbreaks of armed struggle. For background on Chiang Ch'ing's
statement, see Parris Chang, Radicals and Radical Ideology in China's
Cultural Revolution, New York, NY, Columbia University, Research
Institute on Communist Affairs, 1973, p. 33; also, "Heroic Young Red
Guards Criticized Chiang Ch'ing 10 Years Ago," Jen-min Jih-pao,
May 26, 1977. K'ang Sheng had apparently disapproved of this slogan
and had asked that Chiang Ch'ing explain it to a delegation from
Anhwei. Chiang stated (in what was known as her "September
5th Talk"), "I came in a hurry, without knowing what had happened.
Old K'ang called me here. I said a few things, without any
preparation. . . . I have never advocated armed struggle. . . ." At
the order of the Staff Office of the CCP Central Committee, recordings
of this talk were relayed to all areas of China, in an effort to
counteract excesses triggered by the slogan. See "September 5th
Important Talk by Comrade Chiang Ch'ing at Meeting of Anhwei
Representatives Visiting Peking," a handbill issued by the "Worker
Revolutionary Alliance" in Canton on Sept. 18, 1967.
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Third Force evidently never provided all-out support
for the Chiang Ch'ing clique's attacks on the bureaucratic clique and its line. Hua Kuo-feng, for one,
chose to lend his support to efforts of Chou and
Teng to rectify the excesses of the Cultural Revolution, a position which brought him into direct conflict with Chiang Ch'ing.21 Information circulating
in Peking and other areas suggests that K'ang Sheng
(who died in late 1975) likewise had not supported
Mao's plan to groom the "gang of four" as successors.22 Certainly, treatment of K'ang in PRC newspapers and periodicals since the October Incident
would seem to indicate that he is not considered
to have been a member or supporter of the Chiang
Ch'ing clique.23

Eliminating the Chiang Ch'ing Clique
While Mao still lived, the Third Force more or less
served to balance the political strife between the
other two major cliques. Once he died, however, this
intermediate clique cooperated with the bureaucratic clique, in an arrangement apparently worked
out by Yeh Chien-ying,24 in a joint effort to overthrow
the Chiang Ch'ing clique. The consequence was the
October Incident and the subsequent dramatic re-

21

On the clashes between Hua and the Chiang Ch'ing clique, see
Ting Wang, "Hua Kuo-feng's Biography," Chuo Koron (Tokyo),
February 1977, pp. 213-23; Peking Sports Institute's Great Criticism
Group, "The Gang of Four and Their Followers Must Be [Held]
Responsible for Their Crimes in Opposing Chairman Hua," Ti-yu Pao
(Peking), March 30, 1977.
22
Beyond the suggestion of K'ang's opposition to Chiang Ch'ing
noted in fn. 20 above, the author has not been able to confirm this
information. See Ming Pao Daily News (Hong Kong), May 6-7,
1977, on stories circulating about K'ang.
23
Since t h e October Incident, t h e r e have been a n u m b e r of
articles in Chinese publications criticizing Lin Piao and Ch'en Po-ta
by name, yet praising K'ang. See Kuang-ming Jih-pao for Feb. 8
and 15, and March 22, 1977. In the first issues of Jen-min Hua-pao
(Peking) and China Pictorial (Peking) for 1977—devoted to
commemoration of Chou En-lai—there is a photo of K'ang and Chou
together years before in Yenan.
24
Explicit evidence that Yeh played such a role is lacking. It is
clear, however, that Yeh presided in fact if not in name over
the important Military Commission in the years after the Lin Piao
incident and that the official newspaper of the People's Liberation
Army, Chieh-fang-chun
Pao, was the first to publish, after the
October Incident, three "Editorial Department" articles bolstering Hua's claim to leadership. These appeared in the Oct. 29
and Nov. 8 and 22 issues of the Peking newspaper. Several speeches
by Yeh in early 1977 likewise praised and defended Hua as leader.
25
Below is a listing of those Central Committee members who,
according to the author's reading of information on public meetings
in the past half year, have been purged or suspended from their
responsibilities.

{continued in next column)

shuffling of personnel in a number of leading party
and government organizations.
The political purge of the Chiang Ch'ing clique
took place at all levels. For purposes of the present
study, we shall look briefly at developments in the
CCP Central Committee, in the State Council, in the
province-level committees of the CCP, and in the
CCP CC Propaganda Department and the central
information media. This examination also affords
some insight into the resulting political alignments
in these important organizations.
The Central Committee. Since the October Incident, some 77 members (roughly one quarter of the
total membership) of the CCP Central Committee
have either been openly purged or at least suspended. Of these, 51 are "worker-peasant elements,"
14 are civilian cadres, and 12 are professional military.25 In addition, other members of the Chiang
Ch'ing clique have been let off without being demoted, possibly because they exposed the "crimes"
of the "gang of four." This group includes Ma
Hsiao-liu and Chang Shih-chung of Peking, Chou Lich'in of Shanghai, and Hua Lin-sen of Kiangsu.26
(It is conceivable that some of the 77 CC members
who have been purged or suspended may also in the
future receive dispensation for their sins and resume

Worker-Peasant Elements: Chang Fu-heng, Chang Heng-yun,
Chang Hung-chih, Chang Wei-min, Chang Yen-ch'eng; Ch'en Chiachung, Ch'en P'ei-chen, Ch'en Yu-pao, Chin Tsu-min, Chu K'o-chia,
Fan Hsiao-chii, Feng P'in-te, Hsia Pang-yin, Hsieh Chia-hsiang,
Hu Chin-ti, Hu Liang-ts'ai, Li Yuen-sung, Liang Chin-t'ang, Liu
Chun-i, Liu Sheng-t'ien, Lo Hsi-k'ang, Lu Chin-lung, Lu Chung-yang,
Lung Kuang-ch'ien, Ma Ming, P'an Shih-kao, P'eng Kuei-ho, Sung
Ch'ing-yu, T'ang Ch'i-shan, T'ang Chung-fu, Ts'ai Hsieh-pin, Ts'ui
Hsiu-fan, Tung Ming-hui, Wang Ching-sheng, Wang Hsiang-chun,
Wang Hsiu-chen, Wang Hung-wen, Wang Kuang-lin, Wang Mei-chi,
Wang Pai-te, Wang Shu-chen, Wang Te-shan, Wei Feng-ying,
Wei Ping-k'uei, Wen Hsiang-lan, Wu Chin-ch'uan, Wu Yu-te, Yang P'olan, YangTsung, and most recently, Kuo Hung-chieh and Nieh Chi-jung.
Civilian Cadres: Chang Ch'un-ch'iao, Chang Kuo-ch'iian, Chiang
Ch'ing, Chou Hung-pao, Chu Chia-yao, Chuang Tse-tung, Hsieh
Ching-i, Hsu Ching-hsien, Liu Hsiang-p'ing, Ma T'ien-shui, Ta Lo,
Yang Ch'un-fu, Yao Wen-yuan, and Yu Hui-yung.
Military Professionals: Chu Hui-fen, Fu Ch'uan-tso, Hsiao Chinkuang, Hsien Heng-han, Jen Szu-chung, K'ung Chao-nien, Liu Hsiench'iian, Ma Ning, Sung P'ei-chang, T'ien Wei-hsin, Ting Sheng, and
Wu Ta-sheng.
In the case of military figure Liu Hsien-ch'uan (and perhaps of
several others in the above listing) the purge from the Central
Committee may not be exclusively related to the Chiang Ch'ing
Affair. Liu's career had already been on a downward curve due to
his association with the late Lin Piao.
26
Ma Hsiao-liu and Chang Shih-chung were important in the
suppression of pro-Chou En-lai demonstrations in T'ienanmen Square
in April 1976, yet they attended the May 1 meeting in Peking in
1977. Hua Lin-sen and Chou Li-ch'in have also appeared in public
activities recently.
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Table 1: Ministers Appointed to PRC State Council Since October 6, 1976
Current or
acting minister

Immediate prior
responsibility

Last post in
State Council

Minister who
was replaced

Ministry of the
Coal Industry

Hsiao Han

Vice Minister, Min. of the
Coal Industry

Same as in
previous column

(post vacant)

Ministry of Culture

Hua Shan •

Professional military

None

Yi) Hui-yung b

Ministry of Education

Liu Hsi-yao

Minister, 2nd Min. of Machinebuilding Industry; Director,
State Council's Scientific and
Educational Group

Same as in
previous column

Ch'ih Ch'unb

Ministry of Economic
Relations with
Foreign Countries

Ch'en Mu-hua

Vice Minister, Min. of Economic
Relations with Foreign Countries

Same as in
previous column

Fang I c

Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

Huang Hua

Ambassador to the United Nations

Same as in
previous column

Ch'iao Kuan-hua b

1st Ministry of Machinebuilding Industry

Chou Tse-chien

Vice Minister, 1st Min. of
Machine-building Industry

Same as in
previous column

(post vacant)

2nd Ministry of Machinebuilding Industry

Liu Wei

Vice Minister, 2nd Min. of
Machine-building Industry

Same as in
previous column

Liu Hsi-yao c

Ministry of
Metallurgy Industry

T'ang K'e

Vice Minister, Min. of
Metallurgy Industry

Same as in
previous column

Ch'en Shao-k'un ••

Ministry of
Public Health

Ch'ien Hsin-chung Vice Minister, Min. of
Public Health

Same as in
previous column

Liu Hsiang-p'ingb

Ministry of
Public Security

Chao Ts'ang-pi

Deputy Chairman, Szechwan Revolutionary Committee; Director,
Szechwan Public Security Dept.

None

Hua Kuo-fengc

Ministry of Railways

Tuan Chun-i

Secretary, Szechwan
Provincial Committee

Minister, 1st. Min.
of Machine-building
Industry

Wan L i '

Commission for Physical
Culture and Sports

Wang Meng *

None

b
Director, Commission Chuang Tse-tung
for Physical Culture
and Sports

Organization

' Professional member of the military.

b

Purged as member of Chiang Ch'ing clique.

their activities.) If we count those actually purged,
suspended, or found implicated but granted leniency,
the Chiang Ch'ing clique may have comprised one
third or even two fifths of the total CC membership.
Sorting out the loyalties of such a sizable portion
of the Central Committee was doubtless a timeconsuming process for the victorious cliques and
appears to be the primary reason for the failure
since October to convene a plenary session of this
leading party body.
Looking at the "worker-peasant elements" among
those purged from the CC, we find that the overwhelming majority were city workers and leaders
of trade unions or workers' militia units. Very few
were peasants. Clearly, the "masses" rallied by

c

Transferred.

the Chiang Ch'ing clique were primarily urban
workers.
A further observation should be made about the
role of "workers and peasants" in the Chinese
polity. In the PRC, the mass organizations of the
workers and peasants do not form an independent
political force, and their leaders are promoted and
recruited by, or attach themselves to, one or
another political group in power. For this reason
one should not generalize about the political orientation of the leaders of the mass organizations, but
must study each case individually. Such a study
suggests that most of the old "model laborer" types
on the Central Committee, who had emerged prior to
the Cultural Revolution, attached themselves to the
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Ch'en Shao-k'un; and the Foreign Minister Ch'iao
Kuan-hua. The first five were confidants of Chiang
Ch'ing and have been roundly denounced in the
press.28 Ch'iao Kuan-hua appears to have been an
opportunist who only moved close to Chiang Ch'ing
in the 1970's.
It is evident from this listing that the Chiang
Ch'ing clique had had only limited success in infiltrating the State Council. The Culture Ministry, in
fact, was the only base of power there to fall completely under its control. In addition to the minister,
all vice ministers there have been dismissed and
replaced since the October Incident.2'
Second, the overwhelming majority of new
ministerial appointees—10 in all—are veteran
cadres of the State Council who previously served
for long periods as ministers or vice ministers
under Chou En-lai and Teng Hsiao-p'ing. Of these,
Chao Ts'ang-pi, Tuan Chun-i, and Ch'ien Hsin-chung
have long associations with Teng Hsiao-p'ing, are
his confidants, and lost their posts along with him
during the Cultural Revolution as members of the
"black gang." For example, Chao had been vice
director of the Department of Public Security of the
Southwest Military and Administrative Committee
(SWMAC) under Teng; Tuan, vice director of the
Department of Industry of SWMAC; and Ch'ien,
Director of the Second Field Army's and then of
SWMAC's Public Health Departments. In 1952, when
Teng was transferred from the Southwest to Peking
and installed as a vice premier, Tuan and Ch'ien
moved to the Administrative Council (later to become the State Council) in Peking, and subsequently
rose from vice-ministerial to ministerial rank. Purged
in the Cultural Revolution, Chao, Tuan, and Ch'ien
began to recoup their losses in the 1970's and after
the 10th CCP Congress upheld Teng's attempts to
rectify the deviations of the Cultural Revolution.
For their efforts, they found themselves temporarily
driven from power by Chiang Ch'ing early last year.

Changing of the guard in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs: after the October 1976 purge of the Chiang
Ch'ing clique, Ch'iao Kuan-hua (left) was replaced
as PRC Foreign Minister by Huang Hua (right), former PRC Ambassador to the United Nations.
—Photos from Katherine Young, and from AFP via Pictorial Parade.

provincial power factions and accepted their control. By contrast, most of the worker-peasant "rebels,"
who emerged as CC members during or after the
Cultural Revolution, were recruited and promoted by
the Chiang Ch'ing clique and followed its lead."
The State Council. It was not only in the CCP
Central Committee that the October Incident triggered important changes of leading cadres. Since
the purge of the "gang of four," there have been a
total of 12 new assignments at the ministerial level
in the PRC's chief executive organ, the State Council (see Table 1). The transfers indicate several
things.
In the first place, all important members of the
Chiang Ch'ing clique on the State Council have
been removed. These include the Minister of Culture, Yu Hui-yung; the Acting Minister of Education,
Ch'ih Ch'un (formerly a Vice Minister); the Minister
of Public Health, Liu Hsiang-p'ing; the Director of
the Physical Culture and Sports Commission, Chuang
Tse-tung; the Minister of the Metallurgical Industry,

Another four of the new ministers had special
relations with Chou En-lai. Huang Hua and Ch'en
Mu-hua were important assistants to the late Premier in matters of foreign policy, and thanks to his
" O n these dismissals, see Jen-min Jih-pao, Nov. 23, 1976, and
March 22, 1977; Kuang-ming Jih-pao, Nov. 30, 1976; Ti-yu Pao,
March 2, 1977; and Hung Ch'i (Peking), No. 4, April 3, 1977, pp.
15-19. It should be noted that Ch'ih Ch'un was only an acting
minister, having served since the spring of 1976 in place of the
deceased Chou Jung-hsin.
" The vice ministers dismissed were Chang Wei-min, Hao Liang,
Liu Ch'ing-t'ang, and Wang Man-t'ien. See Jen-min Jih-pao, May
22, 1977, and Kuang-ming Jih-pao, Jan. 16, 1977.

" One can point to a number of "model laborers" who became
prominent through promotion by local powerholders: Lu Yu-lan
and Wang Kuo-fan in Hopeh, Wang Ch'ao-chu in Hupeh, Tsung Hsiyiin in Kirin, and Yang Fu-chen in Shanghai. "Worker-peasant
rebels" who joined and depended on the Chiang Ch'ing clique
included: Chu K'o-chia in Yunnan, and Chin Tsu-min, Wang Hsiangchiin, and Wang Hsiu-chen in Shanghai.
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protection they survived the Cultural Revolution
unscathed. Similarly, Liu Hsi-yao was Chou's confidant in matters of science and education and
served as his "liaison officer" to these circles in the
early stages of the Cultural Revolution. He subsequently became a deputy director and then director
of the State Council's Scientific and Educational
Group, where he promoted the Chou-Teng line,
worked to improve management of science and
technology, and waged a resolute struggle against
Ch'ih Ch'iin, who was a member of the Chiang Ch'ing
clique.30 His appointment signaled an affirmation of
the Chou-Teng line and the resumption of efforts to

rectify the "deviations" of the "educational revolution" fostered by Ch'ih Ch'un on behalf of the Chiang
Ch'ing clique. Finally, there is Wang Meng. Although
Wang was a former subordinate of Lin Piao and a
veteran political cadre in the 38th Army and the
Fourth Field Army, Chou En-lai promoted Wang
after the reshuffling of the 38th Army that was
carried out in the wake of the Lin Piao affair and

30
On the struggle in educational circles, see the Education
Ministry's Great Criticism Group, "A Political Struggle on Questions
Concerning Basic Theoretical Studies in the Natural Sciences,"
Kuang-ming Jih-pao, Jan. 16, 1977.

Table 2: Transfers of Province-Level First Secretaries Since October 6,1976
Province or
municipality

Current first
secretary

Incumbent's former
position

Anhwei

Wan Li

Minister of Railways •

Sung P'ei-chang

Purged

Secretary, Chekiang Provincial
Committee; Political Commissar,
Chekiang Military District

Tan Ch'i-lungc

First Secretary,
Tsinghai Provincial
Committee

bc

The former
secretary

Former secretary's
current post

Chekiang

T'ieh Ying

Heilungkiang

Liu Kuang-t'ao b-c

Second Secretary, Heilungkiang
Provincial Committee; First
Political Commissar,
Heilungkiang Military District

Wang Chiao-tao b c

Deputy Commander,
Shenyang Military
Region

Hunan

Mao Chih-yung

Secretary, Hunan Provincial
Committee

Hua Kuo-feng '•d

Chairman, Chinese
Communist Party

Kansu

Sung P'ing

Secretary, Kansu Provincial
Committee

Hsien Heng-han

Purged

Kiangsu

Hsu Chia-t'un

Secretary, Kiangsu Provincial
Committee

P'eng Ch'ungc

Third Secretary,
Shanghai Municipal
Committee

Kirin

Wang En-mao b

Deputy Political Commissar,
Nanking Military Region

Wang Huai-hsiang b

Political Commissar,
Kirin Military District

Kwangsi

Ch'iao Hsiao-kuang

Second Secretary, Kwangsi
Provincial Committee

An P'ing-shengc

First Secretary,
Yunnan Provincial
Committee

Kweichow

Ma Li

Deputy Secretary, Hopeh
Provincial Committee

Lu Jui-lin bi c

Unspecified military
duties

Ningsia

Huo Shih-lien

Secretary, Shensi Provincial
Committee

K'ang Chien-min "

(Deceased)

Shanghai

Su Chen-hua "• '• d

Deputy Commander and First
Political Commissar of Navy

Chang Ch'un-ch'iao

Purged

Tsinghai

Tan Ch'i-lung c

First Secretary, Chekiang
Provincial Committee

Liu Hsien-ch'uan bi c

Deputy Commander,
Tsinan Military
Region

Yunnan

An P'ing-sheng c

First Secretary, Kwangsi
Provincial Committee

Chia Ch'i-yun

Purged

• Purged in summer of 1976 at instigation of the Chiang Ch'ing clique.
b
Professional member of the military.

<• Member of the CCP Central Committee.
<* Member of the CCP Politburo.
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named him Director of the Physical Culture and
Sports Commission. Wang subsequently waged a
struggle against the Chiang Ch'ing clique in sports
circles, and as a result he temporarily lost his position.31 His reinstatement is yet another indication of
the renewed prestige enjoyed by the late Chou En-lai
and his followers.
Third, there was a notable lack of advance of
elements associated with Hua Kuo-feng and the
Third Force. Not even the two non-State Council
veterans among the new ministerial appointees can
be classified as belonging to this group. One, Minister
of Culture Hua Shan, is a professional soldier; the
other, Minister of Public Security Chao Ts'ang-pi,
comes to his present post from party work in
Szechwan and, as we have seen, had long prior
association with Teng Hsiao-p'ing in the Southwest.
Province-level party committees. The months since
the October Incident have also seen changes in the
staffing of party committees at the province level,
including the replacement of 13 of the 29 provincial
and municipality CCP first secretaries (see Table 2).
Expulsion of elements of the Chiang Ch'ing clique
has been an important, although not the sole, aspect
of these changes at the provincial level. Shanghai
Municipality in Eastern China and Liaoning Province
in the Northeast were the two major political bases
of the clique, and after the October Incident the
respective party committees there were completely
reorganized.
In Shanghai, First Secretary Chang Ch'un-ch'iao,
Second Secretary Yao Wen-yuan, and secretaries
Wang Hung-wen, Wang Hsiu-chen, Hsu Ching-hsien,
and Ma T'ien-shui were all purged as members of
the Chiang Ch'ing clique. The only secretary retained was Chou Ch'un-lin, a veteran military man
who had served in the New Fourth Army and Third
Field Army. As commander of the Shanghai Garrison,
he had not cooperated with the discredited clique.
The newly appointed First Secretary of the Shanghai Municipal Committee is Su Chen-hua. Su had
served in the 129th Division, Eighth Route Army and
had commanded the Fifth Corps, Second Field Army.
An old subordinate of Liu Po-ch'eng and Teng Hsiaop'ing, he had been squeezed out of power by Lin Piao
and Chiang Ch'ing in the early stages of the Cultural
Revolution. In the 1970's, he resumed his preCultural Revolution position of Deputy Commander
and First Political Commissar of the Navy. His ap31

pointment as Shanghai First Secretary and Chairman
of the Shanghai Municipal Revolutionary Committee
appears related to the .military takeover of the city
in October. The East Sea Fleet under his command
is said to have been charged with the heavy responsibility of heading off the Chiang Ch'ing clique's
alleged plan for an armed uprising there.
The new Second Secretary in Shanghai is Ni
Chih-fu, a "worker" and formerly Secretary of the
Peking Municipal Committee and Director of the
Peking Federation of Trade Unions. Ni, like Su,
is an alternate member of the CCP Politburo, and
he may be a member of the Third Force.
The Third Secretary, P'eng Ch'ung, was transferred to the Shanghai Municipal Committee from
Kiangsu Province (in which Shanghai is located),
where he had been serving as party First Secretary.
Like P'eng, the remaining new appointees—Lin Huchia, Yen Yu-min, and Wang l-p'ing—are experienced civilian cadres32 and elements of the bureaucratic clique.
Prior to October, the control of the Liaoning
Provincial Committee was effectively in the hands
of Secretary Mao Yuan-hsin (First Secretary Tseng
Shao-shan who was also Political Commissar of
the Shenyang Military Region, had been quite inactive). According to the May 1977 issue of Hung
Ch'i, Mao (a nephew of Mao Tse-tung) was guilty of
"colluding with some so-called 'veteran cadres' who
sold their souls to ingratiate themselves," of
"trusting a group of political gangsters and shameless writers [i.e., the Chiang Ch'ing clique]," and
of organizing "a fascist dictatorship gang to rule
the country." More specifically, Mao Yuan-hsin was
accused of organizing an "anti-party faction headed
by himself with a 'general administrator' and cadres
and hoodlums to take over party and government
power in Liaoning." The faction presumably included
Mao Yuan-hsin's confidants Li Po-ch'iu (from the
military), Yang Ch'un-fu (a civilian cadre), Liu
Sheng-t'ien (a peasant), and Wei Ping-k'uei (a
worker)—all of whom have now been dropped as
secretaries of the provincial committee and from
other positions in the military, government, and
trade unions.
Tseng Shao-shan continues to serve as titular
First Secretary of Liaoning Province, although he is
32
Lin had served as deputy director of the State Council's State
Planning Commission; Yen, as deputy director of the State
Council's Internal Affairs Staff Office; and Wang, as a secretary
of the Shanghai Municipal Committee. All three had been removed
from office in the early stages of the Cultural Revolution.

On this struggle, see Ti-yu Pao, March 21, 1977.
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Liaoning and a potential replacement for Tseng as
first secretary of the province.
Completing the destruction of the Chiang Ch'ing
clique's power base in the province-level party organizations were the dismissals of Hsieh Ching-i
in Peking Municipality and of Wang Man-t'ien and
Wang Shu-chen in Tientsin Municipality." These
four had also served as vice chairmen of the revolutionary committees of their respective cities.
The explanations for the other changes of assignment of provincial first secretaries are less obvious
and probably diverse. Liu Hsien-ch'uan had not been
actively identified as First Secretary of Tsinghai
since the late 1960's and, as a remnant of the Lin
Piao group, appears to be losing power. In Kirin,
Wang Huai-hsiang lost his party first secretaryship
but continues to function in a military capacity. In
Yunnan, Chia Ch'i-yun was reportedly undergoing
investigation. Both Wang and Chia, as well as Hsien
Heng-han in Kansu and Sung P'ei-chang in Anhwei,
appear to be under a cloud for having dragged their
heels in suppressing members of the Chiang Ch'ing
clique.
The remaining removals of provincial first secretaries involved transfers to other positions or (in the
case of K'ang Chien-min) the death of the incumbent from natural causes. There has been some
speculation that the transfer of T'an Ch'i-lung from
Chekiang to Tsinghai was a "demotion" or "banishment." However, Tsinghai is no longer a wasteland
without economic value. It is a new industrial base
with nuclear industries and serves as a terminus
of the Tsinghai-Tibet railroad now under construction. T'an persistently defended the Chou-Teng line,
struggled against the Chiang Ch'ing clique, and
rather effectively settled worker disputes in Hangchow." With long experience in local party committee affairs and a firm hand in dealing with disturbances, he may well have been transferred to the
somewhat turbulent Tsinghai as a trouble-shooter to
strengthen the local party leadership.
While provincial party committees continue to
undergo reorganization, there have been relatively

Sign of the times—a poster carried in an October
25, 1976, demonstration in Canton shows caricatures of the purged "gang of four" (from left to
right, Yao Wen-yuan, Wang Hung-wen, Chang Ch'unch'iao, and Chiang Ch'ing) impaled on a bayonet.
—UPI.

still very inactive. Tseng and Ch'en Hsi-lien, Commander of the Shenyang Military Region until his
transfer to Peking in early 1974, had maintained
a very delicate relationship with Mao Yuan-hsin and
were believed to have had contact with the Chiang
Ch'ing clique. This would reflect unfavorably on the
political future of both figures.
Besides Tseng, three other secretaries (Huang
Ou-tung, Hu l-min, and Su Yu—all "black gang"
cadres demoted in the Cultural Revolution and rehabilitated in the 1970's)—retained their positions
on the Liaoning Provincial Committee. Of the three
newly-appointed secretaries, one is a "worker," and
two are former civilian "black gang" cadres. Of the
latter, the most important is Jen Chung-i, now
Second Secretary of the province. Formerly a secretary of the Heilungkiang Provincial Committee and
concurrently the First Secretary of the Harbin City
Committee, Jen was suspended from these responsibilities in 1967 and had only resumed them in recent years. He is currently the most active cadre in

33
Hsieh is the daughter of Hsieh Fu-chih and Liu Hsiang-p'ing
and is reportedly an adopted daughter of Chiang Ch'ing. She
and Ch'ih Ch'iin were known as the "two black generals" of Chiang
Ch'ing in Peking. Wang Man-t'ien is related to Mao Tse-tung and
Chiang Ch'ing. A Tientsin "worker," Wang Shu-chen served concurrently as a secretary of the Tientsin Municipal Communist Youth
League.
34
See Jen-min Jih-pao, Nov. 24, 1976; and reportage by a Japanese
correspondent in Peking, in Yomiuri Shimbun (Tokyo),
Jan. 29, 1977.
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Table 3: Key Figures in the Current Propaganda and Media Apparatus
Officials by
organization

Title (if known)

Post from which purged in Cultural Revolution '

CC Propaganda Department
Chu Mu-chih b

Deputy Director, New China News Agency

Ts'ao l-ou c

Cadre in unidentified Central Committee department*

Hu Yao-pang

First Secretary, Central Committee, Communist Youth League

Wu Leng-hsi

Deputy Director, CC Propaganda Department;
Director, New China News Agency

Hsiung Fu

Secretary General, CC Propaganda Department

Jen-min Jih-pao (People's Daily)
Hu Chi-wei

Chief Editor

Deputy Chief Editor, Jen-min Jih-pao

Sun l-ch'ing

Deputy Chief Editor

Chief Editor, Chung-kuo Ching-nien Pao

Ch'ih Hao-t'ien

Deputy Chief Editor

Political Commissar of a 27th Army u n i t d

P'an Fei

Deputy Chief Editor

Deputy Director, International Department, Jen-min Jih-pao

Chief Editor

New China News Agency reporter in West Germany

Hung Ch'i (Red Flag)
Wang Shu
Central Broadcast Bureau
Chang Hsiang-shan

Director

Deputy Chairman, Sino-Japanese Friendship Association

Li Lien-ch'ing

Deputy Director

Cultural Counsellor, PRC Embassy in the Soviet Union

Chin Chao

Deputy Director

Deputy Director, Central Broadcast Bureau

New China News Agency
Chu Mu-chih b

Director

Deputy Director, New China News Agency

Tseng T'ao

Deputy Director

Ambassador to Algeria

Shin Shao-hua

Deputy Director

Deputy Director, New China News Agency 1

Mu Ch'ing

Deputy Director

Deputy Director, New China News Agency

Deputy Director

Deputy Director, New China News Agency

Miao Hai-ling

• With exceptions as noted.
b
Chu has been identified in two posts.

c

few transfers of leaders of the military regions. The
most noteworthy change was the appointment of
Nieh Feng-chih to replace Ting Sheng (a holdover
from the Lin Piao group) as commander of the
Nanking Military Region. Nieh is a veteran military
man of New Fourth Army and Third Field Army background, an old subordinate to T'an Chen-lin and
Su Yu (the general, not to be confused with the
Liaoning party secretary of the same name), and a
close comrade-in-arms of Hsu Shih-yu (on whom,
more presently).35

ship of the Propaganda Department of the CCP
Central Committee and of the central information
media since the October Incident. The propaganda
and media organizations constitute a "sensitive area"
in political struggles in the PRC. Whoever controls
them is able to create a favorable "public opinion"
and to assume the role of defending "orthodox" positions within the CCP Central Committee. When Mao
Tse-tung launched the Cultural Revolution 11 years
ago this summer, he supported Chiang Ch'ing's
initiative to seize power in the Propaganda Department and the media. Later, Yao Wen-yuan took over

d

The propaganda and media structures. Perhaps
even more worthy of attention than the changes
in the State Council and the provincial party committees is the all-round reorganization of the leader-

Ts'ao is the widow of K'ang Sheng.
Not purged in Cultural Revolution.

35
On this background, see Nieh Feng-chih, "Three Days and
Nights of Pitched Battles in Shanghai," in Hsing-huo liao-yuan,
Vol. 10, pp. 368-83; and Huang Chen-hsia, op. cit., pp. 699-700.
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this power to control "public opinion and propaganda." 36
Since the October Incident, there has been a
massive turnover of leading officials in the party's
Propaganda Department, in the party daily Jen-min
Jih-pao, the theoretical journal Hung Ch'i, the New
China News Agency, and the Central Broadcast
Bureau. Among those dismissed as members or
adherents of the Chiang Ch'ing clique were Lu Ying
(Chief Editor of Jen-min Jih-pao), Chieh Li-fu (head
of the New China News Agency), and Teng Kang
(Acting Director of the Central Broadcast Bureau).
Seventeen key figures currently holding eighteen
management posts of the propaganda and information hierarchies have been identified (see Table 3).
Of these, 14 are officials who were purged during
the Cultural Revolution. Eleven had been cadres in
the propaganda-information field before that period.
Four persons (Chang Hsiang-shan, Li Lien-ch'ing,
Wang Shu, and Tseng T'ao) came to their new
responsibilities from work in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs or the International Liaison Department of the
Central Committee, having served under Chou En-lai
or Keng Piao, Director of the Central Committee's
International Liaison Department." Only one leader
in this area is a military man—Ch'ih Hao-t'ien. An
old subordinate of Hsu Shih-yu and Nieh Feng-chih,38
Ch'ih had been Deputy Political Commissar of the
Peking Military Region as well as Political Commissar
of the 27th Army, which participated in the takeover in October.

The reorganized propaganda structure clearly is
under the control of old Chou-Teng cadres. Of particular significance is the reemergence of Chu Muchih, Hu Yao-pang, and Wu Leng-hsi. These three
"black gang" figures had first reappeared in the
1970's but then lost their positions in 1976 for supporting the Chou-Teng line of rectifying Cultural
Revolution deviations. Hu was in charge of reorganizing the Academy of Sciences and drafted the "Report Outline of the Academy of Sciences." For this,
he was attacked by the Chiang Ch'ing group and
accused of "instigating rightist reversal of verdicts." " That these three were rehabilitated a second time and put in charge of the Central Committee's Propaganda Department amounted to a

36
For post-October charges against the Chiang Ch'ing clique's
misuse of the media, see Wen Ch'ing, "Apostles of Goebbels," Jenmin Jih-pao, Nov. 20, 1976, and Hung Ch'i Great Criticism Group,
"Disturbance, Failure, and Extinction Record—Exposing Yao Wenyiian's Crimes in Using Hung Ch'i to Create Counterrevolutionary
Opinions," Hung Ch'i, March 1977, pp. 36-47.
37
Chang had been serving as Deputy Director of the
Central Committee's International Liaison Department; Li, as
a Cultural Counsellor in Japan; Tseng as Ambassador to
France; and Wang, as Ambassador to the Federal Republic
of Germany.

Chu Mu-chih, Director of the New China News
Agency (NCNA) and leader of a Chinese delegation
which toured the US in 1973 at the invitation of the
American Society of Newspaper Editors, is greeted
at New York's Kennedy Airport by Warren H. Phi/lips
of The Wall Street Journal. Purged from NCNA in
the Cultural Revolution, Chu had returned in the
1970's and had risen to the directorship. In 1976
he was once again purged, only to be reinstated as
NCNA Director and appointed to a position in the
Propaganda Department of the Chinese Communist
Party's Central Committee after the October purge
of the "gang of four."

Keng Piao in 1949 was a subordinate to Nieh Jung-chen and
served as Deputy Commander of the 19th Corps in North China.
Since then, he has served abroad as an ambassador and then as
Deputy Foreign Minister and confidant to Chou En-lai. In the
October Incident, Keng reportedly led troops to take over the
propaganda establishment—a rumor which seems reliable to the
author, particularly in light of the fact that four of Keng's former
subordinates have been transferred to work in this field. All of them
had some experience in propaganda work aimed at foreign audiences.
38

See Huang Chen-hsia, op. cit., pp. 643, 699, 700.

39

Peking University and Tsinghua University Great Criticism
Group, "Counterattacking the Rightist Movement to Reverse
Verdicts in Science and Technology Circles," Hung Ch'i, February
1976, pp. 3-11; and Kan Li and Yen Feng, "Before and After
the Appearance of the 'Report Outline'," loc. cit.

—Wide World.
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direct repudiation of the Chiang Ch'ing clique's
views of "readjustment." Indeed, it was a major "reversal of a verdict."

or county-level cadres have been able to "ascend to
high positions by helicopter" (a term commonly
used to describe the rapid promotion of such persons
during the Cultural Revolution). Nor is there any
evident tendency for the professional military to
expand its power in party and government organizations.
Most of the veteran cadres newly installed in office
have long administrative experience in party affairs
at the provincial level, or in the State Council. Their
appointments are believed to represent an effort by
the CCP leadership to normalize administrative and
economic controls in order to promote implementation of the plan for "four modernizations."
Certainly, the great bulk of these cadres were victims of the Cultural Revolution. Indeed, they disagreed with the Cultural Revolution line and disliked
the words and deeds of the Chiang Ch'ing clique.
Hence, they can be expected to push hard for "correction" of the "mistakes" of the Cultural Revolution
and to promote the "four modernizations." They may
also contribute to resolution of the issue of how to
bring Teng Hsiao-p'ing out of his second retirement
(i.e., that of April 1976), However, the more powerful this force becomes and the greater the possibility
of its success in bringing about an official reevaluation of the Cultural Revolution, the more difficulties
the CCP leadership will have in preserving Mao Tsetung as a political idol and a source of prestige or
legitimacy—a point to which we shall return at the
conclusion.

As we have seen above, a major redistribution of
power has been going on in China since October
1976. While the changes recorded so far are themselves far-reaching, the process has not been completed. For one thing, the Central Committee itself
awaits reconstitution. However, from what information we have at hand, one can draw some conclusions about why the Chiang Ch'ing clique fell and
about the future alignment of political forces in
Peking.
The clique fell because of its political inexperience
and the lack of a solid political base. With its main
support among the predominantly urban members
of the "worker-peasant rebels," the clique proved
unable to infiltrate to a sufficient degree the civilian
and military hierarchies which wield the ultimate
power in Peking. The group's ranks included only
quite limited numbers of veteran civilian cadres.
Likewise, very few high-ranking military leaders came
over. As noted above, the principal military support
came from a handful of Lin Piao associates, although
there is some evidence of partial infiltration of the
Air Force, the Navy, and the Nanking Military
Region.40 Finally, the clique failed in its efforts to
link up with the Third Force. A prime objective was
to establish bases in the six factories and two
schools guarded by the 8341st Troop Unit. But in
the end, the Chiang Ch'ing clique was unable to
subvert Wang Tung-hsing and the "8341st."

One other aspect of the bureaucratic clique
deserves comment here: the signs of developing
local factions within it. The most prominent example
has at its nucleus Hsu Shih-yu and Wei Kuo-ch'ing,
respectively Commander and First Political Commissar of the Canton Military Region. Of the newly
appointed provincial first secretaries, Ch'iao Hsiaokuang in Kwangsi and An P'ing-sheng in Yunnan

The power of the Chiang Ch'ing clique has collapsed at the central and local levels, and the possibility of a comeback is very limited. While local
remnants may be able to cause disturbances for a
while, they appear unable to regroup for a power
seizure at the center.

40
Since October, Air Force Commander Ma Ning, Air Force
Political Commissar Fu Ch'uan-tso, and Navy Deputy Commander
K'ung Chao-nien have been suspended, possibly for involvement
in the October Incident. (Major political incidents in Peking—such
as the Lin Piao Affair—have invariably involved some persons
in these two branches of the People's Liberation Army). Also
dismissed was Ting Sheng, Commander of the Nanking
Military Region. In addition, the following two figures appear to
have been suspended: Wu Ta-sheng (Political Commissar of
the Nanking Military Region and concurrently First Political
Commissar of the Kiangsu Military District) and Yang Kuang-li
(Deputy Political Commissar of an unidentified troop unit in
Kiangsu Province and simultaneously a secretary of the
Kiangsu Provincial CCP Committee and vice chairman of the
Province's Revolutionary Committee). These three are all believed to
have been involved with the Chiang Ch'ing clique.

Re-Resurgence of Chou-Teng Line
As striking as the fall of the Chiang Ch'ing clique
has been the spread of the Chou-Teng policy line
and the reemergence of members of the bureaucratic clique in major positions of responsibility in
Peking and in the provinces.
The bulk of appointees to the Central Committee apparatus, the State Council, and provincial
organs since the October Incident are veteran
cadres. Very few former "worker-peasant elements"
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have worked with Wei for long periods and assisted
him in resisting power thrusts by the Chiang Ch'ing
clique. T'an Ch'i-lung in Tsinghai and Huo Shih-lien
in Ningsia were veteran political cadres in the New
Fourth Army and Third Field Army, with which
Hsu and Wei served. Ch'en P'i-hsien and Chang
Chih-hsiu, newly appointed secretaries in Yunnan,
and Wang Pi-ch'eng, a Yunnan provincial secretary
and Commander of the K'unming Military Region
(transferred there from the Nanking Military Region
—then Hsu's bailiwick—in the early 1970's), all
have a similar background. Nieh Feng-chih, newly
appointed Commander of the Nanking Military Region, also belongs to the New Fourth Army and
Third Field Army historical faction. A veteran cadre
of the 27th Army, Nieh worked under Hsu for a
quarter of a century and is one of Hsu's confidants.
Finally, Ch'ih Hao-t'ien, the only military figure in
the new leadership of the party's propaganda and
information apparatus, has been a Hsu-Nieh confidant and a political cadre in the 27th Army.

Party Congress. The party now advocates vigorous
rectification of the Cultural Revolution excesses,
rebuilding of enterprise management systems, rehabilitation of production, development of the economy, correction of leftist deviations in culture and
in education fields, expansion of foreign relations
and trade, and all-out pursuit of the plan of "four
modernizations." The three policy documents drafted
under Teng's sponsorship have now been reaffirmed.
On these matters, there seems to be no dissension
among civilian and military leaders in the bureaucratic clique or among members of the Third Force.

The Question of Teng
However, there is obvious dissension and dispute
at the highest level regarding Teng's personal reinstatement. Since November 1976, numerous articles
have appeared in party newspapers and journals
advocating reversal of the April 1976 decision to

While it is still too early to determine whether
Wei and Hsu have fully organized their local power,
it is an undeniable fact that veteran cadres of the
New Fourth Army and Third Field Army, as well as
Wei's local cadres in Kwantung and Kwangsi, have
become very active since the October Incident.
Veteran cadres of the New Fourth Army and Third
Field Army are active in East China (the former
region of Hsu's political activities) and also in
Peking. For example, T'an Chen-lin is Vice Chairman
of the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress, and Su Yu is Vice Chairman of the party's
Military Commission. In addition, three of the six
vice ministers in the Ministry of Culture and
Ministry of Education are persons newly transferred from duties in Kwangtung and Kwangsi.41
Moreover, it has been rumored (but not confirmed) that Hsu and Wei wrote to Hua Kuo-feng
requesting prompt reinstatement of Teng Hsiao-p'ing
and reevaluation of Mao's deeds and mistakes. If
there is any truth to this story, the political movements of Hsu and Wei in the future will bear even
closer attention.
For the future, the CCP leadership seems committed to the Chou-Teng line adopted after the 10th
43
Among the new vice ministers of the Education Ministry are
Yung Wen-t'ao (formerly a Kwangtung Provincial Committee
secretary! and Hsiao Han (formerly a secretary of the Nanning City
Commit'.f-e in Kwangsi). Tang Hsiang-min, formerly a member of
the Standing Committee of the Kwangtung Provincial Revolutionary
Committee, is now a vice minister of the Culture Ministry.

Teng Hsiao-p'ing, photographed in May 1975 during
a state visit to France as Deputy Premier of the
People's Republic of China, a year before his second
fall from power.
—Gamma/Liaison.
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remove Teng Hsiao-p'ing from his pos;t as Vice
Premier and CCP Vice Chairman and seeking a
declaration of his innocence, but neither step has
yet been taken.
While Teng has in reality been cleared, his
"formal" reinstatement is a difficult rricitter which
will continue to bedevil the CCP at the highest level
until it is resolved. For Teng's rehabilitation is not
simply a matter of personal power and position. The
Central Committee resolutions of April 7, 1976, dismissing Teng from all party and government posts
and elevating Hua Kuo-feng to First Vice Chairman
of the Central Committee and Premier, bore the distinct imprint of Chairman Mao.42 To formally reinstate

Teng, the party must upset at least the first of those
two resolutions, and also reverse the evaluations of
the T'ienanmen Incident of April 1976 (demonstrations in the memory of Chou En-lai) and of the Cultural Revolution which they reflected. Even if Teng
is eventually restored to prominence, time will be
needed to make appropriate arrangements so that
such a move can be made without destroying Mao
Tse-tung as national symbol.
With the exception of Hua Kuo-feng, members of
the Third Force are reported to oppose Teng's reinstatement, although with varying degrees of fervor.
The bureaucratic clique, in contrast, strongly supports this action, and by bringing about the reinstatement of Hu Yao-pang, Chu Mu-chih, and Wu Lenghsi in the propaganda establishment, they appear to
be in a highly advantageous position to promote
such a course. Teng, personally, has a political base
and considerable prestige. In the past, he rose stoutheartedly to resist the ambitions of the Chiang Ch'ing
clique. Many civilian and military bureaucrats remember the persecution that Chou En-lai himself
suffered at the hands of the Chiang Ch'ing clique
and hence feel sympathy for Teng.
Informed circles generally believe that Teng
Hsiao-p'ing will probably return to public office in
the future, but that there will be considerable additional wrangling over the time and form of his
reinstatement and the position to which he is named.
Rumors circulating in Peking and Canton aver that
Wei Kuo-ch'ing, Hsu Shih-yu, and other local powerholders have requested that Teng be appointed
Premier and that the Third Force resists this. The
two sides seem temporarily stalemated on the issue.
The best one can predict is that Teng will not be
named to a post which outranks either Hua Kuo-feng
or Yeh Chien-ying.*

Long-Range Prospects
Looking further down the road, one sees consider
able potential for political instability within the CCP
leadership, for ultimately a new generation of political leaders must succeed to power as those of the
42
The text of the two resolutions, both adopted "on the
proposal of" Chairman Mao, are translated in Peking Review,
April 9, 1976, p. 3.
* On July 21, 1977, after this article had been completed, the
CCP Central Committee met and reinstated Teng as CCP Vice Chairman, Vice Chairman of the Military Commission, Chief of Staff of
the People's Liberation Army, and Vice Premier. See FB1S, op. cit.,
July 22, 1977, p. E15.—Eds.

A recent photo of Chairman Hua Kuo-feng, showing a new hairstyle (replacing his former crewcut)
that is more evocative of the late Mao Tse-tung.
—Katherine Young.
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first and second generations die or withdraw to
second-line positions.
Already we have some evidence of the emerging
importance of young cadres of the fourth generation,
i.e., those in their mid-50's who joined the CCP
during the War of Resistance to Japanese aggression
(1937-45), a development that the author four years
ago predicted would occur soon after Mao's death.43
In the Third Force, one would point to three individuals—Hua Kuo-feng, Chi Teng-k'uei, and Wang Tunghsing—who represent this group. The first two are
precisely " '37 " or "War of Resistance" cadres, while
Wang joined somewhat earlier and is now about 65.
All will play important roles hereafter, and the possibility is rather great that Chi and Wang will
advance further. Within the top circle of the bureaucratic clique, one finds only a few representatives
of the "War of Resistance" cadres—Chao Tzu-yang
in Szechwan, Ch'iao Hsiao-kuang in Kwangsi, and
Liu Kuang-t'ao in Heilungkiang. Although few cadres
of this generation have yet assumed high-level positions, power will gradually flow to their hands with
the passage of time and the passing of the remaining
representatives of the early revolutionary generations, now over 70.

the support of two key political forces. One was the
"8341st" secret-police unit controlled by Wang
Tung-hsing; the other was key elements in the
military led by Yeh Chien-ying. The latter force
was of particular importance, for without Yeh's support, it would have been very difficult for Hua to
achieve the leadership position he holds. Yeh's
motivations are not altogether clear, but one may
surmise that he felt forced by circumstances to support Hua as a means of winning over Wang and his
"8341st" unit for the purge of the Chiang Ch'ing
clique. There was very possibly a tacit understanding, or political bargain, among Yeh, Hua, and Wang.
Yeh is an elder statesman who, because of his
prestige as well as his dominant position in the
Military Commission, can act to balance the Third
Force and those who have developed local power
bases. However, he is approaching 80 and thus cannot remain on the political scene forever. Once he
goes, the Third Force and the local powerholders
may well engage in a power struggle. In addition, the
Chinese polity still faces the thorny issue of reevaluating Mao Tse-tung and the Cultural Revolution, a
task which may also lead to clashes.
Whether the leading figures in the CCP can arrive
at a peaceful resolution of these delicate issues and
prolong the modus vivendi which has obtained
since the October incident remains an open question.
It will not be an easy task.

For the time being, Hua Kuo-feng stands at center
stage, but his attainment of this status depended on
43
Ting Wang, "Looking Inside China: The Succession Problem,"
loc. cit.
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Post-Mao Policy in Asia
By Golam W. Choudhury

T

he recent deaths of Mao Tse-tung, long the
ultimate decision-maker on China's vital
issues, and Chou En-lai, the country's ablest
administrator in foreign as well as domestic affairs,
inevitably raised questions about what international
course China would follow with these two leaders
gone from the political scene. Would the Sino-Soviet
rift, to which Mao was a major contributor, continue,
or would there be a narrowing of differences between the two Communist giants? Such a development would, of course, affect not only bilateral ties,
but also the triangular relationship among Washington, Moscow, and Peking. And how would the new
government view the United States specifically?
Would there, in short, be r
major change in the
balance of power in the /
vPacific region, where
the interests of the "
jor powers interact?
Moreover, how wouiu
iinese approach Japan
in view of the fact that ..• gains from normalization
of relations with Tokyo had fallen short of initial
anticipations, and what would Peking's attitude be
vis-a-vis the regional tensions and conflicts in many
parts of the Third World—especially those in Asia,
where China already had the capability of playing
a significant role?
Mao's successor, Hua Kuo-feng, has himself
acknowledged the uncertainties that China's novel
Mr. Choudhury is Professor of Political Science and
Director of the Center for International Studies,
North Carolina Central University (Durham, NC). He
was formerly Professor of Political Science at Dacca
University and then a figure in the government of
Pakistan (1967-71), serving first as Director-General
of Research in the Foreign Office and later as a
member of the Cabinet. The latest of his many works
on Asian affairs are Chinese Perception of the World,
1977, and Sino-American Relations in the Post-Mao
Era, forthcoming.

situation produced. In a speech in late December
1976, he noted:
. . . our people, our comrades, and our foreign
friends and comrades were gnawed by deep anxiety
and concern over the destiny of our Party and state.
Everybody was saying to himself: In the past with
Chairman Mao at the helm, we defied whatever difficulty or hazard before us; now that Chairman Mao
has passed away . . . [w]hat will become of China's
future?'
At the same, Hua went to some pains to cloak
himself in the mantle of Maoist tradition. He declared that "both internally and internationally, we
shall unswervingly forge ahead along the course
charted by Chairman Mao," and he went on to say:
We are determined to uphold the principles of
proletarian internationalism, carry out the revolutionary line and policies in foreign affairs formulated
by Chairman Mao, strengthen our unity with the
international proletariat and the oppressed nations
and oppressed people of the world, strengthen our
unity with the third world countries and unite with
all countries suffering from imperialist and socialistimperialist aggression, subversion, intervention,
control, and bullying, so as to oppose the hegemonism of the two superpowers—the Soviet Union and
the United States.2
While it was predictable that Hua would at least
verbally seek to identify himself with Mao in light
of Hua's heavy dependence on the deceased Chair-

1
See his speech at the Second National Conference on Learning from
Tachai in Agriculture, Dec. 25, 1976, in Peking Review, Jan. 1, 1977.
p. 34.
2
Ibid., p. 44.
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