Steer Clear of Turkey
By HARRY A. FRANCK

J

VERY recently returned from a
journey through Turkey. Upon
reaching the frontier my passport
was taken away by a soldier canvassing
the train, and was returned liours later
as I neared my destination. Our State
Department advises travelers to keep
, their passports always in their own possession, for very obvious reasons; yet
even our consular officials, traveling on
diplomatic passports, are compelled to
hand them over to irresponsible soldiers
when they enter Turkey. But let
that pass. My first stop was Adana.
By luck, there remain in Adana a few
Americans still striving to maintain a
mission hospital. For it was only
through them that I learned that if I
did not present myself to the local police within twenty-four hours of my
arrival I should be subjected to a fine—
and worse. The fine might not be
serious, but it is still the Turkish way,
as of yore, to keep the now helpless foreigner hanging about for a fortnight or
a month before he is allowed to pay his
fine and ask for permission to move on.
I had to present myself before the police
of Adana (armed with six portraits)
and spend the morning waiting for a
long tissue-paper document, bearing one
of said likenesses, and permitting me to
proceed to my next stop, Konia.
I had twenty-four hours in Konia. It
should have been amply sufiicient to
fulfill the purposes of my visit. Yet
they were not fulfilled, for I spent virtually all my time there, except eight
hours of sleeping, in the police station,
being batted back and forth like a tennis ball between unobliging, indifferent,
and in some cases insulting minor officials. To top off the ordeal, I waited
four and a half hours for the chief of
police to return from the cafe where he
spends most of his time, since his hastily
scratched initials were necessary on my
travel order before I could leave town.
At that I was lucky, for I frequently
met foreigners in Turkey who lost the
daily train or worse for lack of such
scratched initials in time.
Now that his rights under the capitulations are gone, the foreigner in Turkey
cannot move hand or foot without the
permission of the police. Soldiers bearing huge ledgers go through every train,
examining, and usually taking up, the
police permits of foreigners. If one of
these is out of order, due to the innocent
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ignorance of said traveler—and seldom,
indeed, will a Turkish official give a foreigner information on what he is ex-
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RE accompanying article relates the experiences of a wise
and seasoned observer.
It is only fair to Turkey, however, to remind the reader that one
traveler's story is not the whole
story, and that police regulations in
regard to visitors are enforced in
most countries.
Other observers in some parts of
Turkey, both residents and tourists,
report some hopeful signs of progress.

— T H E EDITORS.

pected to do—due to the carelessness or
even the intentional malice of a bored
clerk in a police station, he is hustled
off the train and returned to the point
of departure for trial. Even our officials
holding diplomatic passports are required to report themselves to the police
and ask permission to move on. No
matter how great his hurry or what the
reasons for his traveling, the foreigner in
the "new" Turkey must report to the
police within twenty-four hours after his
arrival and before his departure at any
stopping-place in the country.
" ^ / T Y next stop was Angora, the new
-*"*-•• capital. The police station there
was a disgrace to civilization. Foul
Arabs and European prostitutes were
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FROM THE SHIPS OF THE DESERT TO THE SHIPS OF THE SEA
A scene in Smyrna during the shipping season for figs

milling about with all other classes of
foreigners, awaiting the good will of the
indifferent p^tty officials behind the ratholes that serve as wickets. Ladies were
being jostled about in a way that no
civilized Vi'oman should be; no favors
whatever were shown them in the melee.
This time eight portraits were required;
and late in the afternoon I received permission to move on to the next town in
my itinerary. There the same story repeated itself. When I returned to Angora a week later and reported, asking
for permission to proceed to Constantinople, eight more portraits, to say
nothing of a similar length of time and
further football tactics, were required.
One gets the impression that Kemal
must have a fad of papering the walls
of his bungalow in a rocky gorge above
the new capital at Angora with the por-,
traits of distressed foreigners.

I

HAD planned to push on eastward
and visit the eastern half of Turkey.
But it simply isn't done. When I asked
for permission to go to Erzerum, it was
quickly and flatly refused. Having
never before been proscribed in my goings and comings in any of the sixty or

so countries I have visited, I asked for
reasons. Foreigners were not allowed
there, was all the explanation I was
vouchsafed. The same short shrift was
given my request to go to Kharpoot,
Diarbekir, Van, Kars. The eastern end
of Anatolia, the Asiatic region that is
almost all that is left to Turkey, was
tight closed against prying foreigners of
whatever class or motive.
An anti-Kemalist and several Americans of long residence in the country at
length confided the reason to me. In
spite of a censorship unequaled in Western countries even in war times, the
fact had leaked through that new massacres had been going on for some time
in that part of the country. This time
it was the Kurds who were in trouble.
The Turks are natural bullies; they
must have some one to pick on. The
Greeks and Armenians and other Christians being virtually gone, they had
fallen upon a racial minority of their
own faith. Incredible as it may sound,
the reason for the massacres this time
was that some of the Kurds had refused
to do away with the fez and adopt European headdress. Something in their own
peculiar brand of religion makes this

sacrilegious, and they were being hanged,
deported, and their property confiscated
—this last the main reason always for
Turkish atrocities—on the charge of rebelling against the Kemal Government.
We heard of the massacres of the Greeks
and the Armenians; they had friends in
the outside world and propaganda bureaus from which to make their wrongs
heard. The Kurds, having none of
these things, die silent martyrs.
Most of the American and other
Christian missionaries have left Turkey.
The few mission schools that remain
must give only those subjects approved
by the Kemal Government. The Government not merely specifies the curriculum, but names the holidays, requires the appointment of certain
Turkish teachers, names the salary that
must be paid them, and forbids absolutely anything even mildly suggestive
of proselyting. To so much as show a
Testament to a Turkish pupil is illegal.
The superintendent of schools at Tarsus
ordered the American boys' school there
to hold classes on Sunday, to use the
Koran instead of the Bible, and to conform to several other arbitrary religious
rules. A few mission hospitals are still
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ANGORA, THE NEW CAPITAL OF TURKEY
Chosen because it is as far removed as possible from Constantinople

functioning, but the interference from
the Turkish authorities is intense. Most
of the few missionaries who remain are
merely waiting and marking time in the
largely vain hope that they will get permission again to work for the good of
the masses.

T

HERE is an American missionary
woman who has been all alone in
the southeastern part of Anatolia for
years. Her mission board has tried hard
and long to get permission to send another worker to relieve her, or at least
to bear her company, but without success. She might be allowed to leave,
but only on condition of abandoning all
the mission property and most of her
own. She is allowed to write letters
only in Turkish, and something like one
in ten even in that language reach their
destination. It is hardly necessary to
add that she is within hearing distance
of the Kurd massacres.
The American hospital at Marsivan
was closed by order of Mustapha Kemal
because the American director said
within hearing of some spy that, while
no one objected to democracy in Turkey, it was impossible to establish a
November
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democracy by wholesale hangings and
other dictatorial acts. Fifteen professors of an American mission school were
hanged because the authorities found a
photograph in the school showing a football team of boys in blue and white (the
Greek colors) sweaters and with the
Greek as well as the Turkish flag flying
above them. It had been taken years
before at the time of a match between
students representing the two nationalities.
Like the missionaries, commercial men
are leaving Turkey. They cannot compete with the new monopolies, abetted
hy the grafting and the dilatory, unfair,
unbusinesslike ways of the present Government. The Constantinople representative of one of our large tobacco companies has been months withdrawing his
firm from the country, and the end has
by no means arrived. Three times he
had unpacked his office furniture, which
he planned to move to Greece, for inspection, when last I saw him, and still
had little hope of getting out when I
left. An Englishman who held the lightering contracts with most foreign ships
touching at Constantinople was forced
more than a year ago to work exclu-

sively for the harbor monopoly, and at
last accounts had not received a piaster
for his services.
In the old days the Sultans rewarded
their favorites by farming out the taxes
among them and permitting them to
keep a large proportion of the collections. While taxes are far worse now
than under the Sultans—being ubiquitous, arbitrary, yet bringing the people
by no means benefits in proportion—the
new stunt is the granting of monopolies.
i^The present Government, disguised under the name of republic, is a closed
corporation of a score or so of men close
to Kemal.) Most of them have done
things which make it impossible safely
to break with the dictator, however
much they may wish to do so/ These
worthy Kemalists of high rank are given
monopolies on many of the things of
prime necessity. There are monopolies
en almost everything—salt, sugar, tobacco, liquor, harbor rights, radio, even
bathing; it is illegal to go' swimming in
Turkey except from an authorized bathhouse, after paying the corresponding
fee to the monopolist. The poor hamals,
or human pack-horses, that one still sees
carrying atrocious loads in Constanti-
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nople and other parts of Turkey now
toil for bare food, while the profits of
their grueling labors go to the political
favorite who holds the hamal monopoly.
Under the Sultans many of them
(Kurds to a large extent) laid aside
what to them were fortunes and went
home to spend the last years of their
lives in ease.
T> E not led astray by the surface of
^
things in the "new" Turkey. The
present regime is eager to be considered
progressive; it does not wish to be
blamed for the crimes of the former
regime. But the leopard does not
change his spots as easily as a Turk
does his headgear. There has been much
pro-Turk—or more exactly, pro-Kemal
—propaganda since Turkey changed the
form, and the form only, of her Government. %.emal and his entourage know
enough of Western psychology to realize
the appeal of the romantic to the world
at large, and our papers have been
flooded with reports of the completely
Europeanized condition of the Turkey
of today, of the striking character of her
new sultan under the name of President/
But the Turk is still much what he was,
and there is little evidence-that Turkey
has essentially changed under that ardent disciple of Venus and Bacchus,
Mustapha Kemal Pasha| It is true that
there are more and better schools, that
more attention is being given to sanitation, that marriage and divorce laws are
more on Western lines, that polygamy
has been legally abolished, that Turkey
has adopted the Swiss Civil Code and
the Italian Criminal Code. But the
arbitrary rule of a dictator, a wholly
ruthless dictator, is "still the real Government. The tourists who make up some
ninety-five per cent of American travelers in Turkey come back reporting that
the veil has virtually disappeared. So it
has—in Constantinople, the only place
tourists see; also in Angora and among
the women of the official class. But the
great majority of feminine faces the
country over are still covered; and the
"new" Turkey is in a similar state, still
largely what it was under the vicious
and degenerate Sultans.
Never was there such a furor of hero
worship as is now being poured out upon
"the Gazi" (roughly translatable as "the
conqueror"), as Mustapha Kemal is
known among his people. Every Government office, every schoolroom in the
country, even mission schools, must have
a framed picture of Kemal in the place
of honor. I Bronze statues of Kemal are

like are by no means all good-will offerings. 0rhe Kemal custom of summary
trials and sudden hangings in the cold
gray dawn for all those of whatever
class who open their mouths against him
has given the surface appearance of a
happy and contented Turkey under an
adored ruler J But the patient traveler
who will take time to win a little confidence will hear anything but contentment from the anti-Kemalists, who dare
not raise their voices in public.

ONLY A LOAD OF BRICKS
The Turkish hamal, or porter, now
earns a bare sustenance, because
the bulk of his earnings goes to the
monoply belonging to a few friends
of Kemal

springing up all over the country^ The
same amount expended on schools or
roads would bring a great improvement
in Turkey. When "the Gazi" came to
spend this summer in one of the former
Sultan's palaces on the Bosphorus, Constantinople and the towns along the way
from Angora spent enough in decorations and other evidences of high regard
for him to have completely built the
new capital. The electric-light company
of Constantinople expects fifty per cent
increase in this year's business because
of the few days of special illumination in
his honor. Yet these statues and the
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AST week we p ublished Mr.
Merritt's account oj his political investigations in Tennessee and
Kentucky. At present he is traveling in the Gulf States, and later he
will cover the seaboard. His observations' will be published in suc•ceeding issues.
His articles express the ideas of
the farmers and business men with
2vhom he talks. In combination
with the opinions of leading Southern editors outlined in this issue by
Mr. Crawford, they will give a more
or less complete survey of the political situation in the South as far
as Al Smith is concerned.

274
PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

T N this brief space only a few out-•• standing hints of the wrongs still being perpetrated in Turkey can be mentioned. A complete inventory would
take many pages. Certainly the three
reasons enumerated by those opposed to
the signing of the Lausanne Treaty are
as much in evidence as ever. Kemal has
done nothing whatever to make reparation to the Armenian republic he was
mainly instrumental in strangling; on
the contrary, it is largely he who has
made so difficult the task of the Near
East Relief in bringing many thousands
of Armenian orphans through to productiveness and self-support. Unless the
new left-handed understanding with
Turkey contains features of which we
have heard nothing, guaranties for the
protection of Americans in Turkey are
as lacking as ever. Personally, I should
far rather trust myself to the Chinese
if and when our extraterritorial rights
cease to exist there than to the Turks
without the protection of the capitulations. As to the "failure to provide for
recognition by Turkey of the American
nationality of former Turkish subjects,"
any Greek or Armenian born in Turkey
who dares to venture back there under
the supposed protection of an American
passport lives, if at all, to regret it. The
proof of birthplace he must have produced before being naturalized means
nothing whatever to the Turks; he must
show new proof, just as if our State
Department were a "gyp" concern selling its documents at so much a head
to any one with the money. And I have
met personally former Christian subjects
of Turkey whose American passports
have been torn up before their faces by
Turkish police, and who are henceforth
unable to leave Kemal's kingdom. Possibly a certified accountant could show
that the sum total shows some improvement over Sultanic days in the Turkey
of Kemal. But the Turk of today and
the "new" Turkey are still by no means
worthy of our extending to them the
right hand of friendship and forgiveness.
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What Will the South Do to Al Smith?
By WILLIAM H . CRAWFORD
LFRED E. SMITH looms large
as the probable nominee of the
Democratic Party. It is Smith
against the field, and in thirty years of
pohtical writing I have never seen the
opposition less organized. Should he be
nominated, will the combination of
Southern and Eastern Democrats be
broken?
There is little doubt that Northern
and Eastern Democracy will be for Al.
He has long been its idol. The question,
then, is, will the South support this
typical representative of Eastern Democracy.?
The Outlook has sent the following
telegram to the leading citizens throughout the South, mainly influential editors:

A

To all appearances A\ Smith is to be
the Dejaocratie nominee.
If he is
nominated, w h a t will the South do to
him in t h e election, particularly in
your State? W e a r e getting a consensus of views from leaders of public
opinion in the South. Would appreciate brief reply from 50 to 150 words
b y night letter to reach u s Tuesday
morning.
(Signed) ERNEST H A M L I N ABBOTT,

Editor, The Outlook.

As a political writer who has recently
been throughout the South sizing up the
political situation, I am interested in
commenting on these telegrams. •
To begin with, two facts make the
question as to whether the South will
support Smith a debatable subject.
First, Alfred E. Smith is a Roman Catholic. Second, Alfred E. Smith is listed
in the public mind as a wet.
Many people believe that either one
or both of these facts will engender a
sufficient opposition to him in the South
to prevent him from carrying this
stronghold of Democracy.
It is true that Governor Smith would
lose a large number of votes throughout
the South because of his religion. The
South, with the exceptions of Maryland
and Louisiana, was originally settled by
Protestant English, and there has been
much less infusion of foreign blood in
Southern territory than in any other section of the United States. The AngloSaxons brought with them to America
their customs, prejudices, and political
tenets, one of which was that no Catholic could ever become President. This
political tenet dates back to the time of
the overthrow of the Stuarts in England,

when a provision was made that no one
should be allowed to ascend the English
throne who did not subscribe to the Established Church. It was surprising how
many people beheved that this law had
been transplanted to America. When
Al Smith was first spoken of as a candidate four years ago, I received thousands of letters asking me if it was not
against the law for a Catholic to be
President.
There is, however, another side of the
picture. Equally indoctrinated into the
American mind is a love of hberty. The
American people have always prided
themselves that our Government was
founded on the principle of civil and religious liberty. Until this present campaign there has been no opportunity for
a testing of the two apparently divergent tenets. Now they are brought face
to face with the proposition. They must
decide whether their love of religious
liberty or their distrust of Rome shall
be the deciding influence in casting their
-vote.
It is my opinion that Smith will lose a
larger number of Southern votes because
of his religion than the political leaders
are willing to admit. Few men are willing to frankly state that they will refuse
to vote for the nominee of their party
because of religious prejudice, thus violating the spirit of the Constitution of
the United States.
Smith will also lose votes throughout
the South because of his attitude on prohibition; but the South is not as dry as
some of the political leaders would have
you believe. Had I consumed all of the
cocktails offered me while on my visit to
the South I would still be seeing pink
rabbits today. It is hard to make me
believe that a man who has a case of
contraband liquor in his cellar can very
vigorously oppose the candidacy of a
man because he is reputed to be in favor
of the modification of the Volstead Act.
Another element enters into the
Southern situation. There is no love for
Republicanism in the South.
Here is what a prominent banker of
Memphis, Tennessee, Bolton Smith, says
in part:
Generally speaking, t h e South can be
depended upon to vote for t h e nominee. As to those p a r t s of the South
where there is already a strong Republican P a r t y , such as Tennessee, t h i s
outcome would be affected by t h e per-

sonality of t h e Republican nominee.
Governor Lowden is very strong in
the South, though I think t h a t Mr.
Hoover's self-denying' and helpful activities in connection with the flood
and his repeated visits, which have
brought h i m in touch with leading
men, have m a d e him v e r y s t r o n g
throughout t h e South, b u t especially in
the States of Arkansas, Mississippi,
and Louisiana. I t seems to be generally acknowledged t h a t t h e r e is no
chance of electing a n y Democrat except Smith.

The telegram from George Fort Milton, editor of the Chattanooga "News,"
exactly expresses my opinion concerning
Tennessee and Kentucky. I doubt,
however, if his judgment is as accurate
concerning the rest of the South. Incidentally, Mr. Milton had always been
an ardent supporter of McAdoo. [Mr.
Milton says in part:
If Governor Smith should be the.
Democratic nominee, Tennessee would
be dangerously debatable, with odds
strongly favoring' such a Republican
a s Dowden or Hoover. T h e elements
of Governor Smith's I'ecord and policies, which would operate so disadvantageously to him in Tennessee, would,
I believe, be felt throughout t h e South,
of course, to v a r y i n g extents. I believe his nomination would s h a t t e r t h e
Solid South. W h e t h e r permanently or
not is another question.

H. C. Adler, the distinguished editor
of the Chattanooga "Times," is not so
pessimistic concerning Al Smith's chance
of carrying Tennessee. His attitude is
entirely in keeping with the policy of
the New York "Times:"
The nomination of Al Smith by t h e
Democratic Convention will mean, in
the opinion of this newspaper, t h a t
Tennessee will give him t h e usual
Democratic majority t h a t it has cast
for al! Democratic candidates, with t h e
single exception of when President
Harding carried t h e State. Governor
Smith has t h e confidence of the financial, the business, the labor, and t h e
agricultural elements of t h e State, and,
barring- a few votes which he m a y lose
because of his religion, he will, in o u r
opinion, get t h e full
Democratic
strength and some of t h e Republican.

Probably the true condition in Tennessee and in Kentucky lies midway
between these divergent opinions. Al
Smith will lose some strength in both of
these States. He will not hold the entire Democratic strength in either of
them. He will, however, have about an
equal chance with the Republican nominee of carrying them. The results will
depend very largely upon who is the
Republican nominee. My observation
was that Lowden would be by far the
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