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t’s full speed ahead -to an active center. With Democrats and Independent voters moving decisively

I

toward the center -and with Republicans continuing to move toward the right -the opportunity exists to
create a powerful constituency for a Third Way in American politics.

That is the conclusion of a new survey, conducted July 30-August2,1998, of 1,400voters nationwide.The survey
makes clear that the electoratecontinues to be in a period of ideological amsformation. Thus fx,that transformation
is moving toward a politics that favors the New Democrat philosophy- an active but limited government that gives
people the tools to succeed. Over the past couple of decades -and even over the past year -Democrats and
Independents have moved towards this approach, as many Republicans are abandoning the center and separating
themselves from their party’s moderates. By ceding the center and hunkering down in what is increasingly seen as

an ideologicallyextreme position, the Republican Party is giving Democrats a golden opportunity -the test will be
in whether Democrats continue to advocate the principles that have enabled them to make progress at the national
level in recent years.
The highlights of this survey have important implications for American politics as we enter the next century:
1. Democrats are increasingly New Democrats.

Through self-identification and the choice of whom they most trust to govern, Democrats today are decisively
moving away from traditional liberalism and toward a New Democratic center. The philosophy of Democrats
has evolved: no more than a third of Democrats support a clearly liberal position compared to a centrist one
on the issues which voters rank as most important. Furthermore, the entire electorate gives moderate
Democrats a decided advantage when it comes to these issues.
2. Support is growing for a limited role of government

Over the past 25 years, voters have increasingly come to believe in a more limited role of government. This
view is based on a priority for fiscal responsibility and an emphasis on government that expands opportunity,
not bureaucracy.

MarkJ Penn ispresident ofPenn, Schoen & BerhndAssoCiates,Inc.and the pollster to President Clinton and
VicePresident Gore.Research and polling assistanceprovided byJeniferColeman.
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3. On major current issues, a Third Way constituency controls the debate.

When given a choice on how to address the most significant issues of the day, Democrats choose a Third Way
approach, especially on big challenges such as welfare reform, the cities, and the budget.
4. On 21st Century issues, New Democrat approaches lead.

New Democrats are regarded as well positioned to lead on many of the issues that will help shape the politics of
the next century - including those associated with the New Economy, advances in science and technology, an
increasingly elderly population, and an increasingly diverse society. Significantly,Democrats are now more likely
to support increased global trade than other voters.
5.The electoral forces of the future are New Democrat in their outlook.

Wired workers, representative of economic change, and Generation Xers, representative of generational change,
will help define the politics of the next century.They are looking for something other than old choices.
6. New Democrat policies are playing a major role in maintaining President Clinton’s popularity.

President Clinton is seen by the public as a New Democrat. The public embraces the President’s consistent push

for alternatives to the old left and right solutions. Voters who support this Third Way approach give President
Clinton his highest approval ratings.
7. A closer look at a changed party.

For the second year in a row, we have segmented the electorate to provide a deeper understanding of which
voters embrace the center. This year, new demographic data round out the picture of the transformation within
the Democratic Party.
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1. Democrats: A Party of The Center
A New Democrat has the advantage.
The old platitude that Democrats had to run to the left in the primaries to placate their base is contradicted
by the realization that there is a new Democratic Party rank-and-file. Today, in both the party itself and the electorate
at large, the predisposition is to look for leadership to Democrats of the center.
Based on multiple factors, including self-identification and choice of philosophy, the centrism of the Democratic
Party is evident. Thirty-six percent of today’s Democrats say they are moderates - as opposed to the 34 percent who
call themselves liberals and 18 percent who are conservatives.

Sixty-fourpercent of Independents look toward the center for solutions -with only nine percent looking to the
right and only seven percent looking to the left. Together this new Democratic Party and centrist Independent force
forms an active center of American politics with the power to bring victory to candidates that reflect their views.

ideology of All Voters

Conservative 32%

Ideology of Republicans

Conservative 58%

Ideology of independents

Ideology of Democrats

Conservative 28%

Conservative 18%
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Trust on the issues
A year ago, our polling showed that the Democratic Party had become a New Democrat Party This year, our

polling shows a predisposition in the electorate at-large to support New Democrats and their positions - even if
they don’t refer to them by that name. When it comes to the issues that concern them most, voters would trust a
moderate Democrat more than any other Democrat or Republican on every issue except high taxes -and there
a moderate Democrat and a conservative Republican tie.
Table 1
In each of these areas,do you think you would have more
confidencein a conservativeRepublican, a moderate Republican,
a moderate Democrat,or a liberal Democratto handle the issue?

and genetics

‘ I a m going to mad you a list of some concerns that some people haw expressed about aspects of life in America. Please tell me which
of these is ofgreatest concern to you?

Even among Democrats alone, when given the choice between a moderate and a liberal, at most 31 percent of
Democrats chose the liberal Democrat - and even then it was on issues of income inequality and the environment
that have been seen as the territory of more traditional liberals.
There is no call for liberalism on any of the four issues ranked as most important by all voters. On these central
issues, liberal Democrats receive their highest ratings when it comes to preserving Medicare and Social Security. Still,
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even there, by a ratio of more than 2-to-1, Democrats would choose a moderate Democrat. Most striking of all is the
huge advantage for moderate Democrats on the issue of education, where atl Democrats are increasingly embracing
reforms to the public school system.
Table 2

E&

Y

Who Democratstrust to handle their top four greatest concerns:

The weakening of traditional family values

1

19

Preserving Medicare and Social Security for the future

I

27

I

I

55

I

36

56

I

29

The need for better and safer schools

13

65

52

Crime and violence

17

53

36

The conservative trend of Republicans

Where once Democrats were seen as the party whose voters were more likely to impose extreme ideological litmus
tests, today it is the Republicans who have been captured by a conservative fundamentalism. While Democratic voters
are looking toward the center by substantial majorities, Republican voters are heading in the opposite direction choosing conservativesover moderates. FQ-seven percent of Republicans iden@ themselves as conservative.

As a result, Republican voters put their trust in a conservative candidate.

Who Republicans trust to handle their top four greatest concerns:

~~

The weakening of traditional family values

50

32

18

Preserving Medicare and Social Security for the future

40

33

87

The need for better and safer schools

47

27

20

1

~

Crime and violence

54

1

28

1

26

If they continue to move beyond the mainstream of what Americans want from their government, Republicans

will place themselves out of contention in national elections -but

only if Democrats step into the breech and

provide Americans with the type of new centrist thinking they clearly have demanded.
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2. Less is More: A 25 Year Shift in Attitudes About The Role of Government
Tracking questions about the role of government asked in past national polls provide a snapshot of generational
change: In 1973, a Harris national poll found that 32 percent of respondents agreed with the statement “the best government is the government that governs the least,” while 56 percent disagreed1. Twenty-five years later the views
have flipped - now 56 percent agree and 36 percent disagree. Significantly,in 1973,26 percent of Democrats agreed,
62 percent disagreed. Today, 39 percent of Democrats agree, 51 percent disagree - an increase of 13 percent in the

number of Democrats who hold this limited view.
Do you agree or disagree:The best government is the government that governsthe least?

1973

1998

Don’t Know 12%

Don’tKnow 8%

While the change over 25 years must take into account underlying social, historical, and economic factors,
the reality of an electorate with fundamentally different views on the role of government must be accepted.
Pundits on the left criticize the Democratic leadership - in particular, the White House - for failing to capitalize
on a perceived mandate to reinvigorate big government. But those advocates refuse to acknowledge that the
attitudes of the nation are drastically different from the time period they seek to revive. The liberalism of big
spending and big programs is gone. Voters, including Democrats, do not believe the role of government is to
redistribute existing wealth or freely spend on social programs. Instead, voters overwhelminglyprefer a
government that focuses on “spurring economic growth and creating opportunity for all Americans.”

v)
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Do you think the role of government is to:
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Redistribute existing wealth

14

17

13

14

Foster conditions that enable everyone to have a chance
to make a higher income

78

77

77

81

1. Ham’s Poll: Confidence and Concern: Cirizens view ofAmerican Covernrnenr,A Survey of Public Artiludes by the Subcornrnirree on Intergovernmental Relations,
Conducred by Louis Hams andAssociales, Ocrober 3. 1973, page 116
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Table 5
c)
v1

E

Which of the following is closest to your own thinking about
the proper role of the government in terms of economics?

2

0

E

n
Government should spend on social programs where necessary,
because America is not about leaving every one to fend for himself
Government should focus on spurring economic growth and creating
opportunity for all Americans

16

1 I
6o

21

64

Government should stay out of the economy altogether so private
forces can compete and create jobs

T

;tl-

Americans also have a view of the proper role of government action that is fundamentally different from the

two choices they were being offered for so long. They reject both a “nanny state” and a “dead-beat dad state.”
Instead, they look to government as a force that can empower people “to solve their own problems.”
Table 6

I

Which of the following is closest to your own thinking about
the proper role of the federal government?
I

Government should solve problems and protect people from adversity

12

Government should help people equip themselves to solve their
own problems
Government should stay out of people’s lives so they can solve their
problems without interference or regulation
There is evidence that, even over the past year, there has been a slight increase in the percentage of voters
looking toward the New Democrat philosophy of opportunity. Voters in 1997 and 1998 have seen the effectiveness
of a balanced budget, welfare reform, and an invest-and-grow economic strategy. Since a similar poll in July 1997,
the percentage of voters saying the role of government should be to “foster conditions that enable everyone to have
a chance to make a higher income” has increased from 71 percent to 78 percent. Conversely, the percentage who
believe in a redistributionist role of government dropped from 22 percent to 14 percent.
As the New Economy has taken hold and its implications have become evident to more Americans, they have

become even more convinced that neither of the old positions about social policy has it right. Voters overwhelmingly,
and increasingly,prefer a government that focuses on “spurring economic growth and creating opportunity for all
Americans”-as opposed to both the liberal choice of tax and spend and the conservative choice of having the
government stay out of the economy altogether.

(p

BLUEPRINT I FALL 1 9 9 8

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

Which of the following is closest to your thinking about
the proper role of the government in terms of economics?

m

Government should spend on social programs where necessary,
because America is not about leaving everyone to fend for himself

16

17

Government should focus on spurring economic growth and
creating opportunity for all Americans

60

56

O
2

)

r

(D

n

4

~

Government should stay out of the economy altogether so
private forces can compete and create jobs

3.The Third Way
When it comes to a basket of key social and fiscal issues -including welfare, the federal budget, the cities, and
healthcare -Democrats have made their choice: they’re demanding a Third Way that moves past the old orthodoxies
and offers new options.
The Budget Now that they have seen the impact of a settled national deficit situation, Americans place a premium

on fiscal responsibility.They reject as extreme both of two alternatives -deficit spending or reckless tax cuts.
Table 8
I

I

I

Which is closest to your view on how the budget should be
handled as we enter the 21st century?

If programs such as education and healthcare need more funding
we should invest in these areas even if it means deficit spending

16

8

9

66

57

62

34

27

~

We should work to maintain a balanced budget consistent with
our values-investing more in education, Medicare and the
environment-to the extent we can also keep the budget balanced.
Make cutting government spending and lowering taxes the highest priority

25
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Welfare: Another clear indication of the resonance of the Third Way is the predominant view on welfare. Only 12

percent (15 percent of Democrats) say the poor need to be protected by a safety net and an even smaller percentage
want the poor to fend for themselves. The success of the Welfare Reform Act and welfare-to-work programs has
clearly proven to voters that giving the underprivileged opportunities to change their situation is a better alternative
than either protecting them or leaving them to fend for themselves.
Table 9

Which is closest to your view?

9

The poor in this country need to be protected by a safety net and

13

Welfare must be replaced with an employment system so that welfare
recipients develop an attachment to the workforce and can become independent

74

The welfare and workfare system is a drain on the U.S. budget and the
economy and should be eliminated period.

10

Healthcare:With significant healthcare legislation under debate in Congress in 1994, 1996, and 1998, Americans

have come to some conclusions regarding what they want government to do in this field. Once again, they choose a
Third Way that employs government action to help the free market work better.

Table 10

Which is closest to your view on how the government
should handle healthcarereform?
~~~

~~

Government should assure universal access to healthcare even if that
means new government programs
Governmentshould not manage healthcare, but set the basic rules so that
everyone receives emergency care and so that patients are treated fairly by HMOs
The government should not be involved in regulating our healthcare
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26
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22

6o

61

58

6o

17

10

26

16
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Cities:Both Democrats and the general public have accepted that the cities cannot be abandoned by either the
government or the private sector -that both must work in concert if America’s urban areas are to be given a new
lease on life.
Table 11
Which do you think is the better way to ensure the prosperity of
American cities in the 21st century?

Increase spending on low income housing and rebuilding poor areas

I

Encourage public-private partnerships to invest in cities and bring new
businesses to poor areas

I I I

The government should play as little a role as possible, and leave
investment to businesses and individuals

20

I

27

I

12

18

56

54

53

52

22

15

31

21

4. Issues of a New Era
New issues are coming to the forefront of the public debate. On many of these issues Democrats, and especially
New Democrats, have a distinct advantage.

The Global Economy -The Parties Switch Sides

Trade:Americans understand that the global economy has produced both winners and losers. Sixty-three
percent think that expanding free trade is both helpful to the economic growth of the country and detrimental
to American workers.
As a result, there is no strong consensus on how to handle trade policy. But, as with other policies, the traditional

lines along which views are formed have softened. Union members - once seen as the largest forces against trade now support trade at levels comparable to the rest of the nation. As the composition and ideological positions of the
parties shift,it is Democrats, more than other voters, who now form the core constituency for trade.
Where Republicans would prefer to limit any new trade agreements and put primary emphasis on protecting
America from foreign competition instead of encouraging free trade and helping dislocated workers (by a margin
of 45 percent to 38 percent), Democrats hold the reverse position (by a margin of 51 percent to 37 percent). The
Republicans are now the most protectionist segment of the electorate, while the Democrats are the most pro-trade.
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Table 12
Y
v)

Which is closest to your view on what America's trade policy should be?

2

E

n
The government should limit any new trade agreements and put its
primary emphasis o n protecting American workers, and in some cases
American industries, from foreign competition

42

37

8

8

The government should open up new markets, encouraging
expanded free trade, and help any dislocated workers move
into newer, growing industries
The government should open up new markets, expanding free trade,
but not make any special effort to help workers dislocated as a
result of this policy

If there is a silver lining in the Asian economic crisis, it might be that it has helped convince Americans of ow
increasing global interdependence. Across party lines more than two-thirds of voters believe that the U S economy
will feel significant effects from the Asian market collapse.
But when it comes to dealing with this evident challenge, Republicans show themselves to be neo-isolationist,
while Democrats are willing to make the global economy work. Respondents were given two options. One argued
that t y n g to reform the Asian economies will end up spending U.S. funds for our competitors. The second argued
that getting involved in such reforms will have long-run benefits in boosting exports and creating more jobs at home.
After hearing the second argument, Democrats chose to get involved (54 percent to 40 percent), while Republicans
chose to stay away (65 percent to 33 percent).
Similarly,Democrats are more supportive of participating in International Monetary Fund efforts to reform the
Asian economies. Fifty-two percent of Democrats say that we should get involved in reforming these economies
because it will help prevent problems here. Only 40 percent of Republicans agree.
These issues reveal'the crosscurrents of party ideology at this time. Those most supportive of involvement in
the global economy are upper-income, well-educated voters. This means that, on this issue, this key block of the
electorate will feel more at home in a Democratic Party that embraces the global economy and is willing to make
it work, than in an increasingly isolationist Republican Party.
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The Information Age
Worker training: With technological advances developing at such a rapid pace, worker training is providing

another arena for debate on the appropriate level of government activity. Here again, voters do not turn to government spending alone to provide solutions. While a majority (55 percent) see a role for the federal government in
ensuring workers have essential training, only a small majority think the government should increase funding for
job training programs (11percent, 18 percent of Democrats).
Instead, Democrats and Independents are more likely to say the government should reform and improve job
training by giving workers skill grants to update their skills (44 percent overall,43 percent of Democrats, 51 percent
of Independents), while Republicans tend to say the government should not get involved and competition in the
workforce is enough to ensure that American workers are receiving training (41 percent overall, 61 percent of
Republicans).

An Aging America
Caringfor the elderly: One of the most significant changes the country will face in the 21st century is the aging

of the baby boom generation. The debate over how the government should handle this demographic change will
become ever more important. Voters maintain their preference for the New Democratic idea that government should
provide means and tools through which families and individuals can better handle the challenge of the aging population. However, they reject the notion that the way to care for the elderly is to expand government programs:
18 percent support expanding government-run programs to care for the elderly
42 percent

think the government should give families the tools to help care for the elderly, such as a tax credit

for caring for the elderly
36 percent say giving tax cuts to the elderly to allow them to pay for their own expenses or needs will be sufficient
Social Security:At the intersection of the New Economy and America’s aging population lies the burning question

of Social Security reform. As this national debate picks up steam, a Third Way approach is seen as the best solution
by all voters - Democrats included. Sixty-one percent of Americans (60 percent of Democrats) believe the Social
Security system should remain intact, but with greater flexibilityto allow Americans to invest a portion of their
retirement savings in the market.
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Table 13

Americans hold to this core belief even after the specter of a market downturn that leaves them with little retirement savings is raised.

j

Table 14
Some people say personal savings accounts could be risky because
if the stock market takes a downturn, individualscould be left with

little retirementsavings, with no protectionfrom the government.
Given this, which would you prefer:

Government investment of the Social Security Trust fund in the stock market

32

Setting up personal savings accounts

55

Though Americans are eager to invest Social Security funds in the marketplace, they have some very definite
ideas about who should hold the responsibility for making these decisions: the people themselves - and not the
government.
Table 15
YJ

v)
4-

.-

-0

v)
I

E

Which would you prefer:

Government investment of the Social Security Trust fund in the stock market
Setting up personal savings accounts

3

x

g

0

a

2

2

G

.

-g
C

32

38

26

30

55

44

62

59

1 I 1 1
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Immigration

On the hot-button issue of immigration, Americans reject separatist sentiments both among recent immigrants
and among those who are trying to keep them out. Instead, they believe that immigrants should be welcomed, and
should also become part of the fabric of American life. Only one in four believe immigration should be limited:
Table 16

Which is closest to your view on immigration:

6

Immigrants who come to this country should be able to
maintain their distinct ways of life
________~

21

Immigrants are welcome to the United States but should be
expected to live up to their responsibilities as American citizens

66

63

Immigrants are costly to taxpayers, we should limit the number
of people who enter the country

24

20

67

71

24

27

5.The Electorateof the Future
This year we examined two groups of voters who will help define the electorate of the 21st century. Because

of the inevitable reality of generational change, Generation X voters will become an increasingly important part
in shaping the electoral map. And because of the inexorable advent of the New Economy, wired woFkers and their

values will play a major role in definingherican politics.

Generation X

The 24 percent of voters under the age of 33 have grown up in a different world than did their parents and grandparents. And their world view clearly reflects this. GenXers embrace the new philosophies of the New Economy:
a demand for fiscal responsibility; support for free trade (60 percent compared to 52 percent overall) and America’s
involvement in reforming the Asian economies (52 percent compared to 47 percent overall);the belief that Social
Security reform should include structural changes to allow more individual savings (64percent compared to 52 percent overall); and an opposition to government regulation of the Internet (57 percent compared to 50 percent overall).

For 23 percent, better and safer schools are their area of greatest concern - as opposed to 15 percent of all voters.
They are more socially liberal than voters overall: they more readily accept homosexuality (41 percent believe
the government should allow gay marriages compared to 27 percent overall);are more amenable to immigrants
(77 percent chose the liberal or moderate view compared to 72 percent overall);and support investment in urban
areas (81percent chose the liberal or moderate view compared to 74 percent overall).
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At the same time, these voters are favorable towards more centrist approaches on issues such as gun control
(51 percent compared to 46 percent overall);affirmative action (37 percent compared to 32 percent overall);

and even the environment (45 percent compared to 43 percent overall).

Wired Workers

Wired workers, those Americans who work with a computer in a flexible, teamwork-oriented environment,
are the big constituency of the future.
More than any other group, wired workers embrace the Information Age ideology of the Third Way because it
reflects the world they are living and working in daily. For them, the best government is one that is limited, but not
absentee altogether. For instance, they believe that government should equip parents to handle regulation of the
Internet -neither imposing regulations itself nor removing itself from its obligations (53 percent compared to 47
percent overall).They consider market incentives the best way to protect the environment without over-regulating
the economy (48 percent compared to 43 percent overall).They thinkthe best way to revitalize cities is to develop
public-private partnerships to rebuild poor areas -not to simply pour government money into urban cores nor
to abandon them (63percent compared to 54 percent overall).
Wired workers, a fifth of the electorate, also embrace the future of the global economy. They support expanding
free trade agreements (51 percent compared to 44 percent overall) and U.S. involvement with the International
Monetary Fund (53 percent compared to 47 percent overall).Wired workers are also more open to structural changes
in Social Security, including individual savings accounts (66 percent compared to 52 percent overall).
Finally, the voting tendencies of wired workers reveal that, along with embracing the Third Way, they are searching
for leaders who can move past the old choices. And they reward leaders who do so. Sixty-five percent of wired workers
say the country is on the right track (compared to 51 percent overall), and 73 percent approve of the job President
Clinton is doing (compared to 68 percent overall).
They are up for grabs and waiting for results. In the upcoming Congressional election, 30 percent say they still
don’t know if they will vote for a Democrat or Republican (compared to 25 percent overall).
Wired workers tend to be between the ages of 25 and 49 (71 percent compared to 46 percent overall) and have a
college degree or higher (53 percent compared to 34 percent overall).They tend to be married (60 percent compared
to 54 percent overall) and are more likely to have children than the population as a whole (51 percent compared to
44 percent overall).They are wealthier (46 percent report income over $50,000 compared to 28 percent overall) and

more likely to work in professional occupations like management (40 percent compared to 28 percent overall).They
disproportionately live in suburban areas (27 percent compared to 16 percent overall) and are more concentrated in
the Northeast (26 percent compared to 22 percent overall) and the West (27 percent compared to 22 percent overall).
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Table 17

Which is closest to your view on what America‘s trade policy should be?

The government should limit any new trade agreements and put its primary
emphasis on protecting American workers, and in some cases American
industries, from foreign competition
The government should open up new markets, encouraging expanded free
trade and help any dislocated workers move into newer, growing industries
The government should open up new markets, expanding free trade, but
not make any special effort to help workers dislocated as a result of this policy

i

1 4 i

Table 18

Do you think it would be better:

To preserve the existing Social Security program so it functions the same
way it does now
To move toward structural changes to Social Security that depend more
on private savings

42

29

I I I
52

64

29

66

6. President Clinton’s Success
There has been much public debate about why President Clinton’sjob approval ratings have remained so high
in the midst of the back and forth over the current investigation. Some try to explain this away by saying it is all a
function of America’s contentment with a booming economy. But there is more to it than that. President Clinton’s
policies -based on New Democratic approaches - have played a major role in sustaining him in the face of
challenges to his leadership role.
There is sigmficant evidence that Americans understand that President Clinton is a New Democrat who emphasizes
innovative solutions as opposed to the traditional liberal and conservativeanswers. And they recognize that his policies
have brought not only a strong economy, but low welfare rolls, low crime rates, and the first budget surplus in 30 years.
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President Clinton’s high job approval ratings have been bolstered by the support of voters who choose the New
Democrat alternative to the liberal and conservative choices. These voters approve of the job President Clinton has
been doing at higher levels than their counterparts. For example, overall, President Clinton receives a 68 percent job
approval rating; but among the 44 percent who agree that the best way to handle trade is to open up new markets
while helping workers move into new industries, his job approval shoots up to 77 percent.
Table 19
Approval of

Third Way choices on important policy issues:

Choosing
Thud Way
overall

‘residentClintor
among those
who choose
Third Way
(68% approve of
President &ton
wed)

Budget: We should work to maintain a balanced budget consistent with our
values-investing more in education, Medicare, and the environment to the
extent we can keep the budget balanced

63

73

Trade: The government should open up new markets, encouraging expanded
free trade, and help any dislocated workers move into newer, growing industries

44

77

Social Security: We should save any surplus until we have guaranteed
Social Security for the future

38

75

Economic Role of Government: Government should focus on spurring
economic growth and creating opportunity for all Americans

60

72

Welfare: Welfare must be replaced with an employment system

77

70

Furthermore, moderate Democrats and moderate Independents approve of President Clinton at higher levels
than their liberal and conservative counterparts. The difference is most striking among Independents, the vast
number of voters whose support is continually up for grabs. While 69 percent of all Independents approve of
President Clinton job performance, 82 percent of moderate Independents do.
The following chart makes it clear: If President Clinton had been governing as a traditional liberal instead of a
New Democrat, he would not have the high level of job approval that he has maintained over the past two years.
The support that has maintained his approval ratings through severe challenges has come from the mainstream,
not the traditional extremes.
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Overall Approval

90

69

Liberal

88

69

Moderate

93

82

Conservative

88

61

Approval of PresidentClinton by ideology
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7. A Closer Look at the New DemocraticParty
As our poll findings revealed last year, today’sDemocratic Party is composed of five distinct groups-New

Economy

Democrats, Suburban Values Democrats, Pro-Government Democrats, Economic Liberals and Social Conservatives.
This year, we looked at a battery of demographic information to paint a fuller picture of who these voters are
Each segment is defined by views on a number of key issues, including the proper role of government, economic
redistribution, trade, social issues, and values-oriented issues.
We found a majority of Democrats (56 percent) are inclined to support New Democrat thinking on issues of
primary concern.
The Democratic Electorate

Suburban Values

Economy 26%

Social Conservatives 20%

Pro Government 18%

Economic Liberals 6%
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New Economy Democrats (26 percent of Democrats)

New Economy Democrats are defined in terms of their strong support of free trade and globalization (73percent vs.
51 percent of Democrats overall) and their view that expanded free trade is helpful to our economic growth (39 percent
vs. 17 percent of Democrats). This group is the most optimistic about the direction of the country (70 percent vs. 63
percent among all Democrats) and is also are more optimistic about the economy (85 percent vs. 78 percent overall).
New Economy Democrats are less likely to consider themselves strong Democrats than are Democrats as a
whole (63 percent vs. 70 percent overall).Therefore, Democrats cannot consider them an automatic part of the base,
irrespective of the party’s policy choices. These voters want a new thinkingthat corresponds with the reality of the
changing world. New Economy voters are siplicantly more likely to choose a new Third Way option on a range of
important issues, including: healthcare reform (74 percent vs. 61 percent of all Democrats); training workers for the
Information Age (53 percent vs. 44 percent of Democrats); affirmative action (40 percent vs. 34 percent overall); trade
policy (75 percent vs. 51 percent overall); welfare reform (85 percent vs. 77 percent overall);immigration (84 percent
vs. 64 percent overall);and homosexuality (62 percent vs. 53 percent overall). New Economy Democrats are also more
likely to support fundamental changes to Social Security than any other group (52 percent vs. 36 percent overall).
In some ways, New Economy Democrats are no different than other Democrats. They have the same basic racial
and ethnic composition and live in the same regions of the country. While they are slightly more male than most
Democrats (44 percent vs. 40 percent overall),what really sets them apart is the type of lives they lead. This group is
the most likely to use a computer at work (62 percent vs. 55 percent overall). Nearly half use the Internet, versus just
a third of all Democrats. The group is more likely to be white-collar professional managers (30 percent vs. 24 percent
overall), the least likely to earn under $25,000 a year (16 percent vs. 22 percent), and more likely to have attended
college or have graduate degrees (66 percent vs. 55 percent overall).

Suburban Values Democrats (30 percent)

Suburbanvalues voters are characterized by their view that better schools and safer streets are of paramount
importance. They are explicitly more concerned with values issues that affect their everyday lives than with economic
issues. They are almost twice as concerned about education as other Democrats (35 percent vs. 20 percent overall).
They are more likely than other Democrats to say that fighting crime is the most important issue. Seventy-five percent of Suburbanvalues Democrats believe that the decline in values is more important than economic issues such
as job creation and growth - compared to 54 percent of all Democrats who hold this view.
Suburban Values Democrats are the most likely of any group to choose the Third Way when asked to describe the
role of government, either in general (72 percent vs. 54 percent overall) or in terms of economics (68 percent vs. 64
percent overall).
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A majority of Suburbanvalues Democrats are somewhat more likely to be women (62 percent vs. 60 percent over-

all), and they tend to be younger (32 percent are under 23 vs. 18 percent overall).They are 40 percent more likely
than other Democrats to live in the suburbs and twice as likely to be homemakers. They are also the least likely to
have a union member in their household (72 percent non-union vs. 68 percent overall).

Economic Liberals (6 percent)

Six percent of Democrats are characterized by their view that the proper role of government is to redistribute
wealth and close the income gap between the wealthy and the poor (75 percent vs. 16 percent of all Democrats).
They are the most likely of any segment to describe themselves as liberal (45 percent vs. 34 percent overall).
S i - s e v e n percent of Economic Liberals believe that economic issues such as job creation and growth are more
important than the decline in values, as compared to the 42 percent of all Democrats who believe this. They are nearly five
times as likely to be Concerned with the problem of income inequality (19 percent vs. 4 percent). They are also concerned
with issues that are not strictly economic, but have important economic dimensions. For instance, Economic Liberals are
more likely to say healthcare is the most important issue than Democrats overall (14 percent vs. 9 percent overall).
These voters also are the most likely to have no children living at home (79 percent vs. 59 percent overall), and the
most likely to live in a small town (36 percent vs. 19 percent overall). Economic Liberals are also the most likely to be
members of a labor union (24 percent vs. 11 percent overall).

Pro-Government Democrats (18 percent)

Pro-government Democrats are much more likely to support traditional government involvement in solving problems (45 percent vs. 16 percent of all Democrats) and spending on social programs (32 percent vs. 21 percent overall).
Pro-government Democrats are typically also more liberal on social issues. They believe that homosexuality is
a private matter (61 percent vs. 53 percent overall), are pro-choice (53 percent vs. 48 percent overall), and support
environmental activism (53 percent vs. 47 percent overall).
They are more likely than Democrats overall to say that the economy (26 percent vs. 21 percent overall) or healthcare
(14 percent vs. 9 percent overall)is the most important issue. They are also more likely to say that preserving Medicare

and Social Security for the future is their greatest concern (26 percent vs. 21 percent overall).
These voters tend to be middle-aged (32 percent are 35-49 years old vs. 27 percent overall),low to middle income
earners (45 percent report income under $35,000 vs. 43 percent overall),and more female than Democrats
as a whole (70 percent vs. 60 percent overall).They are also almost twice as likely to identify themselves as "extremely
liberal" than are Democrats as a whole.
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Social Conservatives (20 percent)

Nearly two in ten Democrats are socially conservative on issues such as gay rights (which they strongly
o p p o s e 4 9 percent vs. 24 percent overall) and abortion (54 percent say that abortion is the murder of an unborn
child vs. 21 percent overall). They are about twice as likely to choose the weakening of traditional family values
as their top concern.
Social Conservatives are also the group most likely to support limiting trade agreements in order to protect
American workers (59 percent vs. 37 percent overall).They are twice as likely as other Democrats to say that immigrants are costly to taxpayers and that immigration should be limited (54 percent vs. 23 percent overall).They are also
twice as likely to say that affirmative action policies are no longer necessary and are a form of reverse discrimination
(69 percent vs. 32 percent overall). In addition, they are more likely to be opposed to gun control than other groups
(27 percent vs. 16 percent overall).

Social conservatives are low to middle income earners (48 percent report income under $35,000 vs. 43 percent
overall) and 50 percent have a high school education or less as opposed to 37 percent overall. They tend to be
older (68 percent are over 50 years old vs. 52 percent overall);married (60 percent vs. 44 percent overall);and have
children at home (47 percent vs. 41 percent overall). Social Conservative are also more likely to be Protestants
(56 percent vs. 39 percent), “Born Again” Christians (62 percent vs. 41 percent). and Southern Baptists (40 percent

vs. 28 percent). They are more likely to live in a rural area (30 percent vs. 16 percent overall) and to live in the
South (42 percent vs. 29 percent overall). This group also tends to be more male than Democrats as a whole
(46 percent vs. 40 percent overall). They are more than twice as likely to plan to vote for Republicans in this fall‘s

election (13 percent vs. 6 percent overall).

Methodology
1,400 telephone interviews of registered voters were conducted nationwide from July 30, to August 2, 1998.The mar-

gin of error is +/- 2.6%for the entire sample. Portions of the surveywere split sampled. Figures for age, gender, race, party
and region have been weighted when necessary to bring them into line with their actual proportions in the electorate.

Segmentation Methodology

To divide the electorate, respondents were given scores based on their answers to sets of questions falling into
five defining topics to create ideological distinctions between voters. Each respondent received an individual score
for each set of questions (while some sets had different numbers of questions scored, all categories were normalized
to compensate). A respondent was placed in the segment in which they received the highest score.
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Table 21

The following categories were scored as
defining characteristics:

High Score means

Segment of highest
score in this category

Trade

Support trade and
involvement in a
global economy

New Economy
Democrats

Economic (taxes, jobs, spending) vs. values oriented
(family values, education, crime) concerns about
American life

More concerned
about values than
economic issues

Suburban Values

Role of Government

Support government
involvement

Pro-Government

Income Redistribution

Believe in income
redistribution

Economic Liberals

Social LiberalismlConservatism

Conservative on
social issues

Social Conservatives

Economic vs.Values-Oriented Concerns about American life

The following questions were used to determine the Suburbanvalues segment: ‘‘I am going to read you a list of
some concerns that some people have expressed about aspects of life in America. Please tell me which of these is of
greatest concern to you” and “Which is of greater concern to you right now-economic issues such as quality jobs
and lower taxes, or the decline in values and the moral fabric of society contributing to the breakup of the family and
increase in crime and violence.”
For the first question, concerns about better and safer schools, crime and violence, and traditional values were
given higher scores, while choices concerning the economy like high taxes and income inequality were given low
scores. On the second question, the first choice was given a low score and the second choice a high score.
A high score indicated that this respondent was more concerned about values issues, such as family values, crime,

and education than economic issues such as taxes, employment, and income inequality.

Role of Government

The following questions were used to determine the Pro-Government Democrats segment: “Which of the following is closest to your own thinking about the proper role of the federal government?”;“Do you agree or disagree: The
best government is the government that governs the least”; and “Which one of the statements listed comes closest to
your own views about governmental power today?”
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Choices indicating a preference for a strong role of government received a high score, an absent government a
low score and a moderate role a middle score. A high total score in this category indicated that this respondent preferred a government that plays a significant role in their life.

Income Redistribution

The following questions were used to determine the Economic Liberals segment: “Do you think the role of government is to redistribute existing wealth or to foster conditions that enable everyone to have a chance to make a
higher income?”; “Which of the following is closest to your thinking about the proper role of government in terms of
economics?”;and “Which is closest to your view [concerning welfare reform]?”
Responses supportive of income redistribution and a social safety net were given a high score.

Social Conservatism

The following questions were used to determine the Social Conservatives Segment: “Which is closest to your view
on homosexuality?”; “What do you think the government’s role in protecting the environment should be?”; “Which is
closest to your view on affirmative action?”;“Which is closer to your view on abortion?”; and “Which is closest to
your view [concerning pornography]?”
Liberal positions received a low score, moderate the middle score, and conservative positions a high score.

Trade

The followingquestions were used to determine the New Economy Democrats segment: “Whichis the closest to
your view on what America’s trade policy should be?”;“Do you think that in general our involvement in expanded free
trade is detrimental to the interests of American workers, helpful to the economic growth of the country, or has elements of both of these?”;and ‘‘Whichis closest to your view [concerning involvement in reforming Asian economies]?”
Responses considered protectionist or anti-trade received a low score and pro-free trade a high score. 4
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are bold, innovative, and in tune with the times; they promote
like opportunity, responsibility, and community; and, most important, they work. Ideas developed or
promoted by the
and put into action by
- an economic strategy of
e earned income tax credit;
ed trade and investments
; community policing;
with a system of work; .
national service - are improving the lives of tens of millions of our fellow citizens.
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As a new century approaches America faces daunting
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to assure American leadership in a world economy; to build a world-class education system;
to provide retirement security for generations to come; and to equip citizens
with the skills they need to prosper in the
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These are tall orders. Politics as usual will not do.

--VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE, JULY 18, 1997

JOIN THE NATIONAL NETWORK OF THOUSANDS OF LEADERS
WORKING TO TURN NEW DEMOCRAT IDEAS INTO ACTION.

Membership is $50, $20 for students.

Phone: 800-546-0027or in the Washington, DC metro area 202-544-6172 Fax: 202-544-5002
E-mail: info@dlcppi.org Visit our Web site at http://www.dlcppi.org/joinform.html
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The

Politics of
BY

DANIELH. PINK

A

merican election years have started to resemble Chinese New
Years: Each one comes with its own living symbol. Nineteen
ninety-four, recall, was theyear of the Angry White Male.
Nineteen ninety-six, the Year of the Soccer Mom.
And 20001

The answer to that political riddle may lie in one subsequent
fate of the 1990’slast two election-year icons. Like millions of other
Americans, legions of angry white males and harried soccer moms
have become free agents. They have abandoned traditional jobs and
traditional relationships with employers to chart their own course.
They are moving from assignment to assignment, project to project,
unattached to any single employer, untethered to any large institution. Their ranks include freelancers, independent contractors,
temps, self-employed Americans, and home- based entrepreneurs.
Some, fed up with office politics and glass ceilings, have leapt. Others,
rocked by corporate downsizing, have been pushed. But they’ve all
landed in the same place -the uncharted territory of Free Agent Nation.
The government’s statistical apparatus can’t tell you how many
Americans have become free agents. (No surprise really. A century
after the United States ceased being a predominantly agricultural
economy, federal bean counters still divide work into two categories:
“farm”and “non-farm.”) But the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics says
that nine million Americans call themselves independent contractors,
some 2.8 million Americans go to work each day as temps, roughly 15
million people are self-employed full-time, another two million are
self-employed on the side, and nobody’s sure how many free agents
are operating in the informal, cash economy.

Daniel H. Pink, chief speechwriterfor Vice President AI Gorefrom
1995 until 1997, is writinga book Warner Books) about thefreeagent economy. He can be reached by e-mail (dhpink@knetcom.com)
or on the web (www.freeagentnation.com).
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