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volume, indeed, is given over to demonstrating the fact. Once he has demonstrated it, what follows? Nothing follows.
The human mind, at its present stage of
development, cannot function without the
aid of fictions, but neither can it function
without the aid of facts—save, perhaps,
when it is housed in the skull of a university professor of philosophy. Of the
two, the facts are enormously the more
important. In certain metaphysical fields,
e.g., those of mathematics, law, theology,
osteopathy and ethics—the fiction will
probably hold out for many years, but
elsewhere the fact slowly ousts it, and
that ousting is what is called intellectual
progress. Very few fictions remain in use
in anatomy, or in plumbing and gas-fitting; they have even begun to disappear
from economics. Vaihinger's work is thus
not a system of philosophy, in any true
sense; it is simply a foot-note to all existing
systems. Moreover, it is not a foot-note
of much solid value. It is curious, but it is
unimportant.
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A sweet book of mush by a forward-
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looking English medical man. A specimen:
"I appeal, with all the power of which I
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Press, to stop—immediately and forever—
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The garrulities of a man who hangs the
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