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deviated considerably from party orthodoxy.
Poland: the State of the Republic is based on
a survey of Polish public opinion gathered by
means of a questionnaire. The chief purpose
of the survey was to find out to what the
respondents ascribed the wide-spread
malaise and dissatisfaction rending Polish
society, and how they proposed to remedy it.
What, in fact, the survey produced was an indictment of the postwar regime, and not very
bold or even positive methods to improve it.
Of marxist or socialist ideology there is hardly any evidence.
The great 'trade union revolution' of
August 1980 brought the dissatisfaction and
popular anger to the surface thus overtaking
in a sense the considerations of the contributors to the volume. However, the
documents still remain of interest to those
who try to go to the roots of the disintegration of the Polish regime. What detracts from
their value is the fact that there is no way of
establishing how representative are the opinions expressed in the book, or their relative
weight and importance. The editors preserve
an absolute anonymity and we are only told
that the questions were addressed to about a
hundred people 'of various philosophical
outlooks, in various scholarly fields and the
arts, journalists and public figures' both in
the party and outside it. H Ticktin and

G Schopflin do manage to introduce the
rather wordy and sprawling documents concisely on a few informative pages.
Tamara Deutscher

SUBJECT WOMEN
Ann Oakley
Martin Robertson 1981 Hbk£9.50
ISBN 85520 3471
'Women's studies? It isn't even semantically
correct!' These were the recent irritated sentiments of a director of a large Polytechnic.
The idea that grammatical rules are eternal
rather than changed by usage, is a long time
dying! The difficulties women face in using
male-stream language to try to make sense of
our experiences are only just beginning to be
studied so perhaps Ann Oakley can be
excused for omitting any discussion of this
in her book Subject Women; this omission is
my major criticism of her work. Subject
Women is a gathering together of recent
thought on the main strands in women's
lives: the struggle for participation in government through the vote and parliament,
education and socialisation, work, both paid
and domestic, and relationships. Oakley
quotes research and study in all these areas
and gives useful statistics. Unfortunately,

A History of
The Soviet Union
Vol 1: Lenin — revolution and power
Vol 2: Stalin — order through terror

Helene Carrere d 'Encausse
This exceptionally lucid and readable study traces
the course of the Revolution from the sociahst
ideals of Lenin through to the despotism and
dictatorship of the Stalin era. The two volumes
provide an astute political analysis of the
Revolution and its achievements covering the events
which have shaped Russia's relations with the West
today.
Paper £4.95 net each volume
You can order through any good bookseller, or in case of
difficulty from Linda Cockram, Longman House, Burnt
Mile, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE. Cheques payable to
Longman Group Ltd.
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Ann Oakley
not all the tables are as clear as one could
have hoped.
Increasingly, a woman's work outside the
home is necessary to take the two-adult
household out of poverty. The 'family wage'
has become a myth, for a substantial number

Merlin Press
BEYOND THE COLD WAR
E P Thompson
Originally prepared as the Dimbleby Lecture this pamphlet
questions the basis of the European perma-frost. 60p

THE NON-JEWISH JEW
Isaac Deutscher
'The book is quite simply an education.' (City Limits)£2.10, pb

SOCIALIST REGISTER 1981
Eds. Ralph Miliband and John Saville
'All those interested in the deeper treatment of the theory and
practice of the struggle for Socialism today, will find this book
valuable.' (MorningStar)£A.50, pb
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Reg Groves
'Every few pages offers aflashof blinding, bitter light on rural life
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of male wage earners cannot support a
dependent wife and children on the money
they earn. A woman who is the only breadwinner is even less able to support the household. Oakley summarises this: 'The low pay
of women can thus be seen as the lever that
takes women and children out of poverty
and as the anchor that keeps them there.'
In examining women's domestic labour
within the home, Oakley points out that
domestic work varies between different cultures, and different points in history. One of
the rich aspects of Oakley's book is the way
she constantly compares the experience of
women in Western, twentieth century
industrial society with women's situation in
other times and places. Housework, she
says, used to be much less of a service
industry, more a productive one, producing
clothes, food and implements. Today, the
elimination of dirt and disorder, noticeable
only when they are around and not in their
absence, forms a large part of housework.
Oakley includes a brief examination of the
Marxist view of domestic labour, and
whether or not it can be regarded as productive labour in the classical sense, and concludes that this is an unproductive way of
considering the issue. If domestic labour
doesn't fit neatly into the theories, then this
is evidence of the insufficiency of the
theories. Similarly she discusses theories of
social class, and argues that the struggle
between workers and capital is not the only
struggle in society, and unity of interest
within the household cannot automatically
be assumed. Even classifying women by
their occupation is insufficient, since this
may not reflect their social position if this is
mediated by the husband's position.
The most interesting parts of the book are
those on relationships and power. In her
discussion of relationships between the
sexes, it is the men's role that Oakley sees as
problematic, at a time when slowly but
surely, women are achieving some economic
independence. Women have their role as
child bearers, and rearers of young children.
If a father is not economically necessary,
what is his role? 'What', Oakley asks, 'are
husbands for?' Their function is not
obvious, but 'wrestled out of a strictly cultural mould.'
Sisterhood, or the relation of woman to
woman, has been well hidden, as demanded
by the emphasis on the nuclear family and
women's supposed immersion in it. Recent
studies which 'discovered' the existence of
lively and continuing mother-daughter and
other co-operative contacts between women
have been received with surprise in some
quarters. They have supported, says Oakley,
those psychological theories which suggest

the 'emotional secondariness' that men play
in women's lives, the primacy being the relations between daughter and mother, woman
friend and woman friend, 'the magnetic
focus of attachment for all women throughout their adult careers of alliancing with
men.' She does not discuss the uncomfortable side of these relationships between
women, though she suggests that, contrary
to accepted ideas, there is a separation in
women's experience between emotional
closeness and heterosexual expression.
Oakley makes a clear distinction between
power, and authority, the second being the
recognised and validated version of the first,
and asserts that women do have some power
but little authority. One view she reports is
that the oppression of women may be due to
a lack of understanding, by women, of the
power they possess and an unwillingness or
inability to use it. She also raises the question of whether women should seek to
develop and legitimise the power they have
in the private sphere, rather than attempting
to attain authority by climbing through the
public hierarchies, to the 'top' of trade
unions, political parties and organs of the
state. These are fiindamental questions for
the women's liberation movement, but they
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must be tackled without forgetting the
immense power the public sphere possesses
to intervene in the private sphere.
Oakley concludes her work with a section
on studying women, and the making of
women's studies into an academic area in its
own right. She suggests that there are two
starting points in such studies. One is to look
at measurements of women's participation
in those areas previously regarded as 'men's
business.' The other is to 'begin with the
view of culture and gender identity generated by women', which implies an ideological difference between the sexes. It is in
that difference that the crux of the matter
lies, for the two ideologies are valued differently. Should women aim to be the same as
men, or be pleased to be different?
Oakley's task, in a book like this, is not to
answer questions, but to pose them. For
those of us intensely interested in solving
these questions, this work is unsatisfactory.
But as a book written as a text for women's
studies courses, to inform, to provide references for more detailed study, and to identify those issues which are as yet unresolved
and the subject of current debate, it is
extremely successful.
Vicky Seddon
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CENTERPRISE IN CRISIS
Betsy Brewer writes: Centerprise is a community centre in Hackney, East London.
Founded ten years ago, it is in acute financial crisis as a result of cuts in government
grants. Most of the facilities we offer are of
use primarily to the local community — the
advice centre, coffee bar, bookshop and
meeting rooms — but some are of value far
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beyond the confines of the East End.
Since 1972 we have published over 40
books written by local working class people
—these range from autobiographies of taxi
drivers and accounts of the experience of
childbirth, to booklets evolved from literacy
schemes and poems by black school pupils.
These books have been used in schools and
colleges throughout the country, and have
even been exported in bulk for use by WEAs
in other countries.
If Centerprise closes, the first losers will
be the local community, but a much wider
public will also suffer the losses, notably,
that which has found in the books we have
published an affirmation of the strength and
vitaUty of working class culture. You can
help us to survive by sending donations and
resolutions of support from T U branches,
women's groups, tenants' associations, community groups and individuals to: Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High St, London E8.
THE FUTURE OF BRITISH
AEROSPACE
Bill Niven writes: A new pamphlet published by TASS examines a vital area of
industrial policy. The government is on the
brink of two major decisions for the future of
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