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and babes — are the possessors of political sovereignty in America. Otherwise, what would become of Wilson's oft-repeated assertion that laws obtain
their validity only from the consent of the governed ? On the whole, the
editing has been sensibly done, and students of history and law may be
grateful that these profoundly interesting lectures are thus again made
widely accessible.
A. C. McL.
Mr. S. M. Hamilton, to whom every student of history who pursues
researches in the manuscript collections of the Department of State at
Washington is constantly indebted, proposes to issue an extensive series
of facsimiles of manuscripts from the national archives. They will be
published by the Public Opinion Co., Astor Place, New York City, as
The Hamilton Facsimiles. Such a series of documents, showing perfectly
the handwriting, erasures, interlineations, and signatures of state papers
of historical importance, will surely be appreciated by scholars. The
expense would ordinarily occur to the mind as an objection to the extensive use of collections so prepared; but Mr. Hamilton promises all possible cheapness. The first issue — a handsome thin quarto — contains
documents relating to the Monroe Declaration; five letters which passed
between Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe in October and November, 1823 ;
the appropriate extracts from the message of December 2 ; and a letter
of Richard Rush to Monroe, of January 28, 1824. Part II. will contain
several famous letters of the Revolutionary period, and documents of
the boyhood of Washington. The papers in the third part will relate to
the treason of Benedict Arnold.
Miss Elizabeth H . Avery's The Influence of French Immigration on
the Political History of the United States, a thesis for the doctor's degree
at the University of Minnesota, deals with the influence of the Huguenots
in the period before 1790, and with the history of the French Catholics in
the Northwest and in the Louisiana Purchase, since their acquisition. Plainly
no efibrt is made to take account of the French immigrants who flocked
into the country at the time of the French Revolution, in consequence of
the revolt in Santo Domingo, or in consequence of the fall of Napoleon.
Within the limits of the subject as it is understood by the writer, she does
her work carefully, modestly, and with good judgment as to the conclusions
reached. It is not so clear that the necessity of working from the sources
alone rather than from secondary authorities, as an essential characteristic
of work for the doctor's degree, has been kept before the mind of the
writer.
Citizenship and Suffrage in Maryland, by Bernard C. Steiner
(Baltimore, Gushing and Co., 1895, pp. 95), is both historical and
descriptive. Mr. Steiner discusses the methods by which citizenship
has been attained in Maryland since the foundation of the colony,
and the privileges granted to aliens, gives a history of the suffrage
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laws, and then an analysis of the present election laws of the state.
The study is a careful piece of work, and is a contribution both to local
history and to an important branch of political science in the United
States. The general awakening to an interest in good government, state
and municipal, it is to be hoped will yield still further fruit in the scholarly
study of the evolution of existing state institutions.
Stimmrecht undEinzelstaat in den Vereinigten Siaaten von Nordamerica,
von Dr. Otis Harrison Fisk (Leipzig, Duncker and Humblot, 1896).
This discussion of essential points in the political system of the United
States is addressed to a German audience. Its aim is to elucidate the
legal status of the states as related to the Union and to explain the basis of
suffrage in the several states. The author takes the ground that there was
no legal government common to the Union until the adoption of the Constitution ; that during the Revolution the states were sovereign; that the
Confederation was a league of sovereign states; and that state sovereignty was surrendered only under the Constitution. He explains clearly
the dual system of our government and shows how the sovereign people
have distributed governmental powers between the two agencies, federal
and state. Dr. Fisk has done his work with commendable thoroughness,
and the minuteness with which he has cited his authorities point by point
is especially Germanesque.
A handsome and interesting volume, commemorative of Thomas
Corwin, has been prepared at the instance of various friends and neighbors in Lebanon, Ohio, where he lived {Life and Speeches of Thomas
Conmn, Orator, Lawyer, and Statesman, edited by Josiah Morrow, Cincinnati, W. H . Anderson & Co., 1896, pp. 477). They spent some
years in gathering and preparing materials, and confided to Mr. Morrow,
Corwin's last law-student, the work of editing them. He has prepared a
brief biography, of less than a hundred pages, in which the greatest
amount of new matter is that relating to Corwin's first entrance into
political life and his first election to Congress. The remainder of the
volume is taken up with Corwin's speeches, delivered in Ohio and in the
federal Senate and House of Representatives. The volume is supposed to
contain all his speeches that were reported and revised for publication in
his lifetime. They are not arranged in a chronological order.
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