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/ don't think I would have started

this book if I had known where it
was going to end, but having written

it I know my father better than I
ever did when he was alive.
—Susan Cheever, in her preface

to Home Before Dark
She was a city child and knew about
cocktails and hangovers.

—John Cheever, describing a
younggirl in "Sutton Place Story"
In one of John Cheever's more
famous and disquieting stories of the
early '50s, "The Enormous
Radio," a couple finds their new
radio transmitting the conversations
of their neighbors in a New York
City apartment building. They
(over)hear arguments, physical
fights, soliloquies and dialogs on
hardship and depression—the private sorrows and ugliness of ordinary lives, both captivating and horrifying. Within a few days, Jim and
Irene Wescott are overwhelmed by
evidence that "life is too terrible,
too sordid and awful"; their conversation begins to echo with the vituperation heard over the radio.
Like the Wescotts, readers of
novelist Susan Cheever's memoir of
her fiction-writing father are apt to
feel themselves unwholesome
eavesdroppers, simultaneously fascinated and repelled by Home Before Dark. As John Cheever's fiction did for a generation, Home Before Dark lays bare the nether world
of the post-war American dream.
The ingredients are all there:
struggles with alcoholism and psychiatry, the temptations of the
•flesh (both hetero- and homosexual), the placid suburban exterior
°affd moral torment within. During
Oeever's final illness there is
even a hint of the supernatural in
his spells of "otherness," uncontrollable flashes of memory to
scenes from years before. Unsurprisingly, and somewhat disturbingly, John Cheever's life as
pieced together by his daughter resembles a John Cheever story related by a writer of lesser gifts.

A personal odyssey.
John Cheever's personal odyssey
from the South Shore of Boston
to New York in the '30s and '40s,
and finally to suburban Westchester, provides insight into the aspirations and conflicts of an entire
generation. Cheever was borri in
1912. His father, from a low
branch on the illustrious Cheever
family tree, lost most of his money
in the Great Depression. John,
taken out of private school, left
home to make his own way in New
York City shortly thereafter.
His mother supported the family
after his father's financial reverses
by running a gift shop, which, according to John, was a humiliation
from which the elder Cheever
never recovered. John's unresolved hostility toward women,
coupled with a driving need for
their affection, crept in and out of
his fiction and, apparently, his relationships, for the rest of his life.
By the mid-'30s, John Cheever
was making a living as a writer.
He was published in The New
Yorker and The New Republic,
where Malcolm Cowley introduced him to the bohemian literati.
Though John and his beloved older
brother Fred had attended meetings of the John Reed Club in Boston, he seems to have steered clear
of all but the social life of the New
York left. The Federal Writers
Project kept him busy for a year
working on their New York City

Guide. Cheever married, entered
the army (he never saw combat, a
great regret) and in 1943 became
the father of Susan. The family
moved to Manhattan's east fifties
after the war, an area then in the
nether world between Park Avenue and working-class drabriess",
where John struggled at the typewriter to keep their foothold on
prosperity.
Finally, after the birth of their
first son, city living quarters were class hegemony was out of sine
too cramped. The Cheevers made with the flamboyant chaos of "libthe inevitable move to suburbia. eration" championed by the
For IO years the family rented a "counterculture" in the late '60s.
small house on a huge Westchester (In an interesting nod toward the
estate. As Susan Cheever points new generation, Cheever dediout perceptively, their proximity cated Bullet Park to Susan and her
to the grandeur of an earlier era, then-husband, Robert Cowley,
without actually being part of it, son of his old mentor and friend
fit her father's self-image per- - Malcolm.)
fectly.
In 1960, after John's novel The Women and drink.
Wapshot Chronicle met with crit- In the mid-'70s, Cheever stopped
ical and financial success, the drinking altogether after several
Cheevers bought a house in an years of very little writing and a
affluent Westchester suburb. They great deal of womanizing, travel
moved to Ossining, home of the and desperation. Susan does not
infamous Sing-Sing prison, lo- make this absolutely clear, but it
cated opposite the commuter train seems that as he came to terms
station that seems ubiquitous in with his alcoholism he also came
Cheever's writing. With beautiful to terms with his sexual attraction
estates cheek by jowl with a toward men. In the last six years
notorious prison, society's re- before he died in 1982, John
wards and punishments were man- Cheever had several affairs with
ifest in Ossining, the town where men, including a long-lasting
John Cheever spent the final 20 liaison with a man Susan calls
years of his life.
"Rip" who became her father's
Greater professional recogni- assistant and a virtual member of
tion coincided with a worsening the family. Cheever had a horror
of Cheever's drinking problem of effeminacy and the gay commuand increased "marital discord. As nity as he saw it, though he wrote
the '60s wore on, the fictional sub- several tender love scenes between
urb in which Cheever set much of
men in Falconer, his 1977 novel
his work underwent a transforma- about a middle-aged drug addict
tion from "Shady Hill" to "Bullet
in jail for the murder of his
Park," mirroring his darkening brother. Susan writes that despite
vision. Some of his most brilliant having been told by her brother of
stories
(like "The
Music her father's relationships while he
Teacher" and
"Metamorph- was still alive, she really did not
oses") end with violent deaths.
believe what she'd heard until she
The critics weren't comfortable read her father's journals after his
in 1969 when his third novel, Buldeath.
let Park, came out. Its depiction
John Cheever's bisexuality is
of moral and spiritual chaos be- probably one of the reasons Susan
neath the veneer of upper-middleHJI in her preface that she did
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Another side
of John Cheever
not think she would have started
Home Before Dark had she known
where it was going to end. Susan's
discomfort is never articulated,
but for those like Susan who came
of age in the '60s and '70s the hell
of desire as long repressed as
Cheever's was almost unfathomable. She mentions that her father's
great talent as a writer came from
his "intense concentration on
what you can see and hear and
smell and touch.... He focused on
the surface and texture of life, not
on the emotions and motives underneath." For most of his life,
those subterranean motivations
were too difficult to take on;
Cheever's genius lay in his ability
to show what havoc these un-

For all the pain John Cheever
seems to have visited on his family
through years of drinking, tension
and argument, his daughter has
written a remarkably even-tempered remembrance. The tone of
Home Before Dark is almost dis^
passionate, not unlike many of her
father's short stories. But every
time she quotes from his voluminous journals her prose pales in
comparison—a comparison that is
unfair yet unavoidable.,
Susan seems to share her
father's sense of family best expressed in this passage from his
story "Goodbye, My Brother":
"I am happy to recall that I am a
Pommeroy [read 'Cheever']. I
don't say this because I am interested in family history or because this sense of uniqueness is
deep or important to me but in
order to advance the point that we
are loyal to one another in spite of
our differences, and that any rupture in this loyalty is a source of
confusion and pain."
What does that loyalty imply in
John Cheever's world if not a genial hypocrisy at times? Susan's
values, befitting her times, are
different. In Home Before Dark
Susan Cheever exposes some of
her father's rearrangements of the
truth in family history and professional anecdote. From his journal:
"1 have been a storyteller since
the beginning of my life, rearranging facts in order to make them
more interesting and sometimes
more significant* I have turned my
eccentric old mother into a woman
of wealth and position and made
my father a captain at sea. I have
improvised a background for myself—genteel, traditional—and it
i s general 1 y accepted
Fathejs and daughters of John
and Susan Cheever's era seem to
have disappointed one another in
some fundamental way, their expectations out of kilter with what
society has demanded from them.
The demands of the Depression,
WWli and the post-war economy
have helped make honesty and
openness elusive to many fathers.
Unconflicted "gaiety" and ease
have been put out of their
daughters' reach by the women's
movement's reinterpretation of
centuries of history. Under the circumstances, Susan Cheever has
taken her knowledge of her
father's world as far as it will go.
Writer John Cheever was his own
most successful character. Henceforth, novelist Susan has got to
conjure up her own.
•
Rachel Gorlin is a New Yorkbased freelance writer who writes
regularly for In These Times.
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Richard Pryor, he will have to play
a slave (see The Toy) in order to
play Hollywood. Perhaps Podhoretz should see Murphy's concert
tape to find out what Murphy really thinks about Ronald Reagan."

By Pat Aufderheide
Editor's note: With this issue,
In These Times begins a new biweekly column. Media Beat will
report on current events in popular culture, whether it's new TV
programs or changes in regulations that affect what's on TV,
whether it's multimillion-dollar
movies or pilot projects in
people's video. Media Beat will
both signal upcoming topics and
provide updates. If you have an
item for Media Beat, we encourage you to send it along to In These
•; Times.

The tawsons are
proud to announce
the latest addition
to their family.

Shame of the
' Marketeers

She's a beautiful,
bourny, baby.

When NBC scheduled a documentarythat dealt frankly with sexual
abuse of children and child pornography, advertisers quietly
skulked away. The network could
not find one sponsor for a show
that advertisers thought the public
might find offensive. So the network filled commercial time on
"The Silent Shame" with inhouse ads. No sooner had the
program aired in August, however, than requests for the transcript came pouring in, and within
three months NBC logged more
than 7,000 queries. After available
copies of the program had been
distributed free to concerned
groups, NBC (at 30 Rockefeller
Plaza, NY 10020) prepared a
brochure on the issue. If advertisers missed out, executive producer
Tom Tamizawa says some viewers
were grateful they did. "We actually got letters congratulating us
on being so classy as to run the
show without ads," he said.

Sexual Fascism
Almost 12 years before director
Sam Peckinpah's death this December, Pauline Kael wrote his
obituary, in a review of his last
stunning film, Straw Dogs. In
films like The Wild Bunch and
Major Dundee, he had already become a director of the mythic
Western. He went on to make
films like Convoy and Pat Garret
and Billy the Kid, inadvertant and
ever-more grotesque parodies of
his macho style.
With her analysis of Straw
Dogs, Kael offered an understanding of his dark importance as an
American director working with
themes of sexual anxiety and vio'" lence. Calling him "an artist in
conflict with himself, but unmistakably and prodigally an artist,
who uses images of great subtlety
and emotional sophistication,"
she went on to call the movie the
story of an academic's rampage
against thugs who rape his wife,
a "fascist classic." "The movie
taps a sexual fascism—that is what
machismo is—that is so much a
part of the folklore that it's on the
underside of many an educated
consciousness and is rampant
among the uneducated," she explained. "Violence is erotic in the
movie because a man's prowess is
in fighting and loving. The one
earns him the right to the other.''
Kael understood Peckinpah,
whose films won fascinated and
-V enthusiastic audiences, as someone who had the gift to understand
a fantasy basic to this culture, and
also as someone who revelled in
"an aesthetic of cruelty." The review, collected in her Deeper into
Movies, bears rereading on the occasion of his death, in part because
the cultural vein he mined is still
rich, and in part because the article
exemplifies the best in socially
conscious film criticism.

Support Public TV,
Eat Breakfast Cereal
And Now the
Post-Modern Family
A new sitcom is coming out in
1985, from the folks who brought
you "The Brady Bunch" and
"Diff'rent Strokes." In the lead
of this state-of-the-art sitcom, is a
robot in the shape of a little girl,
the invention of a computer whiz
who installs the "child identicant' ' (aterm lifted from sci-fi master Philip K. Dick himself) as a
member of his family. Called
"Small Wonder," the show may
be the first TV program to make
the silicon chip the center of family life.

Free Enterprise
for Some

When the FCC last year tried to
lift the restriction that broadcasters
can own only seven TV or radio
stations, Hollywood producers
successfully blocked the ruling.
The producers, which sell most of
the programs on TV to the networks, claimed it would make the
networks all-powerful and eliminate diversity. Now the FCC has
struck a compromise among the
Soon to Be a Major
big-time interests involved, ruling
that the companies can own up to
Motion Picture
12 TV stations or reach 25 percent
It may be hard to imagine how a
of
the viewing audience, whichnovel written in the form of letters
ever
comes first. Even though a
can turn into a movie, but Universal Studios is going to try with clause favors minority ownership,
Alice Walker's The Color Purple. the rule does not bode well for
those truly interested in media diA Rumors have it that StepheaSpiel" berg is interested. Meanwhile, the versity. Many suspect that the rullate Philip K. Dick, a brilliant and ing will not affect the holdings of
mordant science fiction writer the biggest companies, but will inwhose worst nightmares seem to . crease the holdings of the second
..j be coming true (one of his novels tier of multiple owners. They
features an eternal media presi- foresee medium-sized markets as
dent, who only exists on the TV the new targets for group owners.
screen), is the subject of several
film projects. The Man in the High The CIA Cries:
Castle and A Scanner Darkly are
"Unfair!"
two of the five Dick works under In the dark days of December, two
=* option. His Do Androids Dream CIA officers strode in to the Fedof Electric Sheep?, a novel he eral Communications Commisclaimed was provoked by the inhu- sion's Fairness Doctrine division
manity of the American role in and filed a complaint against the
Vietnam, was turned into the film ABC-TV network. The Fairness
Blade Runner, not much to his lik- Doctrine requires fair coverage of
* ing.
controversial issues on the air, and

the CIA claims that it was Murphy," Nicholson continues.
maligned during a broadcast in "Podhoretz writes that Murphy is
which a witness claimed that the terrific, not because ~he is black
CIA had tried to recruit him to kill but because he is terrific. Of
course, Murphy is a very funny
a Hawaiiap investment banker.
Even though the broadcast in- man. But I found it significant that
cluded the CIA's denial,, the the figjit scene with Nick Nolle in
agency still charges the broadcast 48 Hours ends with Murphy getwas "virtually, totally false and ting sucker punched.
"The problem, I think, is the
misleading." ABC says the complaint "raises serious and disturb- one Pauline Kael noted in the New
ing First Amendment concerns," Yorker. Eddie Murphy doesn't
and the network is getting support play black people. He plays black
from an unlikely quarter: the people as white people think they
Media Access Project. The public 'are. And he still hasn't made a
interest law firm has been a long- really good movie. Only time will
time supporter of the Fairness tell whether he matures and comes
Doctrine, as a crucial tool for pub- into his own. Or whether, like
lic interest advocates against both
corporatC'-produced news and corporate advertising campaigns. But
this time, said MAP head Andrew
Schwartzman,' 'We had to reverse
our position."
He claims the complaint is an
abuse of the Doctrine, which was
not designed to protect government agencies from .scrutiny.
"Our concern is to increase die
amount of information to the public and to stimulate debate, and
the CIA is interested in shutting
down debate," he explained. The
FCC is letting the complaint cool
off for a few weeks.

Blacks Talk Back to
the Screen
The debut issue of Black Film Review, an occasional newsletter
(110 S St., NW, Washington, DC
20001) offers a survey of black
stereotypes in this year's Christmas releases from Hollywood, and
critic David Nicholson also notes
of Beverly Hills Cop, the season's
biggest hit: "One of last year's
most bizarre phenomena was the
embracing of pop culture heroes
by conservatives. Columnist
George Will, after attending a
Bruce Springsteen concert, was
moved to extoll Springsteen as an
example of what was right about
young America.
"Now comes the Washington
Times' John Podhoretz on Eddie
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In the constant search for ways to
keep public television alive in an
era of declining federal funding,
New York station WNET has
signed a deal with General Foods.
The company will contribute
funds to public TV in proportion
to the number of boxtops that
breakfast cereal consumers clip
and mail, in a promotion for PBS'
"The Sporting Life." Broadcasters like the, uh, dough, but
they're embarrassed about the
image. As senior producer Robert
Kotlowitz put it, "It probably is
beneath our dignity, but it's worth
the try" to interest corporations in
keeping a public service going.H
- ©Pat Aufderheide, 1985
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Councils
Continued from page 3
employed groups that can't succeed." According to Watkins, many council leaders
have "no clear understanding of how to set
up a viable committee, build leadership or
acquire necessary resources."
Her comments are echoed by Allen Fishbien, who works with the Washingtonbased Center for Community Change.
' There is a great need to develop in these
emerging councils proper administrative
capacity in order to survive and be meaningful." For those councils lacking in organizational ability and talent, every day
is a challenge.
For those that are well established, such
as PUP and Mon Valley, the challenges are
still there but so is the funding and organizing experience. PUP's nine-year history is
replete with triumphs that range from forcing the creation of 600 new good-paying
jobs at the local post office to coordinating
the campaign that enabled Philadelphia to
become the first municipality in the nation
with a plant-closing ordinance.
PUP Director John Dodds knows from
experience what it takes to organize the
unemployed. "The unemployed don't just
spring into action—they're organized to
act. The unemployed are a powerless
group, so they need an organization to keep
them mobilized."
Dodds believes that to be effective
today's unemployed councils "need to organize the unemployed as recent members
of the middle class" and to budget many
years to the process—because success wilj
not be achieved overnight.
Although the more recently formed councils such as those in Youngstown, Ohio,
Oil City, Pa., and Asbury Park, N.J., are
still in the early building stages, the NUN
leadership is trying to close the instruction
and guidance gap that existed over the past
year. One such succcessful effort was the
Second Annual Conference of the National
Unemployed Network, held at Mercyhurst
College in Erie, Pa., in August.
Another measure of leadership commit-

ment is the effort by Dodds and other organizers to travel the unemployed circuit and
advise the still emerging committees.
Despite the impressive accomplishments
of today's unemployed councils, they are
still a long way from attaining the stature
and impact of their organizational ancestors
in the '30s.
•
Allen Hornblum is research director of the
Philadelphia Unemployment Project.

Priest

Continued from page 16
camps after World War II. And I have been
kicked out of my own land, I have suffered
persecutions and slaughter in other Arab
states. And / am the threat to the Jews?"
True, he admits, some Palestinians have
learned the "international language of failure," that of violence. But more impressive
to him is that so many have not. He sees
his work as maintaining a culture that can
act for peace, not react in kind to aggression. He worries about learning by example, pointing out that Palestinian terrorism
became a fact in the wake of the Six Day
War.
[f the violent image of Palestinians is
shaped by Jewish Israeli fear, it is also a
popular international stereotype. Chacour
hopes that Americans who read Blood
Brothers will meet another kind of Palestinian, the ordinary villager who believes that
a humane relationship in a land with a legacy of cultural pluralism is still possible.
He has seen that insight dawn on Westerners, in tours he organizes for Europeans
and Americans of Arab villages in Israel.
' 'They get together at the end of a day in
the village," he says, "and they tell me
with amazement, 'Everyone was so nice to
me!'"
On this visit to the U.S., the latest of
several, Chacour has seen much that could
lead to despair of insight at any level, much
less reconciliation. He has confronted the
familiar unblinking support of the American government for Israel, and he has seen
the support for TsFael offered by fundamentalist Christian churches prophesying the
imminent arrival of Armageddon in the
Middle East—a prophesy that President

Reagan is rumored to take seriously. "Poor
Mr. Reagan," says Chacour. "I pity him.
I believe that we are not allowed to sit on
the throne of God and interpret history.
"These emotional interpretations of the
Bible can be dangerous," he warns. "We
Christians can easily become our own
enemies."
Most impressive to him, for a nation that
devotes some $7 or $8 million a day in tax
dollars to support Israel, is the casual ignorance among ordinary Americans about the
human drama of Palestinian life. The same
symptoms of social illness he sees among
Israelis crop up here too.
"That lack of trust—even paranoia," he
says. "Your system seems to foster it.
Frankly, to me you seem like crazy people,
running from here to there, never simply
living. This is not a human society to me,
but a consumer society. Your children are
a burden to you, your old people you put
out of sight in old people's buildings."
So unlettered Palestinian villagers, he
thinks, may even have something to teach
Americans—if they want to learn. "But
the problem is that people here must be
willing to change themselves, not just to
give charity to others. We do not need that,
and we do not ask it. We need our dignity,
our own self-respect. And so do you."
Perhaps, he suggests, it is pervasive in-

CALENDAR
Use the calendar to announce conferences,
lectures, films, events, etc. The cost is $20.00
for one Insertion, $30.00 for two Insertions
and $15.00 for each additional Insert, for
copy of 50 words or less (additional words are
50c each). Payment must accompany your announcement, and should be sent to the attention of Cynthia Diaz
______CHICAGO,

II_____

January 26-27
Latin American Film Festival, featuring films
and video from Guatemala, El Salvador, Chile
and Nicaragua. Benefits the Organization of
Solidarity with the People of Guatemala. Oneday ticket for all films: $7.00 advance, $8.00 at
door, $5.00 students, seniors, low-income.
Showings both days at DePaul University,
Schmid! Academic Center, Room 254, 2323 N.
Seminary. Tickets on sale at Guild and Europa

security that leads Westerners to place
their trust in the wrong things, especially
military strength. He finds that ominous,
because he believes the state of Israel is an
incontestable fact, and is therefore concerned with its overall quality of life. (He
keeps a special irritated impatience in reserve for those who dedicate their energy
to arguing whether or not Israel ought to
exist.) .
The price of trust in military strength is
too high, not only in economic but also in
social terms: "Israel is not secure now, and
it can never be secure so long as the Israelis
depend on military repression. Their future
is not there. The future is in my hands, in
the creation of a way of life that gives me
respect."
Chacour can see how large the problems
are, and knows there will be no easy solutions. Lacking a large-scale plan, he tackles
projects he can do himself. A few summer
camps, a shelf full of library books, a guided tour of neighboring villages, a sermon, a
meeting with an American bishop—none
of these acts, he thinks, adds up to much.
But the alternative is unbearable.
"My optimism," he explains, "lies in
this: that my people are still alive. And as
long as there is one olive tree left alive in
Galilee, I will continue to hope."
•
©Pat Aufderheide, 1985
bookstores, 8th Day Center and Heartland
Cafe. For information (312) 281-2466 or (312)
348-7996.
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February 8-10
"Where do we go from here?" Join Stanley
Aronowitz, Harry Britt, Leslie Cagan, Noam
Chomsky, William Sloane Coffin. Barbara Ehrenreich, Mark Green. Michael Harrington, Hulbert James and Ruth Messinger for a national
conference on directions for the student left.
Plenary sessions on coalition politics: "deadly
connections" of U.S. foreign policy, and the
new politics of the university. Workshops on
Central America, Socialist Feminism, Fighting
the Campus Right, Economic Democracy, Labor Movement, Rainbow Coalition and more.
Join us for a weekend of organizing and strategizing. Columbia University. Sponsored by
Democratic Socialists of America Youth Section, 853 Broadway, Suite 801, NY. NY 10003.
(212) 260-3270. Registration $15.

CLASSIFIED
HELP

WANTED

UNION REP—Progressive state-wide
local, health care to public sector.
66% women. Job in western Massachusetts. Start $21,600 plus excellent
benefits. Resume ASAP to Nancy
Mills, Local 285 SEIU, 145 Tremont
St.. Boston. MA 02111.
TENANT ORGANIZER. Chicago's citywide tenant coalition is hiring an experienced tenant organizer. Call (312)
346-7871 for more information.
DISABILITY RIGHTS ORGANIZER
needed for statewide civil rights organization. Political/community organizing experience helpful, disabled persons and others encouraged to apply.
Salary range to $18,200. Send resumes to: Maine Association of Handicapped Persons, 32 Thomas St., Portland, ME 04102. Deadline Jan. 25,
1985. (207) 774-4360. TTY/Voice.
ALTERNATIVE JOB/INTERNSHIP opportunities! The environment, worn-

STOP HURTING &
START LIVING
Get a second opinion before your
surgery or drug dependency
Dr. Roberta Ashley
Chiropractic Physician
Wholistic, drugless health care
GranCal Medical Building
6201 N. California
Chicago, IL
262-7714

This publication
is available
in microform
from University
Microfilms
International.
Call lolMree 800-S21-3044. In Michigan.
Alaska and Hawaii cal] coUact 313-761-4700. Or
mail inquiry Io: University Microfilms International.
300 North Zeeb Road. Ann Arbor. Ml 48106.

en's rights, disarmament, media,
health, community organizing, and
more. Current nationwide listings—
$3. Community Jobs, Box 429, 1520
16th St., NW, Washington, DC 20036.
PUBLICATIONS
FLORIDA OPPORTUNITIES! Looking
toward retirement or new job in Florida? Valuable information on housing,
employment, living costs, culture, lifestyle, much more. Three monthly issues $11.95. Wall's Florida Newsletter, Dept. TT, Box 347, Mims, FL
32754.
ROCK AND ROLL GETS SERIOUS...
Plug into thousands of other committed rock fans by subscribing to Rock
and Roll Confidential, an eight-page
monthly newsletter published by Rolling Stone contributing editor Dave
Marsh. RRC connects the music to
the issues—"Dave Marsh may turn
out to be the I.F. Stone of rock and
roll," Jay Walljasper, In These Times.
Send $15 for one year to RRC, Dept.

MODERN 'ASIATIC'
DESPOTISM
A comparative study of Soviet
and ancient Asiatic' societies:
a Marxist critique of Marx
400 pp. 10 maps. Index of
Concepts • Cloth bound, $13
-Paper, $6
IDEAS. 8649 Springfield Ave..
La Mesa. California 92041

STUDY SPANISH
IN NICARAGUA

ITT, Box 1073, Maywood, NJ 07607.
JEWISH CURRENTS, JANUARY, Editorial, "Resistance to Pres. Reagan,"
David Siegel, "Reagan, Bush and Nicaragua," Israel Kugler & A.B. Magil,
"Readers' Forum on USSR and Jews."
Harold Ticktin, "Jabotinsky and Kolbe." Single copies postpaid, $1.50.
Subscription $12 USA. Jewish Currents, Dept. T., 22 E. 17 St., NYC
10003.

custom printing). Donnelly/Colt, Box
188-IT, Hampton, CT 06247. (203)
455-9621.

94707.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

MOVING? Let In These Times be
first to know. Send us a current label
from your newspaper along with your
new address. Please allow 4-6 weeks
to process the change. Send to: In
These Times, Circulation Dept., 1300
W. Belmont, Chicago, IL 60657.

VECINO BUILDING BRIGADE, constructing community center, Esteli,
Nicaragua, Summer, 1985. Participants needed, and fundraising and
supplies. Contact VECINO. (617) 5248171, Zirnmerman, 312 Centre St.,
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130.

BUTTONS, P O S T E R S ,ETC.
P E R S O N A L S
CUSTOM-PRINTED & IN-STOCK Buttons, Bumperstickers, Posters, Tshirts, over 200 progressive fundraising items, wholesale. Union made.
Free catalogues (specify in-stock or

A T T E N T I O N

SINGLE? FOR PEACE AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE? Contact unattached likeminded, nationwide. Concerned Singles, P.O. Box 7737, Berkeley, CA

V O L U N T E E R S
ITT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS in the Business Dept. Gain political/practical experience in a stimulating environment.
Flexible hours available between 9-5,
Mon. thru Fri. Benefits include staff
subscription rates, ping-pong. Call
Kathleen at 472-5700.

In These Times
Grab Attention

...and work like your own sales force. Your message will reach 96.000
responsive readers each week. (72% made a mail order purchase last
year.) ITT classics deliver a big response for a little cost.
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being a victim of violence,"
says Father Elias Chacour.
"Hatred corrupts." Chacour
was only a child when, in I'MX,
his family was expelled from their small
village in Galilee. He doesn't hate the
Jewish soldiers who moved into his house.
leaving his family to sleep under their own
olive trees before being moved on. He
doesn't hate the Jewish farmer who hired
his family to harvest what had onee been
their own olives. And he especially doesn't
hate the thousands of Jewish settlers on the
West Bank who soberly discuss building
enclaves to hold in the more than one million Arab Palestinians who were already
living there.
He is spending his time instead restoring
a sense of elementary human dignity to the
people of his homeland—whatever their
background. His efforts arc as small as visiting a Palestinian parishioner who is sick,
or as ambitious as organizing summer
camps where 5.000 Palestinian children

li\c with each other for three weeks, learning names of other villages and sleeping
under olive trees planted by their ancestors.
I le luis established eight community centers where shattered social links are
mended, founded secondary schools to
keep villages from becoming storehouses
for the aged rather than living communities,
arranged Jewish-Palestinian encounters and
fueled small libraries with hooks to educate
the young.
And now he has written a book that he
hopes will be read in libraries wherever
there are Palestinians—that is to say. all
over the world. The book is Blood Brothers
(Chosen Books. Lincoln, VA 22078). written with David Hazard. His own life story,
it could easily have been the tale of a victim;
in part, it is a record of horror and struggle.
But it is also a remarkable record of a person
who practices a faith in God that is also an
exercise of faith in human beings. The book
takes him from a refugee childhood to
young adulthood among liberation-theology-minded seminarians in France hack to

the villages of his youth, where his grassroots work often raises eyebrows of church
officials as well as of state bureaucrats.
What might seem quixotic if noble missionary activity looks to Chacour like responsible exercise of strength. He explains
Mi\ during a Washington, D.C.. stop on
a November tour of several U.S. cities. He
is convinced that the seemingly powerless
Arab Palestinians in Israel, about a fifth of
whom are Christians, arc a repository of
hope for Israel's future.
Their strength, he argues, is that of the
spirit in a country where the dominant culture—shaped by Western values alien to
the territory—appears afflicted by a terrible
disease, that of insecurity and distrust. He
understands the way that 20th-century
holocaust has bred that attitude in Jews,
but he knows as well that the solution is
not for Palestinians to take the place of
Jews in a cruel diaspora. Far from it: Palestinian self-consciousness, he can see, has
broken down ancient social divisions in the
last three decades, and created a new reality
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as firm as the existence of the Israeli state.
These self-conscious Palestinians, to
Jewish Israelis, arc a problem. To Chacour
they are part of the solution, one whose
terms are all written down in the Sermon
on the Mount. "1 am much more powerful
in Israel than the Jew," he s a \ s . The little
cross on his lapel glints, but does not distract from his intense, dark-eyed ga/e. "I
have no weapons. I speak for reconciliation. 1 am morally much healthier. It is sad
to see some of our young Jewish soldiers,
who are wounded and scarred by the blood
on their hands."
He describes a raging illness at the heart
of Israeli society, evidenced in the fear that
Jews in and outside Israel have of Palestinians, if he used the Western language of
psychoanalysis, he would call it projection.
"Let us look back. Who is the threat to
whom1' I was there on the land tor
thousands of years. I was there to receive
Abraham when he came out of Iraq. I welcomed the remnants of the concentration
Continued on page 15

