The Present
over human fate which lies in the less
explored regions of our own minds.
Metchnikoff, more than any one else of
late years, sees that, where religion and
philosophy have failed, science, untrammeled and triumphant, may yet create a
world wherein the children of men, desiring life, and loving many days, shall
still see good.
E. T. B.
" T H E PRESENT SOUTH "
IT is rare that any writer or speaker
when discussing any phase of the Southern question does so with entire absence
of prejudice and passion, and applies a
strictly judicial temperament in the stating of his views. In the case of not a few
Northern writers, they are likely to condemn the South for acts of omission or
commission. In the case of the Southern
writers, they are likely to condemn both
the North and the Negro for some real
or supposed weakness. The average Negro who discusses the subject is rarely less
passionate than the other two classes to
which I have referred. The man, black
or white, whose mind and heart are open
to conviction on this subject, and who is
seeking after truth, and is willing to follow where truth leads, I repeat, is rare.
For some time I have used methods by
which I could see everything that is printed upon matters relating to the South and
the Negro, and, notwithstanding the large
bulk of such matter that comes to me almost daily, I find that I can dispose of it
within a few minutes and get all the information that it contains. A glance at the
name of the publication, or the title of the
article, or the name of the writer, usually
informs me pretty accurately as to the
writer's or speaker's point of view. This
is another way of stating that there has
been so little calmness shown in the discussion of the questions growing out of
the presence and the influence of my race
in this country, that a large proportion
of what is spoken and written is discounted by the average reader. It is refreshing, as well as encouraging, to find a
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writer who discusses the South and the
race question with the temper of a judge
and in the manner of a scholar, and
especially is this true when the writer
is a Southern white man. In his book.
The Present South^ Mr. Edgar Gardner
Murphy makes statements and draws
conclusions with which neither the Northern or Southern white man, nor the Negro
will agree, but I believe all will respect
his sincerity and fine temper. With much
that he says, all whose opinions are
worthy of respect will heartily agree.
Nothing in the way of a " review " can do
the book justice; it should be read if one
would be informed and helped by it.
The country has been made familiar
with the sincere and courageous words
of the late Bishop Haygood and of the late
Dr. J. L. M. Curry. Now that these men
have passed away, it is a great satisfaction to hear words equally as wise and
strong from a younger set of Southern
men of whom Mr. Murphy is a good

type.
In the first chapter, Mr. Murphy brings
to the attention of the reader a phase of
the Southern question not often thought
of, or, if thought of, very little discussed,
— that is, the rapid growth of the South
during the last few decades from aristocracy toward democracy. The point that
will most interest the reader is the insistence upon the fact that the white South
had to grow from an aristocracy into a
democracy before it could be expected to
include the Negro in any large measure in
its new life. The fact that a large proportion of the white South had been left out
of the real life of the South is shown by
the fact that previous to the civil war, in
North Carolina, for example, twenty-one
per cent of the white voting population
were illiterate and had very little part in
government. As Mr. Murphy expresses
it, "As a class the non-slaveholding white
men had been outside the essential councils of the South." The first task of the
South, Mr. Murphy maintains, was to
1 The Present South.
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The Present South

make the "non-participating" white
man an active part of its new life —- a
real part — politically, educationally, industrially, and socially. Now tliat this result has been largely achieved by "the arrival of the common man," Mr. Murphy
holds out strong grounds for hope that
the Negro will in the near future be incorporated into the democracy of the
South by the volunteer efforts of the white
South in a much larger degree than has
been true in the past. This, he argues,
can be done without social intercourse
and without fusion of races. In proof of
what he asserts, Mr. Murphy calls attention to the distance the South has already
gone in the matter of incorporating the
colored man into its new life politically
and educationally; on this point I quote
his own words: —
"Democracy docs not involve the fusion of races any more than it involves
the fusion of creeds or the fusion of arts.
It does not imply that the finality of civilization is in the man who is white or in
the man who is black, but in the man —
white or black — who is a man. Manhood, in a democracy, is the essential
basis of participation.
"We hear upon every hand tliat the
South has refused its recognition to this
principle. As a matter of fact, and under their amended constitutions, tens of
thousands of black men are to-day registered voters in the Southern states, voters
registered not against the consent of the
South, but by the South's free and deliberate will. In view of the brief period of
time since the Negro's emancipation, and
in the light of the Negro's political history, this voluntary registration of black
men in the South, this partial but increasing acceptance by the South of the qualified Negro as a participant in the functions of government, is of far greater
significance in the essential history of democracy than any temporary record of
exclusion or injustice. The Negro common school —• nearly one million six hundred thousand Negro children are enrolled
in public schools supported by the South-

ern states — the Negro common school,
with its industrial and political significance, is of greater import in the history
of our institutions than any temporary or
partial denial of political privilege."
On the question of the education of the
Negro Mr. Murphy speaks in no uncertain terms. He comes out emphatically
in favor of the very best education in common schools, industrial schools, colleges,
and professional schools. To those who
claim that the education of the colored
people has been in any degree a failure,
Mr. Murphy says: "At least let us not
condemn the policy of Negro education
until we have established it, and until the
Negro has tried it. One who will carefully and accurately investigate the real
conditions of Negro life may well maintain that those among them who have
really tried it, who really know something,
and who can really do something, are, on
the whole, a credit to themselves, the
South, and their country."
In this connection emphasis is laid
upon the fact that one can hardly expect
a whole race to be educated when the ,
schools in the rural districts, where the
majority of the colored peo]>le live, are in
session, on an average, but for a period of
three or four months annually. He tells
the South and the country with rare
pointedness and power that the danger
of the South is not that the Negro will be
spoiled as a "field h a n d " by education,
but that the real danger consists in the fact
that so few of the colored people are as
yet fitted to be anything else than field
hands.
On the subject of the cost of educating
the Negro, Mr. Murphy calls attention to
a phase of this subject seldom referred
to by Northern or Southern writers, and
that is the large indirect tax that the colored people pay toward their own education. I quote again a portion of his own
strong words on this point: " O u t of its
poverty the South has given much. The
Negro, too, has given directly or indirectly. As has already been suggested, the
rents pay the taxes, and the Negro helps
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The Present
paytherents." Attention should be called
to the further fact that in not a few counties and towns of the South, the liquor
dispensary exists, and the profits from
these dispensaries, which are often large,
go into the school fund. The greater part
of this money comes from the lower class
of colored people. Again, in Alabama
for example, last year the profits to the
state from the work of the convicts was
not far from $250,000. At least four fifths
of the people who earned this money for
the state were colored.
In my opinion it is in the sixth chapter
of The Present South that Mr. Murphy
shows his keenest insight into the life of
the Negro, and speaks his strongest and
bravest words. After speaking of the
great advance that the race has made in
its home life, Mr. Murphy adds a sentence which I will quote because it is one
which I wish every white American might
read. "But one of the tragic elements
in the situation lies in the fact that of
this most honorable and most hopeful
aspect of Negro life the white community
North or South knows practically nothing. Of the destructive factors in Negro life, the white community hears to the
uttermost, hears through the press and
police court; of the constructive factors of
the Negro's progress—the Negro school,
the saner Negro church, the Negro home
— the white community is in ignorance.
Until it does know this aspect of our Negro
problem it may know more or less accurately many things about the Negro,
but it cannot know the Negro."
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On the subject of lynching, Mr. Murphy speaks with the same frankness, and
makes the point with force that, instead
of curing an evil, experience shows that
lynchings breed crime and demoralize
both the white and black races, and from
no point of view can they ever be justified.
He urges with equal earnestness that the
leaders among the colored people see to it
that crime is always condemned and that
criminals are not shielded.
Speaking more broadly concerning the
progress of the black race, the author of
The Present South says: "So long as any
element of the population is, as a class,
in a position of marked economic dependence upon stronger factions or classes,
it will certainly suffer — however unfortunately or unjustly — from the pressure
of civil and political prejudice." This is a
fundamental truth which the friends of
the Negro are beginning more and more
to appreciate.
On the question of the political rights
of the Negro, Mr. Murphy says that the
present conditions prevailing under the
amended constitutions, while not perfect,
are to be preferred to the old system. At
the same time he reasserts the principle
that he has always held to, that whatever
restrictions are placed upon the ballot
should be made to apply with equal force
and certainty to both races. He rightly
contends that this policy is the only wise
one, — that it is best for both races; and
no patriot can fail to agree with his argument.
Booker T. Washington.
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THE ISSUES OF THE CAMPAIGN
A REPUBLICAN

POINT OF

VIEW

BY SAMUEL W. M c C A I J .
IN complying with tlie invitation of
the editors of the Atlantic to present my
view of some aspects of the present pohtieal campaign, I am far from assuming
to give the authoritative party position.
My point of view is not that of one who
regards every act of his party as beyond
criticism, or who, if he admits that it is
liable to error, admits it only in general
terms and as something that is incident to
all human institutions. Whatever I may
say, if it satisfies nobody, can at least
be charged against no one but myself.
So far as the selection of candidates is
concerned the Democrats have not done
badly. Mr. Parker is a man of courage
and independence, and has had large
experience in public affairs of the kind to
develop a conservative and fair-minded
executive, qualities that are certainly not
out of place in the presidential office.
With «egard to their candidate for the
vice-presidency, there may be some who
will be influenced by his advanced age,
but by most men his present vigor and
his long and successful, if not Illustrious,
career will be accepted as evidence of
great natural qualities that might even
now be profitably employed in the public
service. Arguments that are based merely upon the number of years a man has
lived, and that involve the drawing of a
dead line without reference to the particular qualities of the individual, are not,
as a rule, the weightiest arguments. It
might be a sufficient reply to the accusation of age for Mr. Davis to appropriate,
with a slight change, the words of the declamation, which very likely saw much
service even before he was a schoolboy,
" T h e charge of being a young man I
shall neither attempt to palliate nor deny.''
But the present contest is not essentially

one between candidates, but one between
parties. If Mr. Parker were made President he would be compelled to act generally in harmony with the political forces
which elected him or become a president
without a party. This is true rather with
reference to great policies than with reference to the distribution of patronage.
Questions of patronage are sure to create
dissensions, but are not likely to produce
the alienation, or even the radical cleavage, of a whole party. Irritation will be
justly aroused at the spectacle of an executive employing the offices for the benefit of his own personal friends, but by and
by the leeches become merciful and fall
off, — after they have sucked their fill, —
and the parties again confront each other
upon the historic issues, or upon the new
questions which have sprung up, without
reference to the distribution of patronage
except as a matter of honest administration.
We need not go back to the time of Andrew Johnson to find an instance where
the attitude of a president upon a question of public policy has effectively separated him from his own party. A perfect
Instance can be found In the last Democratic administration which will serve,
not merely as an Illustration, but as a
weighty argument in determining which
party one should support in the present
campaign. I refer to the action of Mr.
Cleveland upon the money question.
For fifteen years prior to Mr. Cleveland's second election both parties had
been playing with the silver question. A
strong sound-money sentiment existed in
most of the important Republican states,
but that party, in order to secure a majority In the electoral college, was compelled
to rely upon pronounced silver states, and,

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

